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Hi all and Happy New Year! Thank you to 
each and every reader who has given-us the chance . 
to arrive in your mailbox for yet another year. 

Many thanks to all who have stuffed my inbox with 
items to print. A particular thanks to the regular crew: 
Jack, Curt, Les, Lynda, and John. Additional thanks 
to: Nick Fisher for filling in for Les, and a few good 
stories, Herman Price for hosting a fun meeting, and 
to all of those die-hards who attended. 

An extra special welcome to new subscriber, Travis 
Hamric of WV. Travis has a lot of energy and passion 
for collecting and restoring old typewriters, and has 
a lot to offer our hobby. 

In other news the Blick typewriter serial number list that | have helped manage 
for many years had now topped the 2,000 mark. A lotta thanks goes to Rob 
Blickensderfer, and Ray Thomas for their unending efforts at collecting this data. 
Very best wishes to all for a Healthy 2009 and may all your typewriter “wish” lists 
come true. BEST LUCK, and HAPPY HUNTING to each and every one ! 


Od 


News from Overseas: by Les Owen, England 


This installment is by Nick Fisher who is filling in for Les Owen 





Happy New Year and welcome from a grey and cold UK! Not only is the 
weather downbeat but the Sterling is close to parity with the Euro and the 
economy in freefall! My “hunter-killer” cat sits on the windowsill looking at 
the prey from behind glass, leaving the blackbirds, wrens and robins to 
hop about in the frost. If the economy gets any worse he will be hunting 
for his supper! 


Winter eBay activities have been sluggish with no especially attractive 
machines on offer. Irritatingly a Blick 5, apparently a “Buster Keaton” 
typewriter, not known to have been owned by the star of the silent screen, 
has been circulating for what seems like an eternity at an asking price of 
£149. Additionally the machine has key(s) missing and appears to hav 
been languishing at the bottom of a canal for several years! Thoug 
tempted to email the seller to offer some sage advice | have decided to 
keep quiet. | had a run-in with another seller a while ago which was a little 
unpleasant, so do not want a repeat episode. 


If this year has been particularly good for me it has been in terms of 
getting more pristine and very fairly priced models of machines that | 
already have in my collection including a Smith Premier 4, with case, for 
£31. A long carriage Empire (£14.99), a standard carriage Empire (£9.99), 
and a Royal 1 with paper fingers (£14.99). The shops and antiques 
centers have been less productive than ever but | have managed to pick 
up an early Torpedo (£28). Rarities have been, well, rare! On the other 
hand | wonder just why so many Corona 3s have survived. Oh, yes | 
rescued another one of those too; just too cute to leave. 


One of my recent acquisitions was made on Boxing Day (a UK Christmas 
holiday) when | visited the home of an ex-colleague of my father’s, who | 
had been informed was no longer in the land of the living. | rang the bell 
with trepidation and John appeared at the doorway, both to my partial 
surprise and relief. John invited me into his home, which he inherited from 
his parents and which is substantially unchanged from its original 1930s 
form (including all furniture and most fittings, including bathroom 
equipment). He recounted the days of hot lead, Linotypes and happy 
days prior to the effects of the microchip. As | was about to leave he 
asked me if | wanted to have his old machine, a Remington Quiet-Riter, 
which turned out be of 1957 and has scrubbed up well. It joins a small but 
growing number .of more modern machines in my collection. John 
continues to write, in longhand. He started work as a journalist in 1938. 


| understand that Les Owen continues to recuperate and | am sure we & 
wish both Les and Betty a more comfortable 2009. 


As ever, my contact email is lo@landbee.freeserve.co.uk Phone: 44 (0)151 424 4271. 
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Online 


Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet 


How did we get here? 


A few weeks ago, Laura Skywriter_Types posed 
‘question on Will Davis’s Portable Typewriter Forum: 


“But did some of you know each other 
- before these two forums started? 
How did you know each other? 

How did you find each other?” 


This got me thinking. When did | first become aware 
that there were other people like me in the universe? | 
do recall meeting another collector (his name escapes 
me now) in the late 1970's. He owned Stockton Office 
Equipment Company and had a few old typewriters on 
display in the window of his store. His being a collector 
seemed “normal,” he was after all, in the business of 
selling and repairing typewriters. When | saw the 
“Going out of Business! Everthing Must Go!” sign on 
the door, | went in, chatted with him for a few minutes 


and left with a Corona 3, an L C Smith 2 and a_ 


Remington 10. 


A few months later, | met another collector in a thrift 
shop. Just as | was reaching for a Remington 3 blind- 
writer, | was sucker-punched and knocked half-way 
across the store by a rather large woman who grabbed 
my prize and ran off with it. It occurred to me | probably 
didn't want to get to know her better. 


Somehow | knew of the “Old Guard” but only by name 
and reputation — people like Paul Lippman, Ed Peters, 
and Dan Post For some reason, it never entered my 
mind that these were real, approachable people - that | 
might actually strike up a conversation with them. 


Then came the internet. My once “dumb” terminal was 
now connected to something called “www’ and | had 
access to the Whole Wide World. (Is that what “www 
stands for?) 

As soon as the technician left my cubicle, | hunched 
over my keyboard, furtively typed 
“B-+i-c-k-e-n-s-d-e-r-f-e-r’ and hit the send key. | was 
instantly transported to St. Helens in Merseyside, UK, 
home of the Landbee Collection. What do you know! 
After 20 years of pounding the pavement searching for a 
Blick and ending up with nothing more than holes in my 
shoes, here were TWO Blicks, reasonably priced. One 
of them arrived on my doorstep about 10 days later. 


Word of a crazy lady in California leaked out and in no 
time, fellow collectors were pouncing on me like raptors 
on fresh carrion: 


OK, enough of my silly reminiscing. The last quarter of 
2008 brought out some very rare machines, many from 
the Onondaga Collection. Some of these were one-of- 













Lynda Beckler 


a-kind typewriters, where we really have no frame of 
reference for establishing values, but it is my perception 
that prices are WAY down. 


ee baywatch... 
recent eBay auction highlights. 


From the last quarter of 2008. 


All prices have been converted to US dollars and, in the case 
of live auctions, do NOT include the auctioneer’s fees. 
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Eugene Ford, (center) celebrating his 80th birthday in 
1946, with Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Watson, Sr. 


1.B.M. Had A Ford in their Future... 


witedty dabanes Or at least a FORD in their Past 


The following is excerpted from the Sept. 13, 1948, 
edition of Business Machines, |BM's employee 
publication. 


Eugene A. Ford was an IBM senior development 
engineer at the company's Endicott Laboratory in New 
York and an internationally known inventor. He was 
associated with IBM and its predecessor companies 
since 1904. A pioneer in the development of many IBM 
machines, Ford worked with Herman Hollerith, director 
of the United States Census, in developing machines 
for the 1990 census (Ed. Note: | believe this should 
read 1900), and was responsible for the invention and 
development of many IBM products since then. 


Bom on May 26, 1866, in Kosciusko, Miss., Ford 
entered the University of Mississippi at Oxford at the 
age of 16. He later went to Texas and worked in a 
surveying party as chain man surveying the county 
lines. 


Ford later attended business college in Louisville, Ky., 
and subsequently became associated with a law firm. 
Meanwhile, he developed a visible printing typewriter 
and shortly thereafter, went to New York in 1897 to 
obtain the backing necessary to promote the Ford 
Typewriter Company. While arranging for this backing, 
he called at the Taft-Pierce Company in Woonsocket, 








R.I., and later became associated with that 
organization, where he aided in the development of 
the key punch and later worked on the vertical sorter 
and the counter device, developing the horizontal 
sorter in 1903. 


He joined the Tabulating Machine Company in 1904, 
and continued his work on the development of 
punched card accounting machines. He opened a 
small laboratory for the company in Oxbridge, Mass., 
in 1911, and three years later went to New York City 
as chief development engineer when the laboratory 
moved there [to East 30th Street in Manhattan]. 


[Ford subsequently developed the highly successful 
IBM 080 horizontal sorter, which was_ introduced 
commercially in 1925.] 


In 1933, Ford went to Endicott, N.Y., where IBM had 
completed a new laboratory and he made it its center 
of operations. In Endicott he made many outstanding 
contributions to the development and growth of the 
IBM line of products in the 1940s, and during World 
War Ii carried on important research work for the U.S. 
government. 


The entire IBM organization paid tribute to Ford at a 
dinner marking his 80th birthday on May 25, 1946, at 
the IBM Homestead in Endicott. On that occasion, 
IBM's president, Thomas J. Watson, Sr., pointed out 
that Ford had always looked ahead to see better 
things for the future. 


He said: "Mr. Ford has continued in that spirit through 
his many years with the company. Mr. Ford was the 
first man | met in the development end of our business 
and he gave me great encouragement and assistance. 
| want to pay him my tribute and the tribute of all my 
associates in IBM, especially that of the factory 
personnel, who have been kept employed at good 
wages as a result of the company's research and 
development work. | have never worked with anyone 
with more satisfaction and pleasure than | have 
worked with Mr. Ford, and | want to pay him a 
personal tribute as a friend.” 


Eugene Ford died two’years later, on Sept. 4, 1948. 
Ed. Note: For further reading please see Typex issues 
Nov. 1998, and Feb 2000. Fellow collector/digger 


Tony Casillo of New York found this wonderful piece 
and sent it in to us, and we thank him. 
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(typewriter) PEOPLE! 
(Or, Almost Heaven...(é7ag abory) 


West Virginia!.... Blue Ridge Mountains, 
Shennandoah River... .) 
By Jack Knarr 





Above: Herman & Connie’s beautiful log home 


When we look back on the otherwise 
discouraging year of 2008, we typewriter 
enthusiasts who made it to Herman and Connie 
Price's collectors' weekend near Morgantown, 
W. Va., in November will always have 
something wonderful to remember. 





Above: Pay no attention to that man behind the 
curtain! That's our host Herman Price. 


In a post-party e-mail, Professor Peter Weil of 
Newark, Del., wrote, "What a truly fantastic fun 
weekend! It was so great to see old friends 
and to make new ones. And you all taught me 
a lot -- in typewriters, nothing beats the real 
machines and comparison of them. Herman 
and Connie made it all possible. Thanks to 


them and to all of you for being yourselves and 
coming.” 








Typex Editor Mike Brown said, "It was like a 
religious experience." And indeed, seeing and 
examining the dozens and dozens of rare 
machines that Herman had on display in the 
basement museum of his beautiful hillside 
“toghouse" mansion was (as the kids say) 
awesome (see sidebar story). 


Here we had the opportunity to meet a fanatic 


a 


Above: Jay Williams in front of Herman’s collection. 


and talented young restorer of machines, 
Travis Hamric of Frametown, W. Va. Travis has 
redone several typewriters for Herman Price, 
including a stunning now-like-new Smith- 
Premier, a Remington Telegrapher, a 
Daugherty prototype, and a New Franklin that: 
had been nothing but "a rusted mess.” 


Above: |. tor. Travis Hamric, Peter Weil, Don 
Feldman, and Richard Polt examine Herman’s 
collection. 


"| became interested in typewriters when | 
found a girlfriend's Underwood No. 5, and 
became just totally enthralled with the 
machine," Travis said. "Herman has been such 
a huge help to me." 
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With Travis was his wife Tonya and 16-month- 
old boy Talan: "I had the time of my life!” Travis 
wrote later. "That was my first gathering and | 
hated to see it end." 


Another neat first-timer, Laura Brendon, had 
spotted Herman Price's initial Internet invite, 
and driven down from Columbus, Ohio, alone 
on her own, taking a chance that he hadn't 
actually been calling The Serial Murderers 
Society to order for its annual meeting, heh 
heh. (She saw that we were just a bunch of 
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Above: Laura Brendon talks typewnters with 
Jay Williams. 


Seriously, this pleasant reference librarian, who 
enjoys designing and knitting garments, and 
collecting manual typewriters, and admiring 
"the aesthetic of the 1950s," brought along a 
Cole Steel Model 2 for show-and-tell. 






Above: Aztec 700 brought for show & tell 


And who pounced on that portable with both 
hands, but the inimitable Jay Williams, a blind 
collector who now lives in Atlanta. Jay, a piano 
tuner and musician, "sees" more with his 
fingers and hearing than any of us with our 
eyes -- he spent the weekend "feeling up” all of 
Herman's rare machines, marveling at their 
classic construction and design and mechanical 
beauty. And as Jay touched the contours of the 





Cole Steel Model 2, he said, "It's worth 
‘molesting’ too. Anything with that shape ..." 


Jay reveaied later that he'd spent that Friday 
night with the machines, in Herman's 
basement! 


"| thought it pretty neat that | did what you find 
some characters in novels doing, spending the 
night in a museum," he wrote in an e-mail. "I 
tried to coax a response or two, but I'm not sure 
| caught it. | was hoping the Yetman would say 
something in Morse code, ‘cuz | still know that. 
But it was mum, too." 


For show-and-tell, Jay Williams held up a 
necklace/medallion he had fashioned from the 
flat chrome piece of a typewriter. He said he's 
searching for a Williams T/W and a Molle. "It's 
inspiring to meet everybody, just fantastic to be 
with y'all," he said. 

No, no, Jay, the pleasure was all our's. 


Laura Brendon wrote how she'd "enjoyed 
listening, looking, and absorbing everything. | 
found it amazing to be with you all. As | told a 
friend, | don't mind being the only collector | 
spend time with, but it is reassuring and 
energizing to meet with other collectors. 


As several of you said, the machines are 
wonderful, but the gathering with others 
and sharing is what it's all about" __ 


a 
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Above: Ryan Simpson takes in the typewriters on 
display, while ETC editor Richard Polt looks on. 


Dr. Richard Polt, a teacher of philosophy at 
Xavier University and the talented young 
publisher of the classy ETC (Early Typewriter 
Collectors) quarterly, flew in from Cincinnati 
with his 8-year-old daughter Amelia on a small 
plane piloted by Paul Simpson. Paul's son 
Ryan, 11, was also on board -- a fledging 
collector who has six machines tucked around 
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his bedroom, living room and kitchen! 


Another enthusiastic young collector in 
attendance was a 13-year-old lad named Jett 
Morton, 13, from Morgantown, W. Va., who not 
only likes to type on old machines, but submits 
typewritten papers at school. Jeff collects 
machines at flea markets and garage sales 
(ahhh, the memories). His driver was his dad, 
Dennis. 








Above: Bruce Boyd and Jett Morton pose as old-time 
collector meets new. 


Dr. Martin Rice, a philosophy prof from the 
University of Pittsburgh's Johnstown, Pa., 
campus, drove down from home with his 
girlfriend, Bernadette McNicol. Marty said he 
has 110 machines -- Hammonds, early 
Underwoods, Coronas, Royal flatbeds. His 
prize is a Hammond 2 that he's had restored by 
Bob Aubert of Riverside, N.J. 


A highlight of the gathering came when Herman 
pulled down a Royal portable trimmed in -- 
gold-plate??? He wasn't sure. But Marty has 
the unique ability to put his tongue on the metal 
and "taste" it. He did so, and paused to 
ponder, and told Herman, "Chances are really 
good it's gold." 


Ae 
2 eas: 
Above: Prof. Marty Rice does the “Gold taste test” 


Peter Weil told of his greatest typewriter 
experience: "In my early career, | tripped over a 
situation that had Sholes & Glidden in it, and 
with the help of some skilled people such as 
Bob Aubert, it's being restored. That has been 
lots of fun." 






Marine engineer Don Feldman was in from 
Seattle for a job-related workshop in Maryland. 
He wore a neat McCool tee-shirt for show-and- 
tell. He's got 600 machines but would like to 
find a Remington No. 2 which he likes for its 
aesthetic beauty and historic significance. 


And then at 12:56 p.m. on Saturday, when we 
thought everybody was there who would be 
there, who came puffing up the back walk but 
the legendary Bruce Boyd from Meadville, Pa. 
The last time we'd seen Bruce was in 2006 in 
South Carolina when he also pulled in 
desperately late - but THERE! -- at Lin Lewis's 
great collector party. This man has a 1927 
Moon-Hopkins at home and a few Densmores, 
and he'll drive most anywhere to be with us 
friends. 


After everybody had gone home, Jay Williams 
wrote, "So take care; hope we get together 
again before we become someone's prime 
garden soil." 


This was followed by this encouraging e-mail 
sent out by Richard Polt from back home in 
Cincinnati: "Let's do this again soon! Sometime 
I'd like to host a meeting at my house." 
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SIDEBAR: THE MACHINES 


No, there were no Sholes & Gliddens. Yes, 
there was a Sholes Visible. And there by that 
unique machine was the owner of this 
museum/collection, Herman Price, examining 
the vertical row of typebars with fellow 
enthusiasts Richard Polt and Marty Rice, 
discussing how jam-ups could easily occur in 
this early attempt at visible typing. 
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Above: Daugherty prototype alongside a Pittsburg 
Visible typewriter. 


All around us, stood wonderful machines and 
other typewriter memorabilia -- enough to keep 
our jaws flapping for the whole weekend: 


* Another typewriter with the name "Ideal" done 
in black latticework on the sides 

* Jewett, Fox, Yost, and Pittsburg-Visible TWs. 
A Crandall New Model with those "chipped 
pearl" luminescent flowers applied! 

* A Victor carrying the first daisy wheel in the 
world 

* A row of Bar-Lets done in maroon, chrome 
and black. Several chrome-bodied Olivers 

* Good Lord. There is my favorite bronze- 
columned Fay-Sholes! 

* A metal sign: Smith-Premier Grand Prix 
Brussel 

* Santa Claus, on an Underwood poster, with a 
portable slung over his shoulder! 

* A Remington "Telegrapher," likely a 
prototype, "probably never in production," 
Herman says. 

* A white 1904 Blick No. 5 in a glass case 

* A Caligraph No. 1 that Herman and Peter 
Weil and Don Feldman gab over 

* Williams. Sun. Munson 1, 2 and 3. The 
Chicago. No. 10 America. The Conover. 
Remington Standard No. 2, 1888. A prototype 
of the Daugherty that later became the 
Pittsburg. Two of 12 known Peerless 











models. Burns (only 4 known). Edison with 
caps. Fox Sterling. Nickled Columbia. A rare 
Chicago No. 3 with ribbons coming in from all 
directions. 


Later, during "Show & Tell," Herman brought 
out the prototypes and "bastards," the 
incomplete or unlabeled pieces he picked up at 
the auction of the Onandaga (NY) Collection in 
Germany. 


On a pool table (I guess you could call this 
Herman’s version of the “Typing —Pool’), 
Herman plopped down an incomplete square- 
keytopped machine with the serial number of 
#167 that had no ID -- was it a Wellington 
prototype? Or a No. 1.? Beside it, he placed a 
Model 3 Wellington for comparison. 


There were differences, but Jay Williams fitted 
the No. 3's lid right on the prototype, and 
Herman smiled and said, "Goes a long way to 
being a Wellington No. 1!" 


Then he showed what could be the earliest 
Royal Portable in existence from 1926. And 
they compared logos from three early Royal 
TWs. 


Then Richard Polt showed the incredibly rare 
1892 British Fitch he'd found on a Czech 
auction site for a mere $5, rusted solid. He told 
how a solid wheel with hard rubber on a Dremel 
drill "really just melts away the rust." 





Above: ETCetera’s Editor Richard Polt shows off his 
incredibly rare Fitch Typewriter. 
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Herman Price showed the Remington 
Telegraph that Travis Hamric had restored for 
him from a rusty, crusty hulk, sandblasting the 
frame, making decals like the originals. 


Herman and Peter Weil told of seeing the 
Onandaga collection back in the secret days 
before it was dispersed in the Uwe Breker 
auctions overseas. Now, the two collectors are 
unknowingly bidding against each other to get a 
machine or two from that load. 


Then there was a Remington thermometer, 
"made from 1895 to 1904 | would say -- I've 
never seen nothing like it," Peter said. — 
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Above: Bruce Boyd’s Penn State Corona 4 


Bruce Boyd brought along a typewriter 
fashioned in dark blue and white and painted, 
"PENN STATE." He rubbed it in that State had 
trounced the West Virginians 38 years in a row. 
(ouch!). 


There was serious advice (by Marty Rice) on 
how to use kitchen faucet washers from Lowes 
to make exact-fitting feet for Coronas, and how 
to use pullout knobs and vacuum tubing in 
making pinch rollers and other pieces. 


But you knew the show was headed for the 
final curtain along about the time that Herman 
introduced an early Daugherty prototype as 
"the first pornographic machine." Two big 
round ribbon rollers were stuck right on top of 
the machine. Just waiting to be fondled. 


MORE ABOUT MEETINGS 
By Mike Brown 


This wonderfully written account of an equally 
wonderfully fun event got me to thinking....... 

What can any of us do to make our hobby a more 
interactive and fun place to be? 
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The answer is pretty obvious. More face-to-face, 
one-on-one, meetings. Of course the “chat lines” are 
fun and informative, and e-mails and websites are 
gratifying, BUT, these meetings are by far the most 
fun, rewarding, and promotional way to enrich OUR 
hobby. Having personally attended many of these 
meetings over the years, | can endorse them as the 
“way-to-go” and many of my colleagues have 
echoed the same sentiment. 


OK Mike....what is needed to get this action 
started? Well, Herman Price (for one) has already 
shown us how to do it. Just allocate a weekend and 
invite a few collector pals that are within a half (or 
one) day’s drive of your house. Of course a few of 
the die-hards may want to attend and are willing to 
travel a little farther. No! You don’t need to have a 
museum collection in your house, the attendees can 
bring show & tell items with them. (See: | told you 
this was easy!!!) 


Over the years, folks have been encouraged to do 
this but few have stepped up to the plate. | hope to 
change all that by: 


(A) Motivating and encouraging collectors 
to step-up 

(B) Offering names and addresses of possible 
attendees 

(C) Suggesting formats for a 
meeting 

(D) Personally attending as many meetings as 
possible. 


successful 


This is not intended to be a partisan (Typex) effort, 
but instead an offer to reach out to all American 
typewriter collectors everywhere. And of course the 
Overseas, and North American folks would be 
welcome too, but this mainly applies to the U.S.A. 


| trust that Etcetera, Typewriters@ Yahoo chat site, 
and Portable Typewriters @ Yahoo chat site would 
all be included and welcomed with open arms, and 
anyone else for that matter. 

It really is very easy and can be done with very little 
outlay of cash. We all know about the economy, but 
to borrow a line from JFK: 

“Ask Not What Your Hobby Can Do For You....Ask 
What YOU Can Do For YOUR Hobby.” 

Or to Quote the Title of Bill Cosby's new book; 
“Come On , People...” 


Over the coming year, | hope to start contacting 
people directly and asking, begging if necessary for 
their help to achieve this goal. 


| am also open to constructive dialog about this goal 
and ask for any collector who thinks that he/she 
could host a meeting to contact me at: 


Mike Brown,P.O. Box 52607,Philadelphia PA 19115 
e-mail: Typexi1@aol.com Phone (215) 934-7998. 


THANK YOU ! 











CALLING ALL NEWBIES 


By John Payton 


Reading is Fundamental 


This is as true in our hobby/avocation as it is in the 
classroom. Indeed, the world of typewriters is a global 
classroom, isn't it? So, if you are interested in that 
Olympia or Corona or Olivetti or whatever machine 
you hold dear, you are going to be more interested 
than ever if you do a little reading about the origins of 
the typewriter. 


There is much to learn just from the Typewriter and 
Portable Typewriter forums on Yahoo, no doubt. | 
can't think offhand of a better resource for quick, 
expert help or an understanding shoulder to lean on 
when, say, your Royal 10 arrives with chunks broken 
out of what was a near-perfect machine when you 
bought it. 


But to nurture your passion, get your hands on a few 
of the wonderful books that have been written over 
the last hundred years. Yes, | said the last hundred 
years. People were already collecting around the turn 
of the century; there was plenty of controversy about 
who thought up what and when, and enquiring minds 
were busily writing about it even then. Oh, and the 
end of which century? Don’t assume I’m talking about 
the 20" Century, or even the 19". 


In a previous column | listed a number of titles | think 
are essential reading. Some of these are readily 
available, not many are truly inexpensive, and quite a 
few can be had as reproductions from various 
sources. This issue I’m writing about a book that 
probably should be a way down your reading list, but 
one | think will be enjoyed by anybody who has an 
itch to learn more about the typewriter in America. 
The United States of America, that is. Brazil may not 
find it funny if | assume the two are synonymous 
when discussing the early years of the typewriter. 


| like originals of 
books when | can 
manage them. | 
may buy a 
reproduction and 
Tne, be glad to have it, 
Pe Airecate te : but eventually I'm 
going to want the 
Original. Richard N. 


Current’s “The 
Typewriter and 
The Men Who 
Made it” is 
available in 
reproduction at a 
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price that seems very affordable for the delight it 
gives the reader—Office Machines Americana is one 
source that comes to mind. An original is usually 
readily available online, but the price? Oy. Still, if you 
shop carefully and are patient, it can be had without a 
second mortgage. It’s worth it. 


Published in 1954 by the University of Illinois Press, 
this absolutely delightful read focuses almost entirely 
on the life and times of Christopher Latham Sholes 
and James Densmore, mostly from their first meeting 
until their deaths. It isn’t a scholarly book by any 
means. Though there is decent enough 
documentation, the sources used by the author were 
few. Even so, they were the words of the principals 
themselves in most cases, put together in a flowing, 
easy to follow series of chapters that include 
considerable material about the society, politics, 
economics and life of the Wisconsin frontier in the 
mid to late 1800s. There's a bit of philosophy, a bit of 
radical thinking (after all, it’s mostly set in Wisconsin, 
right?), and a touch of turmoil from the Civil War and 
the early days of Big Oil. 


Not many illustrations are included, which surprised 
me, but those that are actually are useful in following 
the development of the type-writer that was propelled 
out of Sholes’ Milwaukee largely by the considerable 
force of will embodied in one James Densmore. You 
get a bit of childhood background on both of these 
complex fellows, but the real focus is the dynamic, 
perhaps even epic struggle between these two men. 
Like we in the USA who just finished an amazing 
political contest, they had much more in common 
than | knew, and embodied many more of the social 
complexities of their days than might be imagined. 


It’s not a long book, only 149 pages from start to 
finish including sources, and the type is clear enough 
and large enough even for my increasingly tired eyes. 
Don't make it your only typewriter book, but don’t 
miss it, either. Next time we'll talk about Michael 
Adiler’s two wonderful books. 


Touch Typing 


My nearby Goodwill 
store usually has a 
couple beat-up 
electronic typewriters 
shoveled into a corner 
along with the corpses 
of VCRs and stacks of 
old 8 track tapes. I’ve 
never found a 
typewriter there, or any 
other thrift shop in the 
Austin area (though I’ve 
had good luck with Craigslist). Most of my collecting 
has been what a long-time collector once referred to 
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as “acquiring”, as one acquires Matchbox toys and 
action figures at Walmart. Yep, I’m an eBay collector. 
For folks like me, whose lives have been changed by 
a typewriter stumbled upon online while looking for 
cast metal cars (or pick your pleasure), knowing what 
you're getting is difficult when you don't have 
anything you can touch and feel before buying, or 
fellow collectors nearby. 


Above | wrote about a delightful book, but books have 
done little more than whet my appetite when it comes 
to making a bidding or buying decision. There are 
several wonderful websites of course that have fine 
illustrations for typewriters made over the decades all 
around the world. But like books, they haven't always 
been helpful when my heart has started to pitty-pat as 
something new, exotic and unfamiliar pops up in an 
eBay typewriter search. As I've added machines to 
my collection, | often have made a decision based on 
very little information about size, weight and design of 
the new addition. On occasion I’ve asked a question 
on one of the forums, but usually | don't feel 
comfortable asking. Worse, | have often assumed, 
based on a lovely photo in a book or a grainy one on 
an 
auction 
listing, that | 
know what 
I'm getting — 
only to find 
when the 
machine 
arrives that | 
really hadn't 
a clue. 





Happily, | 
can say I’ve 
never been 
disappointed 
by a 
typewriter. 
Sure, some 
have been 
pretty sad — 
even some 
in excellent 
condition. 
But only as 
I've 
experienced 
the surprises 
' typewriters 
bring to 
newbies like 
me have | 
come to 
realize how 
useful good 
photos can 
be. I’m not talking about great photography. There 








are some absolutely breathtaking photos online and 
in books. I’m talking about stark, up-close photos that 
remind an old car guy like me of leaning on the fender 
and looking under the hood at an oil and crud-caked 
engine. You look at it, you reach for the work light, 
you crawl around, over, and under it and you get to 
know it as you decide what you’re going to do with it. 


For me, the equivalent is taking pictures of my 
typewriters. It’s hands-on, another kind of touch- 
typing, you might say. 


| started a very plain-Jane website not long after | 
Started collecting antique toy cars and trucks, just for 
the fun of learning how to do it in my own “HTML for 
Dummies” sort of way. When I'd get a new typewriter, 
even before cleaning up the new arrival, I’d snap a 
photo and upload it to the site. It was fun and | could 
show it and the others to my friends, most of whom 
live at a considerable remove from where | live. 


In time, | began to realize that a single, front-quarter 
view just wasn’t enough. I’d unpack a machine and 
my first thought started to be about getting it 
thoroughly photographed, getting to know it. Some of 
this was motivated as well by needing to have an idea 
how much space it was going to take on my limited 
shelving. So, | began to take measurements and write 
them down along with the serial number. | don’t know 
when it was — pretty recently, really — that it dawned 
on me | should include some of this information with 
the photos. So, now i try to remember to include a 
ruler in at least one or two of the photos, and as I’m 
able I’m going back to add more photos to those 
aiready there. 


I’ve got to tell you, this has 
added a new and wonderful 
dimension to the pleasure of 
getting a new _ typewriter. 
Looking at the machine 
through the viewfinder makes 
me see more cleany, think 
more carefully about what | 
have before me. Getting light 
into dark recesses, seeing 
complex mechanisms up close, trying to convey the 
beauty that is found in the details, is a genuine 
delight. | also hope that it will be helpful to somebody 
who is planning to work on their machine, or has 
gotten one apart and (as | did) discovered too late 
that the many, many pictures they took didn’t include 
just the one needed to get that little folding Corona 
back together. 





So, even if you’re a hunt-and-peck typist, you can still 
enjoy the pleasure of touch typing. Just get out that 
digital camera and go at it. You'll have a grand time. 
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“Tho I’ve Belted You ... 
and Flayed You ...” 


You've sent. along a note to the person from whom 
you’ve bought or plan to buy a typewriter. You’ve 
made it graphically clear how fragile the sturdy, 
seemingly indestructible typewriter really is. You’ve 
offered to pay extra just to be sure there are no 
corners cut, no measures not taken to protect and 
preserve your new treasure. But, what happens when 
good packing isn’t enough? 


Probably, your first thought is, “Thank God | insured 
it!” 


Sadly, the reassuring faith that if, heaven forbid, your 
new typewriter arrives in pieces, you at least will be 
able to recover your investment may be far from true. 
Not that I’m about to tell you not to insure your 
machine. Far from it, in most cases. But there is more 
to shipping insurance that one might think. 


For starters, no shipper wants to hear the word 
“antique” used to describe whatever it is you have in 
that box. That simple word, that adjective you 
consider a badge of honor for your Bing or Kantzler, 
is going to raise red flags and barriers to shipping no 
matter to whom you entrust it. UPS, for example, will 
want you just to call it a typewriter, without regard to 
its age. If you plan to ship via some carriers, and you 
insist on insuring the machine as an antique, you may 
be required to obtain an appraisal certificate from a 
certified appraiser supporting the declared value. 


Furthermore, the sky is not the limit for declared value 
even with an appraiser's certificate. Rather, expect 
only to be able to insure in the range of $500 of your 
new acquisition’s value. Granted, that will be fine for 
most of us. But what if you get lucky, even really 
lucky, and find yourself wanting to have your new 
Crandall shipped home across country? You won't be 
able to come close to protecting your investment with 
shipping insurance. No this sort of thing requires 
nerves of steel and (if you'll pardon me) thinking 
outside the box. 


If you ship via UPS, for example, you can insure the 
machine and console yourself with the thought that 
anything is better than nothing and, besides, what are 
the odds it will be damaged? Not good, frankly. | 
purchased a wonderful New Yost recently, insured it 
for $300, and made sure the seller would follow my 
very detailed instructions for packing. | lectured at 
length on the fragility of the casting. | positively 
pontificated on the historical value of the machine in 
his hands at this critical point in its life. 


Of course it arrived smashed. The seller had followed 
my instructions and, though | was devastated, | 
contacted him with the bad news. He, in tur, 
contacted UPS (only the shipper can file the claim 
and, in this case, the actual shipper was the UPS 
store, not the seller—you are not included in the 
process). It has been almost two months now and | 
still don't have a check. | was lucky, though: The UPS 
store helped me by filing an appeal after UPS denied 
the claim. Hint: Don’t burn any bridges. At some 
point | will get a check for $200 — not the full amount, 
but frankly | hoped to buy some grace by asking for 
only a partial payment of the insured amount. It is a 
nerve-wracking process, no- doubt similar whether 
you use UPS, FEDEX, the US Postal Service or any 
other shipping operation. Filing a claim is complex, 
painful and frustrating. It requires dogged 
persistence, the persistence of a junkyard dog hot on 
the trail of a trespasser. 


But, back to insuring, and that Crandall you need to 
get home. What, just possibly, is the best insurance 
ne: — = of all? | 
have been 
persuaded 
that 
shipping by 
air, using 
whatever 
equivalent 
of ‘Priority 
Mail you 
can buy, 
will improve 
your odds 
greatly. 
Fewer days 
en ___ route, 
fewer hands tossing the box, equals less chance of 
disaster. The only other insurance that might be 
better is to get in your car, on a train, or on an 
airplane and go get it. 





Just a side note in conclusion. When you get your 
typewriter, no matter who has shipped it, take photos 
as you unpack. Don’t treat that box like a Christmas 
package, ripping and tearing and sending packing 
materials flying willy-nilly. Take your time, take 
photos, and don’t throw anything away until you have 
a check in hand. When the shipping company finally 
settles, make sure it is they who Say of you, 


“Tho I’ve belted you and flayed you, 
By the livin’ Gawd that made you, 
You’re a better man than | am, Gunga Din” ... 


- Rudyard Kipling - 
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The Exchange 
and Mart —- the 
eBay of the past 


By Nick Fisher 


| was first struck with a fascination of old adverts 
when | was at school. In the corner of the 
classroom in my Victorian built school was a pile 
of old bound magazines including The Sphere 
and The Daily Graphic. As well as being crammed 
with articles about the Boer and Russo-Japanese 
wars, they also contained fascinating adverts from 
cure-all’s to steam cabinets, women’s fashions 
and various food stuffs, some peculiarly British 
and still with us now, like Bovril and Cadbury's 
chocolate. A few misspent lunch hours saw more 
than a few of these cut out and smuggled away. | 
have them today, 35 years later. 


SOVIET BOURLES 





As a student, some 10 years later, | had started 
on the typewriter trail and was researching for my 
undergraduate dissertation (about typewriters of 
course!) and started to collect again, but this time 
just photocopies! Since then | have obtained a 
number of original adverts; where | can complete 
with the magazine or paper they came from. I'm 
now more of a conservationist than a vandal. 


A few years ago | bought six copies of The 
Exchange and Mart, published between 1921 and 
1938. | took a quick look at them and put them 
aside, as there were no pictures. The Exchange 
and Mart represents the eBay of its day. It was 
pretty much possible to buy or sell anything and 
was launched in 1868, continuing in publication 
right up to today. My interest in the magazine 
was rekindled when | found a volume of facsimile 
editions last year, dating between 1868 and 1948. 


The first reference | found to type writers and 
typewriters was in the June 28 edition of 1889, 
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with Hall and Remington machines for sale or 


required, under the heading of ‘Writing. 

Interestingly there is mention of the Invincible, a 

63 shilling (three guineas) typewriter. This was 

being sold for 10 shillings and sixpence (10/6d). 

Does anyone know what this machine was or 

have an example? At this point | have to describe 

the arcane manner currency at this time. 

B ee 

| “+¥ PEWRITERS FROM cGo- | 
SAFES, NEW, 37/6 

OFFICE FURNITURE of 2 

every description, new and 

second-hand. Largest Assort- 


ment. Lowest Prices. If unable 
to call, write for catalogue. 
A.M.COLEMAN & CO = 
28-29 & 61-52, Chancery Lane, W.0.2 @&& 
"Phone: Holborn 0182 & 3. 








There were 12 pennies to the shilling and 20 
shillings to the pound (240 pennies all told!). At 
this time the other denomination was the Guinea, 
comprising 21 shillings (252 pennies). My, | was 
happy when decimalisation happened in 1971! 


In 1889 you could hire machines from 15 shillings 
per month and be supplied with ‘Ladies well 
trained’ by Taylor's School, 57 and 69 Chancery 
Lane, London. Perhaps there was a reason you 
could not get well trained ladies? Tuition and 
dictation practice could be had at the Metropolitan 
School of Shorthand, close by at 27 Chancery 
Lane, at the heart of the legal district. 


It is no surprise that from the earliest editions of 
the Exchange and Mart that miscreants were 
identified in ‘The Black Book’! In 1889 these 
included the now long departed ‘Jos Hunter or 
Jos Hunter Rowe, of Elm or Emneth, Wisbech’. 
As the magazine advised, ‘Readers of our paper 
should be cautious not to play into the hands of 
rogues by sending goods or money to strangers 
without security... ... Unless you know who and 
what your correspondent is, it is folly to trust him. 
We cannot possibly guarantee the bona fides of 
the thousands who advertise and answer the 
advertisements in each issue of our paper’. 
Sounds all too familiar today? 


By 10 February 1905 the E&M has a typewriter 
expert and the machine justifies its own heading. 
Many machines are listed including, Lambert (a 
‘revolution’ in typewriters) £ 3 shillings, Brooks (£3 
14s 6d), Globe (£1 4s), Blicks (from £3 14s 9d) 
and three Armstrong machines); (‘in good 
condition’). What offers? No exchange. Apply 
Secretary, c/o Housekeeper, 110 Fenchurch-St 
E.C.. Another ad offers No. 7 Remington, 
Manhattans and Caligraphs from 39 shillings (one 
pound and nineteen shillings, or in modern cash, 
one pound and ninety five pence!). Yosts were 
obviously at a premium for manuscript work at 
this time. As one advertiser, Miss Shelton, stated, 
‘Manuscripts promptly typewritten on latest Yost 





machine, 9d (old pence, and 3.75 modern pence) 
per 1000 words’. Standard rates at this time were 
between 6d and 7d per thousand, presumably if 
typed on anything less exotic! 


Elsewhere in the edition an Ideal can be had for 
£13 13 shillings, or a National for £5 and a Postal 
for £3! This year sees the greatest variety of 
machines on offer, from the magazines | have 
found. How |, and | guess any of you would love 
to find the machines for the sort of prices above! 
Still, my partner, Maureen, tells me that when she 
started work in 1965 her pay was a mere £5 per 
week, which kind of puts it in proportion! My 
grandfather was taking home a similar amount in 
the 1930s as the bread winner for a family of four 
children! 


By 1919 some of the old makes were still there on 
the second hand market, with a Densmore listed 
at £7 and a Yost at £10. There is also a 
Remington 7 listed at £12 12 shillings and an 
Adler 7 at £12 10 shillings. A brand new Monarch 
can be yours for £36 and a Salter Visible for £18, 
which was probably better value than the blind 
writers above? In the same edition an advertiser 
asked for a spare ribbon spindle and draw band 
for a Fox. Fox machines are rare in the UK today 
and the chances are that even then spares were 
rare. Carl Mares states in his History of the 
Typewriter. 


‘A very large and extensive establishment was 
taken in a most out-of-the-way place for a 
typewriter concern, namely, the Westminster 
Bridge Road, London E.C........however it soon 
disappeared from view’. 


Interestingly in the same edition is an advert for 
‘demobilised typewriters’, placed by ‘the Manager, 
29 Walbrook, London E.C.’. The world wars 
greatly affected the availability of machines and it 
appears that government supplies were entering 
back into circulation at this time. The Oliver was 
the machine of choice for the British army at that 
time. 


If there was a glut of machines in 1919 this was 
not to be the case in 1948. A virtually bankrupt 
Britain had rationing until the early i950s. 
Typewriter supplies were poor, so it is not a 
surprise to find the entries in the 1 January 1948 
edition of the E&M was a short list indeed, and 
mostly ‘wants’! They include a request for a case 
for a Continental portable (possibly ‘liberated’ by 
British forces?) A portable typewriter, no name 
supplied, is offered for £25, a small fortune at that 
time. One advertiser requests, hopefully, a 
‘Portable wanted, one needing attention would 
suit’. A Monarch is offered for £15, again not 


cheap, given the vintage. As Wilf Beeching 
suggests, virtually any old wreck could be sold in 
post-war, austerity Britain! 


Returning to an earlier date, 1938 machines can 
be had at altogether more reasonable prices: 


Royal No 5 - £6 10 shillings 

Yost - £1 5 shillings 

Corona 4, ‘recent model’ - £8 or 14 
shillings per month 

Oliver - 55 shillings (£2 15 shillings) 
Underwood, ‘Perfect - £5 


A Federal could be yours for £4 10 shillings, 
which might seem steep given the prices above. 


In my esoteric ‘trawi | also came across several 
curious adverts, including one from 3 December 
1927 for a ‘Remington Portable, scarcely used, 
only bought few weeks before death of owner, 
excellent condition, no dealers’. In the same 
edition and advertiser lists, rather hopefully, an 
‘Oliver No.2, condition new, sacrifice £3.9s, worth 
£20'! The 18 February 1936 edition sports the 
advert ‘Royal X or Underwood and specimen of 
type and price, working order not necessary’. 
You rather wonder how they are going to get the 
specimen if the machine is not working! 


The 19 May 1922 edition contains an ad for a 
Remington 7 (£5 10 shillings), ‘standard machine, 
last a lifetime’. Well several lifetimes actually, and 
the value has dropped still further. | bought one 
on eBay recently for £5 plus carriage. The same 
issue lists a ‘Fay-Sholes’, apparently in perfect 
condition for just £4. 


Few dealers advertised in the E&M, though there 
is one illustrated here. 


1 must end with a couple of non-typewriter ads 
which prove that we collectors are no weirder 
than any others: 


‘Grand collection of old torture instruments, mounted on 
panels and classified, also nearly 200 old oil paintings, 
engravings, coloured and plain, and prints, all framed 
and illustrate the manner of using the instruments on 
the victims, printing blocks and posters, and large 
photos of the same, an exhibition of interest to young 
and old, suit seaside or pleasure resort, or a 
private museum. Offered for £50, room urgently 
wanted: cost hundreds of pounds. Pullman, 201 King 
St, Hammersmith, London 


MiCE—Genuine Japanese waltzing mice 1/6 pair. 
Waltz, 31 Carlton Vale, London, W. 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 


Hi boy's and girl's! Well, a lot has been going on 
at Typex, and typewriter collecting in general. 








| got sucked back into the “TypeArtist TypeWorld” 
when | discovered the truly amazing accomplishments 
of the gifted artist Paul Smith. Paul was from 
Philadelphia originally, but sadly he left this world in 
2007. 







I WANT YOU TO 





However, he did leave behind a very inspiring story 
and plenty of incredible works of art for us to ponder. 





ABOUT TYPEX 


| hope you all enjoy and savor this wonderful gift 
that this talented and inspired fellow has given us. 


We all read in the last issue of Typex, just how much fun, excitement, and 
learning can be had at these gatherings. One of the best parts is putting faces to 
the names of folks whom you already have communicated with via the Internet. 


So with that news includes a concerted effort on behalf of Travis Hamric, 
Richard Polt, and me, to try to assist and promote the hosting and attending of 
regional meetings and gatherings of typewriter collectors in the U.S.A. All are 
invited and encouraged to come out from behind their computers to host and 
attend. Travis (travis@tttypewriters.com) has started a database of contact info 
for anyone who has an interest in taking part. Please contact him or myself (Mike 
Brown) at (Typex1@aol.com) or Richard Polt at (Polt@xavier.edu). 

Updates about these meetings will be posted in the ETCetera and Typex 
newsletters. And online at TYPEWRITERS@yahoogroups.com and 
THEPORTABLETYPEWRITERFORUM@Yahoogroups.com 


Please stuff our mailboxes, so we can begin our assistance with organizing 
these meetings. (You will thank me later.) 


8 8 SSP OOPS 


News from Overseas: by Les Owen, England 
This installment is by Nick Fisher who is filling in for Les Owen 


Spring is in the air and it is time to get the machines out into the open and give 
them a good dusting. Well, 19 done and about another 150 or so that are on 
display still to do. As you know, by the time you have finished it is time to start all 
over again, a bit like the Firth of Forth railway bridge or if you prefer Brooklyn 
Bridge! 


Last weekend | went to see some friends in Somerset who are having to dispose 
of their collection as they are elderly and are downsizing their home. They had tried 
giving it to the National Trust, the heritage charity which does much to preserve the 
countryside and great houses of the past over here. They were turned down, | 
guess naturally, as they are concerned with culture, chandeliers and chintz! It has 
to be said that there is nothing exceptional in the collection (which includes Blicks, 
an Empire, Mignon and a Royal Bar-Lock) but it is a shame that they could not have 
been found a good home, especially as they would have gone with all the related 
ephemera of a once thriving typewriter business. The National Trust does a great 
job preserving our countryside but | guess it is our job to keep the flag flying for the 
typewriter? 


Forays into UK eBay have been very unproductive and there have been no 
surprises or delights to be had. At the moment a seller is pushing a Woodstock 8 at 
£199 as it is, apparently, “very rare” and “desirable”. Tempted again to email and 
explain the truth, | guess they may learn if the machine does not get a bite? | have 
received an ancient chocolate box with a picture of Oliver and operator on the top 
through the post today, complete with light blue ribbons. Sadly, no 1907 chocolates 
inside! Who was the admirer that sent the stenographer this little gift all those 
years ago? It might have ended in marriage or perhaps to unrequited love? 
Anyway, this little treasured box is now in my safekeeping and still holds its secrets. 


| had a friend around today and she brought her two youngest kids, Kirsty and 
Kenny who soon got to grips with a Royal 10 and Oliver 15, with which they were 
soon writing little comments about each other. Of course they had to learn how to 
strike (rather than push) the keys and work the shifts, back-spacer and work out 
how to type an exclamation mark. Quite smitten, Kirsty is now after a typewriter of 
her own. A new convert, perhaps? 


As ever, my contact email is lo@landbee.freeserve.co.uk Phone: 44 (0)151 424 4271. 
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TELL TWO FRIENDS 
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Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet Lynda Beckler 


What IS this thing??2 





This home-built indexer was on German 
eBay in February. My command of German is 
almost non-existent, so | ran the text through an 
on-line translator. Here’s what came out: 


“I have found that in a box. If an own 
construction is certainly during the years of 
war and has also functioned surely properly. 
In the baseplate was sometimes a woodworm 
- now, however, it has trickled no more. 

On top there stands small typewriter and in 
front the letters are arranged. The letter 
choice is dripped about a rotary plate and 
afterwards the letter is printed on the sheet.” 


Trickling woodworms and dripping rotary 
plates.....1 think | could have translated as well 
on my own. 


If one of my faithful readers is the lucky buyer of 
this item, would you be so kind as to let me know 
what you think it is? Is it truly a one-of-a-kind? 
Or is ita more common indexer with a custom 
cabinet built around it? 
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oe baywatch... 


recent eBay auction highlights. 


From the last quarter of 2008. 


All prices have been converted to US dollars and, 
in the'case of live auctions, do NOT include the 


auctioneer’s fees. 





Peoples 
Hall (New York) 
Hammond Ideal 
Hammond Ideal 
Hall (New York, wide carriage) 
Jewett #4 
“Homemade” Index (see photo) 
Odell 1-B 


New Century #5 
Pittsburg #10 


Simplex 








811 
Smith Premier #1 801 
Hammond 2 — retro-fit for blind 548 

534 

simples cI 


365 








New York Times Dated March 25, 1896 


WHERE WOMEN EAT LUNCH 


Popularly Known As “The Typewriter’ Exchange.” 





An Eatinghouse Where Hundreds of Nimble-Fingered Printers 
of Letters for Business Men Take Their Daily Lunch---And 
Also Exchange Views on Many Topics While Being Cared for 
by Serving Maids Who Expect No Fees. 


tHHttetstttet 


“The Typewriters’ Exchange” is the popular name for a 
certain lunchroom in Park Row, where nimble-fingered young 
women who put the ideas of down-town businessmen upon 
neatly printed sheets congregate at noontime and exchange 
their views upon all the topics which interest womankind. 


This lunchroom probably entertains about as many young 
business women daily as any other place in the city. It has 
attractions of many kinds for this important element of the 
business world. It provides a maximum amount of food for a 
minimum amount of money. It is clean, and it is not necessary 
to fee the waiters. This last is a great consideration to the 
prudent mind of the young woman who is just getting an 
insight into business methods. 


The waiters are young women who are not supposed to 
expect fees for their services. That does not exactly agree with 
the advancing principles of women for women, but it is a fact 
nevertheless. 


The typewriter is there in every form in which that business 
woman appears in thousands of offices. She is fair, she is 
plump, and sometimes she is even forty. But most of them are 
young girls, with rosy cheeks and bright eyes, dressed very 
sensibly, and eating a luncheon quite as effective as to its 
powers of nourishment as that of the men who are separated 
from her, Quaker fashion, across the way. 





There are damsels of more frivolous appearance, whose 
weekly salaries are evidently expended in gay gowns and pretty 
hats, and whose curly locks betray a great expenditure of time 
and effort. But they are the exception. 


The young woman of the type machines visit the 
Typewriters’ Exchange in hundreds at noon, but by actual 
count they are outnumbered by the men three to one. At other 
times in the day, there is only a sprinkling of women. 





The Indian Princess Veragua, who is interested in politics, 
woman suffrage, and any number of social reforms, is often a 
visitor at the “exchange.” ‘ 


A woman physician, who was at one time a visitor miner in 
the country, and worth $2,000,000—in mining stock—came for ¢ 
a long time from an up-town hotel, with her husband, every 
evening to the “exchange” to take dinner. “Billy” West of 
Primrose & West may be seen there, with his pretty wife, once 
in a while in the Summer time while on his way to or from his 
home in Bensonhurst. Clergymen are frequent visitors to the 
lunchroom. 


The President of the New-York Vegetarian Society is a 
regular visitor. His bill of fare consists of two boiled eggs. He 
might take eggs cooked in another form at home, but at the & 
“exchange” he is sure that no unhallowed substances enter into 
the piece de resistance of his dinner if he breaks the shells 
himself. 


He does not believe in eating anyway. It is a necessary but 
vulgar practice men share with the lowest animals, he says. He 
believes in absorbing only the smallest amount of nutriment 
necessary to sustain life. But even he succumbs occasionally to 
the flesh pots of Egypt, and adds to his regular menu alas! 
Indigestible, un-nutritious hot cakes and syrup. 


Newspaper people without number, both men and women 
patronize the “exchange.” There is the editor of a “woman’s 
page,” who sometimes sleeps twenty hours on her day of rest: 

a woman paragrapher who is said to make a salary which 
reaches well up into the thousands; the managing editor of a 
big daily, an art editor, and an Albany reporter of State affairs. 


There are young women who come in with their best young 
men for cream and cake at night: fathers and mothers with 
two or three small children; college boys, and less frequently, a 
fine looking man in a dress suit, with his wife in a satin and 
diamonds. 


Still it is “The Typewriter Exchange.” They are the only 
patrons who form a distinct class. & 
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A Blick Cash Register!!!??? 


The patent drawings shown below represent Charles F. 

& Crowder’s idea of how to turn a typewriter into a cash 
register. In this case he chose to use a Blickensderfer 
machine to demonstrate his brainchild. Charles hailed 
from Richmond, Indiana and filed his patent on Jul 14, 
1902 and it was granted on Jul 14, 1903, exactly one 
year later. Patent # 733,815. 


0..F. OBOWDER. 
’ GASH REGISTER. 


APPLIOATION FILED JULY 14, 1902. 








848 








(Be Motel) ‘ L 
@. 0. BLIOKENSDERFER. 
TIPE WRITING MAOKIBE, 


Patented Sept. 10, 1889. 


No. 410,662. 





Hitne: Inverter, 
LL Fainfirt Se. Lb Reistaseger 
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™ ete) 
4 @. 0. BLIOKENapERrER. “““**™* * 
WRITING MACHINE. 


Ro, 410,062. Patented Sept, 10, 1869. 





¥ Above: A Blickensderfer 


Type--Writing Machine? 


This “contraption” is just about as good as it gets. 


’ Strangely, it comes from George C. Blickensderfer 


himself. It was filed on Jan. 13, 1887 and was issued 
on Sept. 10, 1889. it is patent # 410,662. I’m certainly 


_ ho patent expert but after reading this one twice, | still 
- have no idea what this machine was supposed to do or 
. how it was to be done. Maybe one of our more astute 
‘ readers will write ‘and clue us in. At any rate it sure is 


fun to look at, and just imagine if someone were to 
come forward and say they found one “out in the . 
barn.” What a day that would be! 








TYPEWRITER MEETINGS... 


As many of you know by now, an effort is being put forth to help 
organize regional collector meetings in the US. This has been 
reported in the ETCetera newsletter, here, and in the Yahoo 
portable typewriter forum and TYPEWRITERS lists online. The 
goal is to bring far-flung typewriter collectors of new, old, 
portables, office machines, electrics and antiques alike together 
so they can enhance the hobby and make it better for all. It is 
also hoped to encourage new collectors to join the fold. The 
contact information and an updated list of proposed meetings 
follow: 


Meetings coordinator: Travis Hamric, WV_ contact: 


travis@tttypewriters.com phone (304) 364-5685. 


Meeting assistants: 


Mike Brown, PA contact: typex1@aol.com 
Richard Polt, OH contact: Polt@xavier.edu 


If you are interested in hosting please contact Travis directly 
and supply him with your name, a contact phone number, the 
address where you propose to hold the meeting, and the 
proposed date and possible list of activities. (Note: it is probably 
better if you can host at your house or a no-fee location as most 
collectors are reluctant to spend large sums to attend. Also keep 
in mind that when suggesting dates, weekends are probably 
more acceptable to most of the attendees’ schedules). 


MEETINGS SCHEDULES: 


**Please contact us to add your name to the attendees, and 
encourage your collector pals to do the same** 


SOUTHEAST REGION: 


Thomas Federico (Atlanta area) has offered to host a meeting at 
his home at 256 Providence Oaks Cir., Alpharetta, GA 30009. 


Phone: (678) 580-0732 

Date: May 9" / 10" @ 10:00 a.m. Kicking things off will be a 
brunch provided by Thomas and then a viewing of his collection. 
Please feel free to bring along anything you would like to share. 
Possible Attendees: 

Jay Williams, GA 

Alison Scott, LA 

Cuyler Brooks, GA 

Mike Smith, GA 

MID-ATLANTIC REGION 


Host: Travis Hamric (West Virginia area) 


Tentative location: Travis’ house in Frametown, WV 26623 





Tentative date: Nov. 1°', 2009 


Possible attendees: Herman Price, WV; Dan De Sousa, DC; 


Mike Brown, PA; Marty Rice, PA; Laura Brendon, OH; Jac : 


Knarr, NJ; Rich Willinger, NJ; Peter Weil, DE; Jett Morton, ; 
Jay Respler, NJ; Tony Casillo, NY; Richard Polt, OH; and Gabe 
Burbano, NJ. 


Details to follow. 
NORTHWEST REGION 
Host: Mark Kronquist 


Tentative location: Lucky Labrador Brewing Co. 915 SE 
Hawthorne Blvd, Portland, OR 97214 ph. (503) 236-3555 


Tentative dates: The date for this meeting is yet undetermined. 
If you are interested in attending please contact me and | will 
keep everyone updated. 


SOUTHWEST REGION 
Now forming in Texas—more info to come. 


In the March issue of the German newsletter HBw-Aktuell, 
Editor Peter Muckermann noted: “The last ‘international’ and 
large meeting took place in the fall of 2000. At that time, quite a 
few foreign collectors attended, and it was very successful. 
Since | was present, | have long wished for another large 
meeting in the US. Maybe the IFHB (Germany) and the SHB 
(Switzerland) could organize something together with ou 
American collector friends? The IFHB has three members in the 
USA, including Richard Polt and Herman Price---so something 
should be possible. In any case, | will be glad to help with the 
organization.” Stefan Beck of Switzerland has also offered to 
assist. 


Editor's note: This news is very exciting and hopefully we can 
get some regional meetings with good results, and then address 
a national or international meeting. | was also present at the 
Typewriter Convention in 2000 (in Philadelphia, PA) and it was 
a really grand time and something | will always have fond 
memories of. There were nearly 90 people at that gathering 
and Tony Casillo did a great job of putting it together. 


Mike Brown (Typex newsletter Editor) has agreed to offer as an 
incentive to anyone who "hosts" a meeting of a minimum of 
eight collectors (during the 2009 calendar year) a one-year (four 
issues) free subscription to Typex. If the host already 
subscribes, then he/she would receive the 2010 year at no 
charge. This incentive only applies to meetings in the U.S. and 
Canada. Richard Polt, Editor of ETCetera, has agreed to do the 
same with that newsletter. We would ask that the recipient write 
a % to % column describing the meeting and submit it to either 
Typex or ETCetera. 


PLEASE HELP US--HELP YOU--SIGN UP NOW & 
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@ ARTIST EXTRAODINAIRE: 


(the late) PAUL SMITH 


Paul Smith, the man with extraordinary talent 
was born in Philadelphia on September 21, 
1921 with severe cerebral palsy. 


Not only had Paul beaten the odds of a life 
with spastic cerebral palsy, a disability that 
impeded his speech & mobility but also taught 
himself to become a master artist as well as a 
terrific chess player even after being devoid of 
a formal education as a child. 


"When typing, Paul used his left hand to 
steady his right one. Since he couldn't press 
two keys at the same time, he almost always 
locked the shift key down and made his 
pictures using the symbols at the top of the 
number keys. In other words, his pictures 
were based on these characters .... @# $ % * 


&*()_ 


Across seven decades, Paul created hundreds 
of pictures. He often gave the originals away. 
Sometimes, but not always, he kept or 
received a copy for his own records. 


As his mastery of the typewriter grew, he 
developed techniques to create shadings, 
colors, and textures that made his work 
resemble pencil or charcoal drawings." 


This great man passed away on June 25, 2007, 
but left behind a collection of his amazing 
artwork that will be an inspiration for many. 


Typewriter Art 


Can you believe that this art was created 
using a typewriter? 


[To learn more about typewriter art/artist's see: Typex Vol. 13 issue 
2, dated May 2001.] To learn more about Paul Smith and his works 


visit: http://www.typewritermuseum.org/lib/library art2.html (all lower 


case.) 





ABOUT THE ARTIST: PAUL SMITH 


With much sadness at our loss of a truly great man that 
we note that Paul passed away on June 25, 2007. 


Although severe cerebral palsy kept him out of school, it 
didn't prevent him from having a remarkable life. With much 
humility and a charming, self-depreciating sense of humor, 
he became a man who excelled at making the lives of those 
around him much richer. 

Paul spoke of his family and of his upbringing in very 
affectionate terms. He often recalled boating trips on the 
Delaware River and, later, to Bermuda. It's no surprise that 
he made a couple dozen pictures of boats and ships. 

= = el ~ 2 
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As a young adult, Paul moved with his parents to 
Hollywood, Florida where he lived until they passed away. 


His incredible visualization and calculation skills helped to 
make him a formidable chess player. Paul would stop doing 
just about anything else when he had a chance to play a 
game! When typing, Paul used his left hand to steady his 
right one. 


Since he couldn't press two keys at the same time, he 
almost always locked the shift key down and made his 
pictures using the symbols at the top of the number keys. 





Across seven decades, Paul created hundreds of pictures. 
He often gave the originals away. Sometimes, but not 
always, he kept or received a copy for his own records. 

It's interesting to see how he gradually refined his use of 
perspective and coloring, and how his subject matter 
reflected the events and personalities of the times. 

From 1967 until his death on June 25, 2007, Paul lived at 
Rose Haven Nursing Center in Roseburg, Oregon, USA. 


He was, and is, an inspiration for all. 
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An assortment of artwork done with a typewriter by the amazing (late) PAUL SMITH & 
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More artwork samples by the late PAUL SMITH. Typewriter Artist Extraordinaire. 


















CALLING ALL NEWBIES 


By John Payton 


Is That Really All There Is? 


There is always the chance that you will find yourself, 
heart beating and palms sweating, facing your 
computer screen and counting down the seconds until 
an eBay auction ends. Or, you will be working your 
way around an antique shop, or a thrift store, trying 
not to Knock over things long broken or perhaps very 
valuable, and suddenly you'll see a shape, a gleam, 
that makes you stop and look more closely to confirm 
that what you suspected is true: There is an oldie, 
there is an old typewriter. Is it one for you? Will you 
take it home? 


It has been like that for me for almost three years now, 
and the thrill is just as strong as it was when | first laid 
eyes on a Blick 7 and thought, “That's the most 
beautiful thing | have ever seen.” 


But there comes a time, with increasing frequency 
lately, that | just look. There are even times | don’t 
look; | just think. This column has come due at just 
such a time. | don’t have a typewriter | want right now. 
My other hobby, rubber toy cars and trucks, is also at 
the point of waiting. My Model A is still sitting in the 
middle of the shop, and it is waiting, too. What is it I’m 
waiting for? 


My wife and | live in a little bungalow built in 1940. In 
the hallway there is a phone alcove, where at one time 
a black, Bakelite phone probably stood. The fabric 
covered wire for it is still in the wall; | remember 
finding it when | pulled the wire for the thermostat. 


The phone is long gone, of course, but the little shelf 
still serves a purpose. On it is a photo of my Dad, 
passed now, but on that day standing in front of a 
wind-blown flag while being honored for service in 
WWII and Korea, while being remembered for his 
service as a POW. With his photo are my glasses and, 
in its original box, my dad’s favorite fishing reel. There 
is a book about plastics, two issues of The National 
Geographic magazine, Dave Leopard’s book, Rubber 
Toy Vehicles, and two books about typewriters that 
are almost as well worn as that fishing reel. The first is 
Darryl Rehr’s, the second Michael Adler’s. For the 
newbie, both are essential reading. 


What I’ve found is that when the urge to go looking for 
something new to add to the collection seems to 
wane, when the time or inclination to hit the Internet or 
the shops loses its pull, that’s the time to think about 
taking a fresh look at your hobby or hobbies. For me, 
that fresh look comes through the pages of a book. 
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The two typewriter books there with my Dad’s 
photograph are the ones | find most often fit the bill 
when | want to think about the history of the hobby, or 
want to take just a second to look up a quick tidbit 
about a typewriter, or find a nice photo to show a 
visiting friend. 


Darryl Rehr wrote Antique Typewriters & Office 
Collectibles in 1997. Published by Collector Books, it 
is now out of print but you can often find a copy on 
eBay, or you can purchase one, if he still has some on 
hand, from the author himself. The purpose of the 
book, he said, was “to be an identification guide, 
offering a broad view of historical typewriters for 
anyone who is interested.” 





If you’re new to typewriters, as | was when | bought 
my first of three copies (one has had to be punched 
for a 3-ring binder after all the pages fell out from use), 
you will be able to learn a great deal about these 
wonderful machines from this book. It opens with a 
brief history, but the real meat of the book is the 
photography and concise story of each of the major 
and minor players, from Adler to Yost. There are 148 
glossy pages filled with typewriters, the photos are 
plentiful and well done, and there is a bonus section 
on ribbon tins that will truly delight you. Other bonus 
sections touch on calculators, check protectors, pencil 
sharpeners, and typewriter ephemera. 


As Rehr notes, “The scope ... is fairly broad, but it 
doesn’t include every typewriter ever made.” The book 
is slanted toward American makes, he adds, and for 
the most part conventional machines are not included 
“unless they have a certain importance to the story of 





the typewriter industry.” Believe me, you won’t come 
away feeling short-changed. The book is a treasure 
trove of photos and information you will enjoy again 
and again, and will find yourself reaching for it often. 
Don’t be surprised if, like me, you use it so often that 
you want copies readily at hand by your computer, 
your bedside, and yes, in the hallway phone alcove 
outside the bathroom. 





Rehr’s book is a great introduction to antique 
typewriters and a practical everyday tool as well. But 
in time you will want more — more history, more 
machines, more detailed technical information, and of 
course more photographs. Michael Adler has 
published two books that are essential for collectors’ 
libraries: The Writing Machine: A History of the 
Typewriter (George Allen & Unwin Ltd., London, 1973) 
and Antique Typewriters From Creed to QWERTY 
(Shiffer Publishing Ltd., Atglen, PA, 1993). 


This being a column for newbies, | believe Adler's 
second book is best read before the first. If you want 
to go deeper, you will head straight for the bookstore 
for the second after finishing the first, believe me. 
These are both hardcover books, and it’s fair to say 
both are considered to be the two testaments of the 
typewriter Bible for serious collectors. Readily found 
online, they may at first seem too expensive for a 
newbie budget. Not so. The value received is far more 
than the money spent. 


Adler approaches the rich and complex history of the 
typewriter generation by generation. First, “The Age of 
Invention” explores not only the early days of the 
typewriter, but also the context of those times and the 
other great inventors and inventions directly related to 
the birth of the typewriter — roughly 100 years that can 
only be described as riveting reading. 


The second, “The Age of Manufacture”, takes us 
through the years when typewriters first began to 
appear in the marketplace. 


The third, “The Age of Mass Production” Part 1, and 
the fourth “The Age of Mass Production’, Part 2, are 
the chapters of our age. They begin well before any of 
us were around, but end in times many of us will 
remember. And why two parts? Because, as Adler 
says, there was plenty left to do: “Getting the 
typewriter out of the patent office and into the limited 
manufacture of shorthand machines or printing 
telegraphs or machines for the blind was one thing, 
but breaking into mass production of a conventional 
typewriter and ultimately getting the machine into 
every office and home was to prove a different 
proposition altogether.” 


The three Ages occupy but the first 84 pages. The 
remaining 117 or so pages are devoted to the 
machines that were manufactured, and those that 
were not, with many wonderful diagrams and 
hundreds of beautiful photos supporting the 
straightforward and occasionally humorous text. 


Though the book is a thoroughly researched, well- 
documented and authoritative work, it is also in places 
a very a very personal story of one man’s involvement 
in collecting and studying old typewriters. You will be 
surprised as well: So much more is encompassed 
within the invention of the typewriter than you can 
possibly have imagined that you will on occasion be 
astonished, and your perceptions challenged. 


As Adler says, “It was not so long ago that only the 
most intrepid of men would admit publicly to collecting 
old typewriters. One would have to steel oneself for 
the inevitable hilarity which would greet such a 
confession.” No doubt the not inconsiderable number 
of men and women who are carrying on the early work 
of those collectors today will feel the tug of a smile 
reading that recollection. And certainly the new 
collector will in time either lose interest or begin to 
realize a deepening interest that goes far beyond the 
thrill of the hunt and the acquisition of that special one 
(or dozen) typewriters that occupy many hours and 
dollars (or Euros or ... well, you know). 


When that time comes, or when you begin to feel 
you're drifting and unsure where you want to go with 
your interest in typewriters and type writing, turn toa 
book. It may well be that you will not only know more 
about your particular typewriter, and the history of 
typewriters, but also more about the complexities of 
our technologies and their inter-relationships over 
many, many hundreds of years. There are surprises 
waiting for you, delightful surprises and delicious 
puzzles. 
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Todd, Libanus McLoud 


The following data is extracted from Todd Family Genealogy. 


(Ed. Note: This apparent first-hand account of the inter-workings of the 
Todd family, and the Todd company, tell a really neat story about how 
inventors and companies struggled under sometimes primitive conditions to 
make a success of their business. Even though this particular accounting 
is about a Check Writer, I'm sure it was much the same for typewriter and 
other related companies.) 


Libanus McLoud Todd’, (Asahel®, Asahel’, Jehiel®, Stephen’, Stephen’, 
Samuel’, Samuel’, Christopher’) born July 14, 1862, married Nora 
Agnes Conway. 


Libanus M. Todd is the President of The Todd 
Protectograph Company, of Rochester, N. Y., and 
inventor of the famous machines which bear his name. Of 
the achievements and the development of the company 
which was organized by he and his brother, George W. 
Todd, he writes the following on their twentieth 
anniversary. 


Last week Charlie Tiefel and I took the car and drove to 
the old house on Gregory Street, where, twenty years ago, 
we built the first Protectograph. You may imagine that 
you have seen us right back where we started twenty 
years ago. Our hair is grayer and things have changed 
considerably during that time. 


I could not help but think over the many interesting things 
that have occurred in this business since that sunny June 
day, twenty years ago, when we sat under the trees and 
worked out the problems that came to us on this first 
machine. Walter Todd, a lad of thirteen, was at that time 
building a boat, and having the usual good time that 
comes to boys of his age, and my own family had not yet 
begun to arrive. Little did we think in those days that in 
this brief period of time such an organization would be 
built up to carry the name "Protectograph" into all parts of 
the civilized world. 


I can well remember the first year, during which time our 
output and sales totaled one hundred machines. During 
that and the period following there were many nights 
when I went to the express office with our day's output, 
three Protectographs in each hand, and shipped them out 
to our agents or customers. 


The next Fall when George W. Todd went to the Banker's 
Convention at Richmond, and returned with orders for 
some twenty odd machines from various banks, we felt 
that we had a real incentive for working out 
improvements, and producing a larger number of 
machines. During the first year, we had worked out some 
ideas for improvements, but during the entire twenty 
years, the design and size of the machine has remained 
exactly as in the first ones manufactured. The first 





hundred machines were made for us under contract by 
another concern in Rochester, and we continued having 
our machines made by other parties for a considerable 
period. 


When, after nearly four years of work and study, we 
produced nearly ten thousand machines, our agent, Mr. 
William Russell, located in New York City, who was our 
largest distributor at that time, came to visit us and told us 
that while he felt we would undoubtedly sell more 
machines, we had, he believed, reached the peak. This, as 
I recall, was the first time in Protectograph history that a 
territory was reported "sold out". At that time less than ten 
thousand machines had been made and _ sold. 


Today, when our sales have climbed up to more than 
three-quarters of a million of the various devices which 
we manufacture, I feel that this check protecting business 
is still in its infancy. Mr. Russell lived to see his statement 
disproven, and to realize what a wonderful possibility 
there was in connection with the business. 


In 1905 we moved into our own factory on West Main 
Street, and there we manufactured Protectograph number 
twenty-five thousand--the first in our own plant. The 
business continued to grow until in 1909, we completed 
the Protectograph plant at 1155 University Avenue. As 
the business developed and our advance advertising began 
to educate the public to the merits of the Protectograph, 
the capacity of this plant was gradually overtaxed. Charlie 
and I had, of course, long since ceased to direct the 
manufacture and shipment of each individual machine, 
having placed those matters in the hands of people well 
trained to handle them, while we were devoting ourselves 
to improvements in the line. 


With the advent of the Protectograph Check Writer in the 
fall of 1913, even our model factory, designed to take care 
of the Protectograph business indefinitely, was found to 
be inadequate, so the present plant was purchased, and we 
moved into it over night, at the same time keeping up 
production on the Protectograph Check Writers, so that 
the insistent demands of our customers might be met. 
Then in another year came the crowning glory of the 
Protectograph System--Protod, and the Indemnity Bond. 


Now our twentieth year has begun, there is peace and 
prosperity in the world, the Protod baby has developed 
into a lusty youngster, and a majority of the Banks and 
business houses of this country are using the 
Protectograph System. 


This, however, is not the end. It is the beginning. As I 
look back over the twenty years, I realize that I little 
dreamed that our business would require a plant like the 
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present one, with nearly one thousand people earning 
their livelihood in the factory and on the sales force, as a 
result of the development of the Protectograph. 


Mr. Charles G. Tiefel, who is one of the directors of the 
Todd Protectograph Company, tells something as to the 
actual beginnings of the Protectograph. He says, "One day 
in June 1899, Mr. Libanus M. Todd asked me to meet him 
to help him with some drawings of a check protecting 
machine. Well do I remember that day of twenty years 
ago. We went out under the apple tree, and fixed up a 
table to make our drawings on. While thus at work, Mr. 
Todd reached over and took a big round inkwell that we 
had brought out to hold the papers down, as a paper 
weight, and laid it in the middle of a piece of drawing 
paper, then took his pencil and drew a circle around that 
old inkwell to show the shape of the dial of the new 
machine." 


That, according to Mr. Tiefel, was the actual beginning of 
a business which has grown to be the largest in the check 
protection industry, a business which from the most 
humble of beginnings has attained a proud and honorable 
place among the office appliance manufacturers of the 
United States, a business which, during the twentieth year 
of its existence will probably mount to nearly three 
millions of dollars. 


For two weeks Mr. Todd and Mr. Tiefel worked out there 
under the tree, making the drawings; then with the design 
completed, and reduced to paper, Charles moved inside to 
the woodshed workshop in which he continued the work 
of the first protectograph, by actually building the 
machine under the direction of the inventor, Mr. Libanus 
M. Todd, himself. 


The first model protectograph was fashioned from wood 
and metal patterns and the machine itself was nickel 
plated all over and had a wooden base. Later on it was 
decided that the machine should have a "treatment" of 
black enamel, and the nickel finish was then abandoned, 
except for the trimmings. The first machines were not 
furnished with an ink supply roll and it was necessary to 
"pry" the bottom off and "paint" the ink on the roll when 
the original ink supply became exhausted from continued 
use. "In those days we didn't think much about re-inking 
the machine because we really thought the ink would last 
as long as the machine themselves," said Mr. Tiefel. 


Mr. T. J. Gildea, of Wisconsin, says as to the 
achievements of George W., and Libanus M. Todd, "I 
can't but wonder at the growth, magnitude, and 
development of an enterprise that promised so little 
twenty short years ago. It seems almost miraculous, and 
yet there isn't a thing about it that has the suspicion of the 
supernatural. The credit for the success of the Todd 





industry must be given to the genius who conceived the 
idea of the protectograph, and with it revolutionized the 
principle of check protection the world over. I have 


reference to Mr. George W. Todd. 
That credit being properly placed, I am not unmindful of 
the fact that there is another genius who is entitled to an 
equal credit with his enterprising brother. I have reference 
this time to Libanus M. Todd, who not only developed the 
protectograph, but gave us the world's greatest and best 
Check Writer, an instrument having many imitators, but 


no rival, no peer." 


George W. Todd and Libanus M. Todd are typically self- 
made and self-reliant men, architects of their own 
business plan and fortune, and eminently successful, due 
to a progressive spirit, and strict attention to business that 
has characterized them, and a reputation for honesty well 
and fairly won. 


George W. and Libanus M. Todd began their business 
career when young. Inexperienced, without assistance, 
with little or no encouragement, under disheartening 
conditions, with many hours of anxious study and with 
perseverance unusual and a determination to succeed, can 
now after twenty years share satisfied fruition; and well 
they deserve it. They are looking forward to the future 
with optimism believing that the biggest success is still 
ahead of the protectograph, and as evidence of this 
confidence, they are celebrating the twentieth anniversary 
by enlarging several of the factory departments, ordering 
more new equipment than the first shop contained from 


cellar to loft. 
Children: 

2623. Conway Libanus, b. July 16, 1900. 
2624. Elnora, b. Feb. 27, 1902; was accidently killed. 
2625. Margaret, b. Nov. 6, 1903. 
2626. Sarah Maria, b. Sept. 8, 1905. 
2627. Ellen Laura, b. March 16, 1907. 
2628. Asahel Richard, b. May 15, 1909. 





OD OOOO OO OO OO OO OO OOO 
A Rochester Sketchbook by Arch Merrill, originally published in 1946 
put it this way: 


“A bleak woodshed in Gregory Street was the birthplace of the Todd 
Company, founded by two brothers, Libanus M. and George W. Todd, 
in 1899. There the first check protector was devised. It sounded the 
doom of “the penmen” crooks. The Todd brothers are gone but they 
lived to see the business that started in a little woodshed become one of 
Rochester’s major industries.” 
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From Around the Network Emme Abu Montes & 


Fun Edition (Feb. '09 Typex) ! Jay Williams, GA Travis Hamric, WV 


Keep up the good work, Ernie Jorgenson, ID 
Gabe Burbano, Little Falls, NJ 
Oh yes, I'll stay with your wonderful newsletter, Mike Fritch, CA 


Just told the bank to send you $30. Thanks. Peter Tytell, NY ee ae er ae oe eae Ee ee Se 


My sincere thanks...David Proper, NH 


Dear Grandmom, cnn.com 
I hope this reddit.com letter 
. . . finds you well. I wanted to say I! 
...For the continuance of those great issues of Typex Marty Rice, PA really news.google.com enjoyed the 
trip you boingboing.net took us on, 
: and am looking forward to bbe .co.uk 
Thanks again for your good work, Don Anderson, CA visiting later  fivethirtyeight.com 


this year. 


| appreciate the call and the chat. Dan Norton-Middaugh, WA 


Thank you for continuing to do such a great job. Matt Reidsma, MI 





Thanks for the nudge, Bill Johnston, KY 
I DIDNT REALIZE HOW BAD MY HABIT OF TABBING TO 


Woke gota payrent, Danie Cah Er FIREFOX EVERY FEW SECONDS TO CHECK NEWS SITES HAD 


; ? ‘ : . GOTTEN UNTIL I TRIED WRITING ON A TYPEWRITER. 
We enjoy your magazine and will not miss any issue. Marco & Heidi 


Frei, Switzerland The above funny cartoon came from Randall Munroe on the Internet. 


It is a great newsletter. | look forward to every issue. Victor Viasak, WI Sedo eSoceoeocoeoeoco co eoepeoc>eocp<>c>e>e>< 


Thanks for reminding me. Larry Wilhelm, TX . 
Death Notices: @ 


It was great to see you. Let's do it again, soon. Herman Price, WV 
Robert S. Ruddell-- 

Thanks, Mike! Lee Pinckney, CA 

Longtime Typex subscriber and typewriter collector Mr. Robert 

Ruddell of Ruddell Business Machines, in Black River, NY sadly passed 

away from cancer sometime in the winter of 2008. Sadly | was not 


Thanks for keeping up what must be a labor of love—You are doing a 
terrific job! James Siena, NY 


Don't let me wait any longer. Helmut Egarter, Austria able to attain any more details. A lady named Gina who answered my 
email to Bob just said that “He [Bob] loved his business. He came to 
Thanks so much for your patience! Laura Brendon, OH the office everyday up until he just couldn’t walk across the lawn to 
: the office, which was actually only five months before his passing. He 
Thanks for hanging in with the newsletter. | especially enjoyed the last spent his last days with his son in 
issue. John Lewis, NM ” 
Alabama. 
Thanks for your kind confirmation and continued efforts in publishing 
Typex. Martin Howard, Canada Joseph Krempasky— 
| hope I’m not too late to get Typex for 2009! Ben Pimentel, MD Joe’s daughter, Elizabeth, was kind enough to send me a detailed obit 
for her Dad which is too large to duplicate here. Joe passed away on 5 
Thanks, Mike! Stephen Davis, OK Oct. 12, 2008, in his hometown of Danville, Pa, and he was 88 years of 
. Joe had been happily married for 63 years to his wife Thel 
Thanks for the reminder, Mike! Ed Neuert, VT sree Remy oes 


<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> La 
He was born in Wilkes-Barre, Pa. on July 30, 1920, and proudly served 


F eae his country in the Army Air Corps during WWII and up until 1974 was a 
On the Lighter Side: member of the District of Columbia Air National Guard, retiring as an 


Television is like the toaster, you push the button and the same thing @ifcraft maintenance officer. He had also been a farmer and 


pops up every time. businessman, and of course had a keen interest in old typewriters, and 

especially local history. Of course Joe knew of the birthplace of 

Glory is fleeting, but obscurity is forever. Christopher Sholes, typewriter inventor, in nearby Mooresburg, Pa 

; - - and was always trying to promote the Sholes legacy. @ 
Never interrupt your enemy when he is making a mistake. 
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By Rob Blickensderfer 


Who was MacKinley and why did the Blickensderfer Mfg. Co. put that name on a typewriter sold in 
Germany? There are two known MacKinley typewriters. One is owned by that master Blickensderfer 
collector, Herman Price. The other was purchased last fall at the Breker auction, in Cologne, Germany, 


by Lars Borrmann. 


As seen in the photo below, the name plate says simply “MACHINE MAC KINLEY SYSTEM 


BLICKENSDERFER.” It does not say “Made in U. S. A.” nor does it show the name of a’city such as 
London, or Paris, as on the other’ Blickensderfers marketed abroad. 





Koeln, or 











Yr 









SC 





The serial number of Herman’s MacKinley is 20,073; that of Lars’ is difficult to read but is believed to be 
21,798. Among my 22 Blickensderfer 5s, one happens to be SN 21475 which is between the serial number 
of Herman’s and Lars.’ The photos of the MacKinley show features identical to my SN 21475. The 
diagnostic features are: the lack of a ““T” handle in the paper guide adjustment screw, the inker arm 
QP extending above its mounting screw, the C shape of the paper guide, the presence of the pointer (where 
the next letter will be struck), and the inverted U shaped wire on the end of the escapement slider. 


Therefore, it is concluded that the MacKinley 
Continued on page 870 























I hope everyone is enjoying yet another summer. 

This is the time to get out there and beat the 
pavement. Get out to those flea markets, antique 
shops, thrift stores, yard sales and the like. Get out 
from behind your computer monitor---get off eBay, 
get off Craigslist, get off your duff and get some 
exercise. Com’on, it'll do you good---get out there 
and do it the old-fashioned way! Good luck! 


a aaa 48 
I WANT YOU TO 

Speaking of “getting out there” | would like to TELL TWO FRIENDS 
remind you all that Travis Hamric, Richard Polt, and ABOUT TYPEX 
yours truly, are encouraging every typewriter 
collector to make every effort to participate in the COLLECTOR MEETINGS that we are 
helping to organize. | hope | speak for many in the hobby when | tell you that this is 
probably the best way to help bring collectors together to share our collective joy, 
knowledge, information, camaraderie, and the machines themselves. As far as | know 
this is the best way to bring together the older collectors and the many new enthusiasts 
who have entered our ranks. We each have things to share, and while | agree that 
some of this occurs already on the various forums, the face-to-face gatherings tend to 
foster long-term friendships. 





By now most of you know of pop legend Michael Jackson's passing. | remember in 
a song he sang “I'm starting with the man in the mirror, I’m asking him to change his 
ways.....” Well, I’m asking you all to “make that change!” Make an attempt to host or 
attend any TYPEWRITER MEETING that you can. 


Contact Travis Hamric at: travis@tttypewriters.com or ph. (304)364-5685. 
Please stuff our mailboxes, so we can begin our assistance with organizing these 
meetings. (You will thank us later.) 


<><><><><>< ><> <>< >< <<< << <<< occ 
News from Overseas: by Nick Fisher, England 


Many thanks to Les Owen, for his years of faithful service. 


I’m writing this on the Paignton train, which is going via Bath, full of U.S. and other 
curious tourists, who will disgorge at the old spa city. | have resorted to pen and paper 
as my laptop (and any typewriter for that matter) is at home! 


| have to introduce the latest addition to my collection, ‘Oliversaurus Giganticus’. 
Source, eBay, weight, phenomenal and width immense! The lid is still in my car. It's a 
No.9 with a 23 % inch platen. The lid is 34 inches wide. It somehow looked smaller on 
the listing. Luckily it was a “buyer collects” item and was at Malmesbury, just 17 miles 
distant. 


The carriage of the Oliver is shifted both from the centre and at the extremities of the 
carriage by two rocker mechanisms connected to a longitudinal pivot rod at the rear. 
The additional mechanism is screwed, like the rest of the machine, to a rectangular 
base board some 1 1/8 inch thick. Not ideal for international buyers, | suspect. 


From the sublime to the ridiculous, | picked up a 1966 Olivetti Lettera 32 for 50 pence at 
a car boot (trunk) sale at the weekend. This is about the same cost as a large bag of 
crisps (chips to you lot over there!). Signor Olivetti must be spinning in his grave to 
think that his marvelous machines are so devalued today. Still, | had a smile on my 
face. Some of that enthusiasm displayed by Etcetera and Typex members for more 
modern machines is rubbing off on me, | guess. 


It was Kirsty’s birthday last Wednesday. This is the young lady who | mentioned in my 
last newsletter, who had expressed an interest in a typewriter, so she received one; a 
WH Smith “Silver Fox”. She intends to type her essays for school. It will be interesting 
to see if this happens! Her interest may wane as she masters Snopake, eraser and the 
lack of the indispensable ‘delete’ key! 


| saw a Royal 10 on eBay with a “buy it now’ tag of over $1k. Some people are 
optimists, | guess. 


The train has arrived at Bath Spa and is unloading its cargo of tourists, and at last | 
have some room for my legs. Hopefully they will find the city civilized (despite the 
major re-development of the shopping centre) — it is a very poor source of typewriters 
and the once thriving antiques trade has dwindled. 


The train shunts of in the direction of my destination, Dawlish on the same route chosen 
by Isambard Kingdom Brunel. 

PS —| am very jealous of all the little meetings you typewriter devotees over there in the 
U.S. are having. Maybe in due course we will be having some over here. | won't hold 
my breath however! 

My contact email is nickuraina@aol.com Phone: 44 01793-8237731 
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Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet 


How Do You Display Your 
Typewriter Collection? 


This is a perennial question; it comes up on the 
email lists from time to time and we all have our 
own peculiar ideas and solutions to the challenge of 
keeping a few tons of iron on display and safe from 
the elements. 


I’ve had the pleasure of seeing first hand what many 

of my fellow collectors do. I’ve been in Uwe 
Breker’s secret vault with its rows of shelves canted 
at precisely the right angle to display the machines 
to their best advantage. I’ve seen Jim Rauen’s glass- 
front library cases full of Jacksons and other 
treasures. I’ve been in Rob Blickensderfer’s “Blick 
Room,” where surprisingly enough, you’ll also find 
a Caligraph and a Postal. Darryl Rehr’s prized Ford 
sits inside a glass cube atop a pedestal. 


Then there’s the other end of the spectrum.......... 





Notice how the inverted 40-gallon green plastic 
garbage can compliments this lovely wide-carriage 
Remington. Imagine what care the eBay seller took 
to determine exactly how far he could extend the 
carriage before it went out of balance and toppled 
over. Had this item been displayed on a table, I 
would never have given it a second glance. As it is, 
I can’t help staring at it in horrified fascination. But 
I don’t see anyone bidding © 


Lynda Beckler 


@ebaywatch... 
recent eBay auction highlights. 


From the second quarter of 2009. 

All prices have been converted to US dollars 
and, in the case of live auctions, do NOT 
include the auctioneer’s fees. 




























Virotype 565 


Hammond #12, Curved 510 


SCM 10-key Greek Character 50 








Unsold: Edison #2 with a Buy it Now for $9,500 
Caligraph #1 starting at $3,995 
Lambert, Embossed starting at $1,500 
Another Lambert #1 starting at $995 
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CORONA OWNERS By Nick Fisher 


The Corona, one of our favourite machines, though common, is a must-have for all collectors. | 
have a number, including the early non-segment, to later slotted-segment models. Yes, we take 
them for granted — great design though, don’t you think? 


What does a machine need to make it interesting? Take a story, or several stories. These don't 
have to relate to the machine’s engineering or what it looks like, or its rarity. 


So here is, without any apologies to Charles Dickens, a “Tale of Three Coronas”; well, actually a 
story that crosses history, social and political boundaries, and doesn’t necessarily concern a 
machine | own. Look at every story as though it were linked like a disorganised spider’s web. 
History is a multilayered tapestry, one story ends as another continues, overlapping, seemingly 
unrelated and inextricably linked in some minor way. 


Lena Basquette toe danced on a typewriter. A star of silent film, whose career in movies started 
in 1916, Lena, on points, balances on “her” Corona. It was her prop, literally. Comely Lena (or 
Lina if you prefer) was a graceful woman, whose charms saw her marry seven times. She had 
affairs. She worked for Cecil B DeMille. She married Sam Warner of Warner Brothers at 19, 
who died, making her a mother and widow at 20. She went broke, she lost custody of her 
daughter and she partied, yes partied away the 1920s and 1930s with Jean Harlow and Carole 
Lombard. Apparently she was Adolph Hitler’s favorite actress, and she met him though, she 
explaind, having met him “Maybe if | hadn’t been fastidious | could have changed history, but 
oh, that body odor of his.” 





Above picture from Wikipedia.com 


Lena “tip-toes” on a Corona typewriter 


SIP-SORING OF A LEP CURLER. 


ioe io in iteeif a difficult art,but it veqdeedl @mine sili 
to this unusual stunt of tip-tosing on a typ o Basy 
for Basquette, for her toss are nimble and she is the 


forempst toe descers in the world. 
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Yes, and Lena had an affair with Jack Dempsey! That may ring a bell (!) with some of you? 


In 1924 the boxer Firpo knocked Jack Dempsey through the ropes and onto a Corona. Standing on 
the Corona he got back into the ring. Despite his weight and, presumably, the impact, the Corona 
still worked. The Corona publicity people celebrated the event with a slogan, “Dempsey knocked 
out Firpo, but he couldn’t Knock out Corona.” Do you think there is a smidgen of a chance that 
these two events were linked? Recognize that hair style of Lena’s is 20s and the girl looks pretty 
young. 


In an eventful life Lena also had the misfortune to marry into a bigamist union with Theodore Hayes 
on 31 October 1931. This she recounted in her autobiography, Lina, DeMille’s Godless Girl (1990). 
Though her main film career ended in 1943, Lena’s final performance on screen was when she 
played Nana, a grandmother who dreamed that God was coming to grant a wish to residents of an 
Appalachian trailer park in Danny Boyd’s Paradise Park (1991). What a girl! | picked up the picture 
from eBay in case you are wondering. 


Well, from a picture to a real typewriter. Not a Corona 3, but a Special. Rather than a picture with a 
story to tell it is a machine with a history, bought at a junk shop near me about seven years ago for 
the grand sum of £8.50p. Okay, it was rather tatty, but at that price it was worth rescuing! It wasn’t 
until | took it home that | took a closer look at the card that was stuck to the lid: 


Air Commodore J.N.H. Whitworth 
Royal Air Force 
Royal Air Force Club 
128, Piccadilly w.i. 





JNH circa 1943 JNH’s Corona Special 
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A visit to the local library and a browse through their Royal Air Force list (1961) showed that 
Whitworth was by then on the retired list. Further research and help from the Air History 
Branch, R.A.F. revealed that JNH was born in 1912 and educated at Oundle, a well-known 
public school. Commissioned as an officer in 1931 JNH was a Squadron Leader by the 
outbreak of World War 2. In May 1940 he was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for 
gallantry and devotion for actions against the enemy. | have yet to discover what action the 
award was made for, but with a bit more digging | hope to find out. 


Sometime after this Whitworth was promoted to Group Captain and it seems likely that he was 
limited by his duties to a mostly “ground job”, becoming station commander of RAF Scampton in 
Lincolnshire. Scampton became home of “Squadron X” on 18 March 1943. This became 
Squadron 617 on 24 March that year. At 10 p.m. on 14 May 1943 JNH flew a recently-modified 
Avro Lancaster bomber as Navigator for Wing Commander Guy Gibson. This was the rehearsal 
for the Dambusters raids; the targets, being the Mohne, Eder and Sorpe dams. These raids 
were crucial to Churchill's aim of taking the war to the Germans. By mid 1943 Britain was, 
though the allies were gaining the upper hand, a war-weary nation in need of good news. 


On 17 May 1943, 617 Squadron breached the Mohne and Eder dams with “bouncing bombs” 
designed by genius, Barnes Wallis, destroying villages and industrial installations way down the 
valley. Eight out of 18 Lancasters were shot down with a loss of 58 personnel, the losses being 
particularly high because of the low-level approach to the attack. Of course the attack, for the 
German civilians, was a tragedy. For the British it represented a real material success and a 
much-needed boost for morale; a blow against Hitler and the Nazis. 


On 27 May 1943, King George VI and Queen Elizabeth visited Scampton to congratulate the 
men of 617 Squadron. There are a number of photographs of JNH with the royal couple. There 
is also one of Flight Lieutenant J.C. McCarthy, DSO, DFC who attacked the Sorpe dam; he had 
two shoulder flashes (patches), one “Canada”, the other “USA”. Wing Commander Guy Gibson 
was awarded the Victoria Cross. Sadly he was to die in combat on 19 September 1944. 





JNH (right) with King George VI (center) and Guy Gibson V.C. (left). Note the Avro Lancaster in 
the rear. 
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& | was taught History at school by Dan Dickey, who was a tail-gunner (‘tail end Charlie’), in a 

Lancaster during the war. He was a likeable, eccentric teacher barely able to control a class 

room. Another teacher was an ex-Japanese prisoner of war, understandably perhaps, equally as 
eccentric. It is a pupil of my old school however, who brings me to my next Corona! 


Christopher Fry (Arthur H. Harris while at Bedford Modern School), died in Chichester on 30 June 
2005 after a short illness, at age 97. Christopher was declared unfit for service during World War 
2 but was a playwright, poet and recipient of the Queen’s Gold Medal for Poetry. One of his 
plays, The Lady’s Not for Burning was voted one of the 100 top plays by The (British) National 
Theatre in 1999. When Sir John Gielgud died in 2000 he left his cuff-links to Fry. In 1959 he had 
been to Rome to re-write the script for Ben Hur. Though left out of the credits he was thanked by 
Charlton Heston at the Oscars ceremony. Christopher's last play A Ringing of Bells (2000) was 
typed up on quarto on “Charlie Corona’, his beloved Corona 3! The picture below shows him with 
the machine in 1999 when Fry was age 92, a bit older than the machine! 


In 1949 Fry typed Venus Observed on “Charlie.” This play was commissioned by Laurence 
Olivier. Olivier, who was to star in the play, sent Fry a typewriter ribbon, and type cleaning brush. 
The bits were sent with the note. “Not making you nervous, am I? | do hope I’m not making you 
nervous!” The play ran for 229 performances between January and August 1950. The original 
typewritten copy of the first act of the play was acquired by the Bedford Modern School archives 
in early 2008. The picture below shows “Charlie” with a bronze of Fry, a photo of his wife, Phyllis, 
and an additional picture of Fry with a beloved pooch! Not to forget the pipes! The exhibit was 
created in the school for Fry’s centenary in 2007. 





. tes ka | é xs Coincidentally 
my old aches also acquired the mae pandeedoee of A Part of Life, from Dominic Winter Book 
auctions, located in my home town, Swindon, UK earlier this year! The manuscript is to be added 
to the school’s archive deposited at the Bedford and Luton Archives and Records Service. 


Just a couple of days ago | picked up yet another Corona, this time a No.3. Sadly with no story, 
but the serial number is 473532, and it is circa 1922. 
But if it could talk... if it could just talk....1 just wonder what sort of story /T would it tell? 
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ONE OF AMERICA'S LAST 
TYPEWRITER 
REPAIRMEN 


When Mason Whitlock started repairing typewriters, 
Herbert Hoover was president and the Empire State 
Building was under construction. 


By Michael Birnbaum | Contributor to The Christian 
Science Monitor... from the April 26, 2007 





TAPPING IT OUT: Manson Whitlock, who has repaired typewriters 
longer than possibly anyone in the US, closed his large shop years ago 
but couldn’t give up the business entirely. He continues working on 
what's brought to him: largely electric and electronic typewriters. 
MELANIE STETSON FREEMAN — STAFF 

NEW HAVEN, CONN. - Manson Whitlock peers into 
the typewriter on the table. It's a big avocado-green IBM 
Selectric from the '60s. Something is jammed and pieces 
are scattered around the machine. Eventually, he finds 
what he's looking for — a screw has fallen in, causing the 
type mechanism to stick. Out goes the screw. Using a 
spring-hook, an implement that looks like it could come 
from a dentist's office, he reassembles the typewriter — 
plastic cover plates, the metal paper tray that directs 
paper onto the main roller, and the cylindrical rubber 
platen itself. Then he taps some keys, examining how 
each letter moves. 
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"Good enough. For government standards anyhow." He 
draws a smiley-face on the repair order, and calls "@® 


client on his old black rotary phone. 


Mr. Whitlock is 90, and though he looks younger, his 
tweed jacket, silk tie, and sweater betray him as a man 
from a different era. His face is lined and friendly, 
crowned by thinning combed-back hair that recalls 
Lyndon Johnson's without the grease. The ring and 
pinkie fingers of his right hand are gnarled, but that 
doesn't keep him from his job. 


Whitlock probably has been repairing typewriters 
longer than almost anyone in the US. When he started in 
1930, Charles Lindbergh's transatlantic flight was a fresh 
memory, Herbert Hoover was president, and the Empire 
State Building was under construction. 

Whitlock's Typewriter Shop is jammed with tools, 
books, machines, and memories that have accumulated 
over the past 77 years. After his 1990 "retirement," when 
he moved upstairs from the larger storefront below, 
Whitlock filled a dumpster with typewriters and flotsam. 
Still his shelves are laden with repair catalogues, a bust 
of Mark Twain (the first author to turn in a typed 
manuscript), "A Treasury of Jewish Humor," and the 
1978 New Haven telephone directory. There are boxes 


full of platens, type-balls, type-slugs, and typebars. 


And of course there are the typewriters themselves, in 
various states of cannibalization. Some gleam as they 
might have in 1920. There's an old black Underwood — 
the kind you'd see in a Howard Hawks movie. A German 
sky-blue Olympia built like a tank. Seven strains of 
electric Smith-Corona, four breeds of IBM Selectric, and 
one exotic Oliver No. 5, its typebars clustered like mouse 


ears on either side of the roller. & 








The avocado IBM was job No. 300,001. “If you put the 
typewriters I've repaired end to end, it would take days 
to drive past them," he boasts. Cars are as modern a 
motif as there is ‘in his life — a painting of his old 1953 


Jaguar XK120 decorates his living room (he sold the 


car itself to pay his late wife Nancy's medical bills). 


"Typewriters don't go vroom, vroom," he concedes, 
noting that's one reason his two sons didn't follow him 
into the business. 

But even cars might be a little too modern for 
Whitlock: "Airplanes, | automobiles, television, 
computers; they've changed the world too quickly. It 


was nice 75 years ago!" 


Whitlock has outlived most of his contemporaries — 
both the typewriters and the people. His older brother, 
Reverdy, is the only one of Whitlock's five brothers still 
alive. Reverdy and Manson worked together at their 
father's general store, which was a New Haven 
institution long before either was born. 

Clifford Everett Hale Whitlock started his business 
out of a bike garage next door to the Skull and Bones 
tomb (the exclusive Yale secret society). At 15, he 
ambitiously billed himself “bookseller to Yale." 
Manson's name, too, came from ambition — he was 
named after a bank executive so that his father could 
“stand in good" with the bank, he says. A promotional 
pamphlet from this era shows the shop, dark and 
wood-paneled, every inch the ancient general store. It 
aimed to anticipate all needs, advertising, "Yale Men, 
your Telegrams will be received till 8 p.m. at Whitlock's 


Book Shop." 


By 1930, when Manson started working at his 
father's store, it had moved to Broadway Avenue, New 
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main commercial block. The store always had a big 
typewriter section, with window displays of the mouse- 
eared Olivers. Sometimes a company representative 
would come and awe onlookers by “drawing" pictures 
with the No. 5. He taught young Whitlock how to draw 
a line of soldiers across the page using an 'O' for the 
head, a slash for the body, hyphens for arms, and a 


caret for legs. "It was pleasing for little minds," 





Whitlock reminisces. He was_ interested in 
mechanics, so when the time came to work in the 
shop, he gravitated toward typewriters. He was never 
formally trained. He says he learned by "osmosis." 
Reverdy Whitlock took over the family bookstore in 
the '40s. The brothers didn't get along very well, and 
the split was acrimonious. Reverdy recounts coming to 
the store one Sunday to find Manson loading 
typewriters into an old wood-paneled station wagon 
and moving them to a storefront around the corner. 
Manson just smiles ruefully and says that he has a 


much better relationship with his brother now. 


The move allowed Whitlock to expand — at its 
height, the store stocked 400 to 500 machines and 
employed six mechanics. Success enabled Whitlock to 
keep the older manuals to himself and delegate the 
electric typewriters to others. 

A 1910 Oliver is the oldest machine that Whitlock 
keeps in his shop today. Despite its ears, it is fairly 
conventional compared with other early typewriter 
designs. There was the Hammonia, Germany's first 
writing machine, which looked like a bread-slicer. The 
Blickensderfer No. 5, which had keys that stuck out in 
all directions, making it look, in Whitlock's words, "sort 


of like a centipede." 








And, best of all, the Williams, which had a 
"grasshopper" type-action in which a jointed typebar 
kicked up, over, and down onto the platen roller. 

Today, despite his former objections, Whitlock 
works 
mostly on electric and electronic typewriters (electrics 
are mechanical but run by a motor; electronics have 
computer chips). That's all people bring. There isn't 
any point in keeping manuals other than for decoration 


and company. 


One afternoon, Whitlock lets me take apart an 
electric Smith-Corona. Its motor connects to a spinning 
ridged shaft. A key, when pressed, catches onto a 
ridge of the shaft, whose spin kicks the typebars 
forward against the page. 

Whitlock tells me to remove the typebars, which 
look like spring-loaded frog legs. | try one, and he says 
"Never force anything." Right. | try harder. "You're 
forcing!" he says, taking it in his fingers and, with a 
flick of his wrist, disconnecting the bar from its linkage 
to the key. 

| take the next typebar and flick my wrist. Nothing 
happens. He takes it and humiliates me again. | end 
up having to use two hands to remove the bars one by 
one. 

Whitlock tells me to look at the escapement, the 
jumble of gears that moves the carriage from one letter 
to the next. He tells me how it works; I'm completely 
lost. He smiles and tries to phrase it differently. | poke 
at the escapement with my screwdriver. He prods it 
too, didactically, and presses the spacebar a few 
times. Finally | understand: It resists the carriage's 
tension; it doesn't actually cause movement. A few 


days after | destroyed his typewriter, he tells me that if 





I'd come 20 years ago, he'd have given me a job. 

After my repair lesson, | want a typewriter of ny@ 
own. | tell him that I've been looking for one on eBay. 
He has never used or even seen the Internet, but he 
has heard of the site and is intrigued. 

So, disregarding the first thing he ever told me — 
"You work a typewriter, a computer works you" — | 
bring in my shiny silver laptop and we sit down to 
scope out the market. 

"I'll be darned," he says, when 1,782 items pop up. 
"Let's see that Remington. Remington Rand No. 5. 
Clumsy, not as nice a feel as Royals." 

| ask if he can see the computer well enough. "It's 
got such a clear screen!" he marvels. "I had thought it 
would be blurry like a TV!" He smiles and looks at the 
$10.49 Corona No. 3 I've clicked. "Goodness gracious. 
Unbelievable. They were made during the First Worl 
War. The last one | had | sold for $100. Surprising that 
they're so cheap." 

He takes a shot at moving the mouse around. 
“Underwood — hmm, that's not old, ‘40s or ‘50s. 
They're calling that an antique?" 

It's as though eBay is an electronic Metro-North for 
Whitlock, who used to go to New York City pawnshops 
weekly to buy old hocked models. 

The next day | bring my computer again. The 
wireless connection flickers, then sputters out — eBay 
won't load. | fiddle with it the way he fiddles with 
typewriters — pressing buttons, shaking it, cajoling it. 
Whitlock asks if there is a cattle prod button to startle it 
into compliance. | give up; there's nothing | can do to 
fix it. 

Whitlock looks at me. "Well, it was neat," he says 
quietly. “But I'll stick to typewriters." 
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Calling All Newbies! 


By John Payton 


Today, after ten straight days above 100 degrees and 
with two more weeks of it forecast, my Muse apparently 
has decided to abandon me! Probably for some guy in 
Seattle. 


It's a challenge sometimes to keep it going, even a 
piddly little column like mine. But then it comes to me all 
in a flash: Mike Brown is putting out the whole lot, year 
after year. And all around the country and the world 
others are staring at their typewriters or monitors and 
giving it their best shot. 


| think | have had the good luck to find out why. 


Recently, a wonderful man in our 
hobby, while visiting his son in 
San Antonio, drove 200 miles to 
spend a morning _ getting 
acquainted, sharing tales of his 
experiences as a collector, telling 
me this and that about my 
typewriters and being taken by 
surprise and delight when he saw 
my collection of rubber toy 
vehicles. | hope he won’t mind my 
revealing that this was Herman 
Price, who some newbie’s may 
know and most either have heard 
of or have visited his fine website 
for The Chestnut Ridge 
Typewriter Museum 
(www.hpricecpa.com/typewriters.html). 





To me, he exemplifies what takes this little mania of 
mine beyond any other of my life’s interests. I’ve had the 
luck to talk on the phone with others like him, too. These 
are the people who always are game for a chat, a 
question, to help with a part if they can, and sometimes 
to sell a machine you just want so very badly and 
haven't been able to find. He loves the typewriter. He 
loves the chase. He loves, even after all the years he 
has been collecting and after all the wonderful 
typewriters he owns, to learn something new, and to talk 
about it with friends. 


If you can manage to get to a collectors’ meeting, go. 
Meet Herman, and Mike, and Linda and Travis and Lin 
and Will and -- who knows else? You will never regret 
the friends you will make, meeting the ones you have 
known only through the forums or the magazines, or the 
many fabulous websites so many of these experts 
provide us all. Herman Price just lit up my life with his 
laughter, his easy friendship, his joy, and the gift of his 
experience. Get to a meeting. You'll love it. 
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Dan R. Post: 


“He is the one who got us all together.” — Darryl Rehr 


| have searched for hours trying to find a photo of Dan 
Post, at first without success. | bought my first of many 
Post-Era Books in 1969, a Model A book. | have all of 
them he printed over the years and they have been 
invaluable. But only when | began looking for typewriter 
books did | discover what a treasure trove of printed 
history Dan created for all of us: Manuals for 
Blickensderfer, Caligraph, Chicago, Crandall, Hammond, 
Oliver, Remington, Williams, Yost and | don’t know how 
many more. | have several and | hope to have them all 
some day. Dan died suddenly at 66 back in 1989. As 
Darryl also said in his ETCetera tribute, Dan Post was 
“perhaps the most influential typewriter collector in the 
United States.” Here’s one reason why: 





George Carl Mares wrote his remarkable book in 1907, 
though it had by and large been complete for two years 
before that time. He waited to go to press because, “... 
the constant stream of new machines which were put 
upon the market about that time led to the publication 
being deferred.” He was referring to machines like the 
Underwood, the Smith Premier 10, and the great 
Blickensderfer Electric, among others. The new and the 
old all received his attention, for most were still in wide 
use and for sale on the English market. 


Mares’ “The History of the Typewriter Successor to the 
Pen” was first published in England and has a uniquely 
English perspective on the machines of England, the 
United States, and the Continent at that time. Try to 
remember that it was written while the Remington 2 and 
Caligraph were still in widespread use, and the verdict 
was still out on the future of upstrike machines and the 
utility of visible typing. 


When you begin reading you will be struck by the 
elegance of Mares English. If you ever watched 

“Upstairs Downstairs” on PBS, you will recognize the 
turn of the century Edwardian grammar and phrasing of 








the upper classes. But, don’t be deluded into thinking, 
“This is going to be a boring old twit.” Mares’ wit and 
rapier sharp eye for a typewriter’s failings are sudden, 
dryly humorous, and no doubt caused great pain in the 
London offices of the sales companies. 





The book reads very much like a Consumer Reports, 
highlighting the manufacturers’ claims, extolling virtues, 
delicately pointing out questionable designs and 
performance, and usually gives a summary of the 
machines’ history in the English market place. It is in the 
final sentence or two that you will often find yourself 
chuckling at what a sly fox Mares was! 


Many later books have been published that provide 
photos and synopses of the typewriter’s long evolution. 
The difference between them and Mares’ excellent work 
is that he delves deeply into the design of each machine 
and provides a guide for buyers of the day that is more 
than a re-write of the sales literature company 
representatives and ads distributed. Other than pointing 
out obvious flaws and failings, he does not judge. He 
does not decree that the upstrike machines are 
hopelessly out of date relics, or that the front strike 
machines are a must for quality work and profitable 
return on investment. 


The book is very well organized and is not only a 
pleasure to read but also a fine tutorial for newbie’s (and 
experienced collectors). There are some flaws, of 
course, but do recall that most everything then on the 
European market was in a constant state of flux. 


A brief introduction reveals just how unique this book is: 
The number of people involved with the typewriter both 
in sales and use, printing of literature, shipping, 
warehousing and repairing was, by his estimate, that 
“...no less than five hundred thousand of the total 
population of Great Britain are more or less connected 
with, or earn a living by, the writing machine.” Then he 
adds, “Yet thirty years ago the typewriter was, to all 
intents and purposes, unknown in these realms.” Thirty 
years! 
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There is little of nationalistic bias except that all 
typewriters other than those of the United States and 
Great Britain get very short shrift. France gets no spa 

for anything later than brief summaries of vaio 
inventors. German typewriters are well illustrated and 
described, but not a word for Italy. In fact, index 
typewriters get about the same amount of discussion as 
all the continental machines together! 


That aside, there is a very good opening chapter on the 
early history of the typewriter, and it is in this chapter 
that we first encounter the stunning artwork that makes 
up all the illustrations throughout the book. All are black 
and white line art for the most part, and engraving work 
that is one of the real pleasures of the printers’ art. In 
many cases the quality of the picture exceeds that of 
most photos | have found in other books. It’s quite 
amazing. 


With a good grounding in the history, which Adler 
describes as “patchy but worth reading, even though it is 
incomplete and often inaccurate.” Mares moves 
immediately to an examination of the machines of the 
day. He divides his study into sections based on the 
location of the carriage: on the top, at the rear, placed 
centrally, typewheel machines, special machines 
including electrical, European machines, and _ finally 
index machines. 


As | made my way slowly and happily through each 
these sections | was constantly amazed to recall that th 
was live coverage of the debut and maturing of the great 
machines of our collections today. It was not only an 
easy read, it was exciting and instructive. There are, in 
addition to the illustrations of the typewriters, outstanding 
and easily understood diagrams of how each category 
works, with specific examples of many machines’ works 
described. 


It is not difficult to find a fine example one can afford. 
The hard cover of mine is simulated green leather with 
gilt lettering, and contains 318 easily navigated pages 
including the index. Thanks, Dan Post. 











CONTINUED FROM COVER: 

serial numbers are indeed in sequence with the other Blickensderfers, which means it was 
produced in early 1897. This is several months before the Model 7 was introduced later in 
1897. 






SS = 





The MacKinley keyboard is obviously for the German market because the shift keys, CAP 
and FIG, are labeled GROSS and ZEICH. The home row (bottom row) of letters follows the 
Blickensderfer Scientific System because the most frequently used letters in the German 
language are CHARIENSTU. George Blickensderfer’s obsession with the advantages of his 
Scientific System may explain why he put System Blickensderfer on the nameplate of a 
machine marketed in Germany. Perhaps he believed it would be easier to convert the 
logical German people to the Scientific keyboard than to convert Americans from the 
qwerty keyboard to his scientific system with the dhiatensor keyboard. 


The earliest known Blickensderfer typewriter exported to Germany is my "No. 5 
Blickensderfer Groyen & Richmann, Solingen.” The serial number 12,183, dates it to early 
1896, a year before the two known MacKinleys. So why would George Blickensderfer 
market a MacKinley in Germany when he already had established a dealership with 
Groyen & Richtmann? 


The bigger question is: Why would a typewriter intended for the German market be named 
MacKinley? I tried a Google search on Mackinley and got nowhere. So I searched on 
MacKinley typewriter and guess what? I got Herman Prices’ Mackinley typewriter. Isn't 
Google amazing? I asked our expert researcher Bert Kerschbaumer if he could find 
anything — but he drew a blank. Another angle: Herman Price pointed out that William 
McKinley was inaugurated as U. S. President in January 1897. Was there some connection 
between him and Germany? That does not seem likely since the spelling of MacKinley is 
different. Grasping at straws, I thought maybe George’s wife’s maiden name might be 
MacKinley. But my search of our family genealogy found that her name was Smith. I don’t 
have any other ideas for the MacKinley name. Perhaps our German readers can offer some 
plausible explanations. Ed. Note: A search of the Internet shows that the name MacKinley 
may be of Gaelic origin and mean “son of the white warrior or learned ruler.” 

Ed. Note: Lars Borrmann provided us with an interesting side note: “The German word 
Blick means something like view, so maybe George Blickensderfer had some German 
ancestors - Blickensderfer (= "Blick ins Dorf") means view to the village.” Many thanks to 
Lars Borrmann and Herman Price for use of their photos and sharing what little we know 
about this rare, Blick name-variant typewriter. 870 











CONFESSIONS 


of a Typewriter Collector 


From: 
Date: 


James <james_catboy@yahoo.com> 
Wed, 27 May 2009 10:37 pm 


| am a new collector of these brilliantly designed 
machines, began as of 2007 so my collection is small and 
roughly half desktops and half portables. Most of my 
typewriters are of big name companies (Smith-Corona, 
Royal), though | don't entirely collect out of value or 
collectible or not, but | have a kind of rare and rare ones; 
Remington Standard No. 7 and a recently acquired Rooy 
from Italy (awaiting its arrival). 

Not only do | collect typewriters, | use most of mine to type 
my poems and short stories. | have even written a 7-page 
personal essay (currently | may add to it later) on my reasons 
why | like old manuals and collect them. I'm also of a younger 
generation to typewriters, as | am 23, thus it goes with what | 
have said several times... | must have been born in the wrong 
decade! As | like cars from the 1920's to 1970's, | like music 
from the 1920's to 1950's, and obviously | enjoy typewriters. 

Now----------for---------------something---------------boring... 
| can remember when | was around 8 or so | played around 
with my mom's portable typewriter, but she sold it. Then 
when | was around 10 or so she had a Smith-Corona 
Coronamatic 2200 which | also played around with some. 
Eventually in 2007, in my intro. to Poetry class in college | 
was exposed to Sylvia Plath's poetry. Her poetry fascinated 
me, so | went to the library and checked out three of her 
poetry books. A month later | bought my own Sylvia Plath 
poetry book (Ariel) and not only did this version publish the 
original versions of her poems (unedited by her husband) and 
facsimiles of her original typed versions of her poems with 
her written edits and all. 

THIS is what began my fascination with typewriters and | 
don't know why for sure. As | know there are plenty of other 
poets and authors who have composed on typewriters. 
Anyway this lead me to eventually buying a typewriter that 
Plath supposedly used in the 50's, a Royal HH. 

Okay | typed WAY too much, sorry, but | get carried away 
with words sometimes. Again, thank you for allowing me to 
join and | look forward to an interesting stay here. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
On the Lighter Side: 


© Technology is dominated by those who manage what they do not 
understand. 


©The chance a copy machine will break down is proportional to the 
importance of the material that needs to be copied and inversely 
proportional to the amount of time until the material will be needed. 


©Never trust modern technology. 
technology. 
K€ >< ><> <>< >< >< >< >< >< >CK DCC DK CPC PK > CK OKO >K ><> KOKO CDK PKD 


Nedows. Moai Moorters 


Kathy Slattery, NY 


Trust it only when it is old 
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TYPEWRITER MEETINGS UPDATE @ , 


Here’s the latest: 
Southeast Region did not materialize. We will try again. 


Northwest Region: did not materialize. We will try again, with 
a new host. Anyone interested in hosting in this area, please 
contact Travis Hamric with your name, mailing address, 
(address of event if different), email, dates, a live phone 
number, and any particulars. 


Southwest Region: On Sat. August 8, 2009 John Payton is 
hosting at his home: 917 Fairgrounds, Taylor, TX 76574 
Phone: (512) 352-5144 email jpayton2@earthlink.com 


Northeast Region: Sat. Sept. 19, 2009 Chris Ryan is hosting 
at his home: 2 Mason Ct., Amesbury, MA 01913 Phone: 


(978) 388-3580 email christopherryan@rocketmail.com 


Mid-Atlantic Region: Sat. Nov. 1, 2009 Travis Hamric is 
hosting at his home: H.C. 69 Box 9, Frametown, WV 26623 
Phone: (304) 364-5685 email tttypewriters.com 


Please contact Travis at the above numbers if you want to 
participate in hosting or attending these or any other future 
meetings. THANK----------- --YOU! 
<><><><><>< >< ><> <>< >< ><> <>< >< ><> <>< ><> coco 


Update on Blick Patent from Typex May issue page 848 


Rob Blickensderfer wrote in to clear up the mystery, regarding the little 
blurb about the patent drawing of the strange-looking Blickensderfer TW: 


When researching for the book The Five Pound Secretary, the earliest 
typewriter patent | found for George Blickensderfer was U. S. patent 
410,662. I'm pretty sure that it was George's FIRST typewriter patent. It 
took me quite a while to figure out how the machine worked. | finally came 
to see that the basic principle was the same as forthe later 
Blickensderfers. 


In this first patent each key was on a rod, and each rod had a shoulder of 
different length. When a key was pushed down, its shoulder engaged a 
plate that pushed a gear rack the prescribed distance. The gear 
rack rotated a gear carrying the typewheel to the prescribed letter. Further 
downward motion lowered the typewheel onto the paper. 


In the Blickensderfers we know now, the "gear rack" is actually a segment 

of a gear. The amount of rotation for a given letter is determined by the 
shape of the keylever. Although the later machines look entirely different 
from the first patent, the basic principle is the same. The refinements of the 
basic concept are covered in George's 20 additional patents. These also 
include a tabulator, a ruling devise, and of course several patents on the 
first electric typewriter. . 


There is one known picture of a Blickensderfer 1. It does not look at all like 
the first patent drawings but appears to be based on U. S. patent No. 
457,333 which was issued nearly two years after the above mentioned first 
patent. 

For more information, see the book The Five Pound Secretary, by 
Blickensderfer and Paul Robert, which is usually for sale on eBay. 
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Much fun was had at the Mid-Atlantic Typewriter Collectors Meeting in West Virginia, held on the bright and 
ee pages 877-80 for more details. 
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Clockwise above: The QWERTY sign to the meeting. The Welcome TYPERS sign. Cars from all over the Mid-Atlantic 
region. The Typewriter Sidewalk sale and silent auction. Herman’s “NEW” Hansen writing ball. Christmas came early. 
The group meeting photo (compliments of Herman Price). Front row kneeling left to right: Steve Lehman (VA), Carl Strange 
(CT), Rich Willinger (NJ). 2° row left to right: Jackson Allen (MD), Maddie Parra (MD, Mike Brown (PA), Fritz Niemann 
(Germany), Travis Hamric (WV), Jett Morton, (WV) Dennis Morton (WV). 3 row: Jack Knarr (NJ), John Armour (WV), 


Kate Ogren (WV). 4" row: Herman Price (WV), Peter Weil (DE), Courtney (Herman's granddaughter). 5" row: Richard Polt 
(OH) and Gahe Rurhann (N.1) Nat nietured are: Connie Price (AN/\ Cornev Weil (DF) and Tanva Hamric (\AN/\ 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 

Hope all my fellow collectors and colleagues 
are about to conclude the *best* year ever in 
their collecting efforts and collections. 

Is it just me? Or does it seem there is 
some light at the end of the economic tunnel? 

Maybe it is just wishful thinking, but it 
seems to me like there has been a recent 
uptick in collector activity, and some typewriter 
sales have been increasing. | also see what | 
perceive to be an increase in the numbers of folks that are being drawn to the 
hobby. True, many are younger and portable collectors, and | believe we 
need to reach out collectively to these folks, and welcome them with open 
arms. This is why | have tried to stress the importance of face-to-face group 
meetings. Not for any personal gain (there is none), no, it is for the 
strengthening of the hobby in the bigger picture, for all involved. PLEASE 
help me, help us, by attending, when possible, and encouraging all others 
that you are in contact with, to do the same. Thank You. 

In other news, very personal news, | got a big scare early in the month of 
Oct. when | was informed that my dear long-time friend, and the Typex 
webmaster, Curt Scaglione, of Florida had been rushed to the hospital with a 
serious heart attack. Fortunately (for us), the good folks at the 
Regional Medical Center, Bayonet Point in Hudson, FL were able to bring 
Curt back, fix him up, and make him as good as new again. That’s the good 
news---the bad news is that we will all have to listen to Curt tell us all about 
the history of Staplers and such! (just kidding) Truthfully, Curt is a valued 
member of our “family” and even more, a really great family guy, and personal 
friend, and | (we) are grateful that he seems to have made a full and speedy 
recovery. 

PSPSPS SS SSO SS So SP SO SS SIO 


News from Overseas: by Nick Fisher, England 


It never ceases to amaze me how typewriter collecting, along with all the 
ancillary bits and pieces, grabs me in new ways. 

Take the Oliver for instance. As | noted in my newsletter last time | have 
recently acquired a legal model 9, with 32” carriage. | thought | had enough 
Oliver's; this would definitely be the last. Yea, sure! A friend of mine, Martin, 
having reached maturity at 74 years of age (women may doubt their men folk 
ever grow up!), decided he had to rationalize his not insubstantial collection of 
150 plus machines. | helped him winnow the chaff and took two wrecks 
home, a No.9 and No.11. Another friend of mine from ‘up North’ was after 
some spares, including key-tops and ribbon spool covers. | duly robbed the 
machines and posted the goods to my friend. 

Now, | thought, when do | take them down ‘the tip’ (that’s the dump in 
America)? The Oliver 11 was rusty as hell, seized, with a broken space bar 
and the ribbon vibrator looked like the wrecked crows nest of a Pearl Harbor 
battleship. Added to this the paintwork on the paper rest was peeling. The 
machine was found on a spoil tip on a demolition site. Will anything move? 
Just the type-bars, which are all there, | thought. Bit by bit | started to remove 
rust, dust, and insects. A rough clean firstly, then a more thorough one. 
Paint and nickel were revealed. Okay, the clean took the best part of two 
weeks worth of evening work; freeing the platen, getting the shift going. How 
happy was | when the Oliver typed again, the lifted paintwork on the paper 
table now pushed back and secured with good old super-glue. Very! Don't 
we all like resurrecting these babies? Serial number is B1018444, by-the- 
way. 

Previously | have mentioned a new interest in modern machines? | have 
now taken possession of a Smith Corona GT, made in the UK in the 70s and 
styled by Ghia, the automobile design house. Its innards are much like the 
Corsair but the case and body has more angular styling and the cover sports 
‘speed stripes’ ala ‘Dukes of Hazzard’ and the Ghia house badge. A friend of 
mine also found an Olivetti 12 portable, very late with a cartridge type fabric 
ribbon. Stylish to the end, this was made in Spain. 

Due to the economic down-turn UK eBay is full, but sadly and mostly with 
dross. But | have picked up an Oliver 5, long carriage, and serial number 
340955. Oh, well, | can always find a home for another Oliver, as long as the 
joists take it........... Happy hunting and researching! 





My contact email is nickuraina@aol.com Phone: 44 01793-8237731 
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B® Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet 


What’s Wrong 
With This Picture? 


We saw a couple of “first time ever on 
eBay” machines in the past three months. 
Here’s one of them: 





I do believe this is the exceedingly rare, 
four-on-the-floor, stick-shift Hammond! 


The seller’s listing said that thing mounted 
on the right-hand side was the paper holder. 
Oh, yes, I can visualize a roll of toilet tissue 
hanging there. 


If y’all are wondering why I didn’t jump on 
this one, it’s because the entire back side 
was collapsed, the paper basket brackets 
were cracked and the feed rollers were 
petrified. 


® (The seller did admit it wasn’t in perfect 
condition.) 
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Lynda Beckler 


er baywatch... 
recent eBay auction highlights. 


From the third quarter of 2009. 

All prices have been converted to US dollars 
and, in the case of live auctions, do NOT 
include the auctioneer’s fees. 

















zy 
2, 9,800 
~ | Columbia II Index (I think this is another 6,557 
first!) 
Hammond | Universal, single shuttle 2,900 
(30 bids!) 

2,716 
Helios 1,975 
Lambert (Embossed base) 1,629 
Odell 4 with case 1,236 
Yost #10 1,000 
Postal 967 

av” | Odell 1B 886 

Bs 810 

"| Salem Hall (Mounted on wooden base 800 
. | board) 

C 761 
Pittsburg #10 515 
Mignon 2 514 
Blick #8 w/tabulator 456 
Folding Hammond 405 
Franklin #7 300 
Royal KMM with Armenian keyboard 300 

247 

175 


Unsold: Ideal Standard (with the carved side 
panels) listed 3 times at the same starting price 
and NO bids. Is there a message here? 


TOP Polygraph listed as a Buy it NOW for 
$7,571.98. No bids. 











A TYPICAL TYPEWRITER BLOG ON THE INTERNET 
(EDITED FOR SIZE AND CONTENT BY TYPEX.) 
HTTP: //PENONFIRE.BLOGSPOT.COM/2006/01/MY-NEWEST-FIND-HERMES-2000-TYPEWRITER.HTML 


PEN ON FIRE e 


OCCASIONAL RAMBLINGS ABOUT BOOKS, WRITING AND LIFE. ANSWERS TO 

QUESTIONS RAISED BY STUDENTS AND READERS. MUSINGS ON THE LIFE OF 

A WRITER. A DISCUSSION OF THE JOYS AND CHALLENGES OF THE: WRITING 
LHPFES. AND WHATEVER°ELSE COMES. UP. 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 16 
“PPR E had 


a i oie 





ey 

Isn't it lovely? | love it!!! 

| did a piece on the Beat Hotel, in Desert Hot Springs (www.dhsbeathotel.com) where there's a 
manual typewriter in every room and | began salivating for a manual. It's been years. 

| love the sound, the look, everything. Of course it's slower, it's rustic, but that could be a good 
thing. 

When Shelby Foote said he used a dip pen because it slowed him down, that resonated with 
me. | love fountain pens, too. 

And last night, on the Golden Globe Awards, thanks to Elle Brooks (1 wasn't watching; she was), 
| learned that Larry McMurtry thanked his Hermes 3000 for 30 years of words. (McMurtry only 
uses typewriters. ) 


Travis also loves the typewriter and has been writing up a storm since | got it two days ago. 
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He says, "I like it more than a computer because ... | don't know... you press the keys harder 


than a computer. | really don't know why. It's just more fun.” 


POSTED BY BARBARA DEMARCO-BARRETT AT 4:06 PM LABELS: TYPEWRITERS 


11 COMMENTS: amy said... Oh brother...| was trained in journalism on a typewriter. 
What a pain! | love computers. They liberated me. But, | did write some fine stuff, sometimes 
in a weird combo of black and red when the ribbon jammed. 6:28 PM 


Dana said... We still have a 1951 Smith-Corona portable typewriter in perfect condition. It is 
stored away somewhere. Until | am able to type without fingers failing me, | shall use the 
computer which makes revision and editing both so much easier. But it looks like great fun for 
you and your family. 

About the memoir case getting so much press: | don't know what to think of the book as | 
haven't read it. But as a long-time instructor of memoir-writing classes, among others, | do 
know that no one writes anything but the truth in his or her memoir. Ask a sibling or good 
friend who also remembers your memoir incident to comment on your written version of it. My 


sister says we must not have lived in the same house, for example. But what | write now is the 





way it seems to me that it was for me. So | tell her to write her own “truth.” Without real 
evidence, I'll just accept the author's word that what he wrote is how it seemed to him. 


Perhaps one person's truth is always another's fiction. 9:58 PM 


Caroline said... | failed typing in high school on a typewriter. The mere sound of the clackity- 
clack made me break out into a sweat, my fingers automatically cramping into the "start" 
position. | can still hear the old and raspy voice of the teacher yelling out key 
combinations...*shudder* 

| love my laptop, and | have a deep and abiding affection for my "Natural" keyboard, gently 
curving on my keyboard tray in front of me. Bliss is ergonomics and the Delete key in my world. 
| am a self professed bad typer. | have to consciously think about what | type. yet, | can type 
faster than most. Sometimes | catch myself touch-typing, and then lose the momentum, having 
to swivel my gaze to my fingers. 

But there is something about a typewriter that draws a writer in. The essential symbolism of it 
being a tool of conveyance, the way we get our thoughts down on paper. A typewriter always 
brings the name Ernest Hemingway to my mind, sitting in an alcove with palm trees shading the 


terracotta tiles, a cigarette and a half empty Scotch bottle on one side, creating. 
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Interview with 
Collector/Restorer Travis 
Hamric at his West Virginia 
workshop.. «by Jack Knarr 


Many of us had never heard of a young typewriter 
enthusiast named Travis Hamric, but when we attended a 
collectors gathering at Herman Price's home near Morgantown, 
W. Va., in October of 2008, and saw and examined several of 
the machines that Travis had restored for Herman, well, the 
young man became KNOWN. And sought after. His 
restorations were wonderful -- fresh and nice. Not overdone 
or phony. 

Travis is 30 and still helps at his parents' Black Angus beef 
farm in Frametown, W.Va., where he and his wife of five 
years, Tonya, and their two baby boys, Talan, 2, and Tanner, 
8 months, have their own place. And they were kind enough 
to invite us all down Oct. 31-Nov. 1 for another sweet 
Halloween gathering in West Virginia. 

Fourteen collectors and 20 people met after traveling from 
Germany (Fritz Niemann), Connecticut (Carl Strange), New 
Jersey (Gabe Burbano, Rich Willinger, Jack Knarr), 
Pennsylvania (Mike Brown), Delaware (Peter and Corney Weil), 
Ohio (Richard Polt), Maryland (Maddie Parra and Jackson 
Allen), Virginia (Steve Lehman) and West Virginia (Herman and 
Connie Price, the Hamrics, John Armour and Kate Ogren, and 
Jett Morton and his dad Dennis). 

And this was fun, not only to chow down on Tonya's good 
cooking, and to nose around Travis's collection, but to step 
into his modest workshop where all his miracles of restoration 
take place. Where the Dremel drill is poised overhead to do its 
rust removal and polishing. Where wire and nylon brushes 
and all manner of other little tools are easily at hand around 
the workbench. Where a gravity-feed HVLP air-spray paint 
gun hangs at the ready. 

“Usually the first step is to take some photos of the 
machine, then I tear the machine down," Travis said. “I 
usually take photos of the whole process as I go, just for 
documentation." And to know what goes back where. 

As for all the little bits, he said, “what I usually do, I 
separate the parts -- carriage screws, or segment parts -- and 
usually just keep ‘em in small boxes. The larger pieces I 
usually just keep separated on the workbench. No, they don't 
get lost. Sometimes I label the parts, sometimes it's just not 
necessary. When I first started, I really labeled everything. 
After awhile, you just kind of get used to it, and you know 
what's what, and where it's going." 

Q -- Do you take every piece off a typewriter's frame? 

A-- Oh yes. Any time I do a restoration on a machine, every 
single screw, nut, bolt, lever, spring, everything comes out, 
and it all gets cleaned and polished. 

Q -- How did you get to be so mechanically inclined? 

A -- I was always that way, the kid who was tearing down his 
dad's lawnmower at age 11, just trying to figure out how stuff 
worked. 





Q -- Do you have a lot of instruction manuals? 

A -- Over the years, I've referenced a lot of generic repair 
manuals just to understand some of the adjustments. But a lot 
of the adjustments are basically the same. Really, to find a 
repair manual on every machine is pretty difficult to do. 
Sometimes they may be a help; sometimes it's just sort of 
common sense. 

There are some machines I'll take completely down, and if 
the nickle's still good on them, I'll just clean the nickle up and 
keep the original paint and decals. Then sometimes, there's 
ones that I'll tear completely down, strip all the old nickle off-- 
if it's flaking off and the machine's real rusty, I'll renickle the 
parts and repaint and redecal. 

Q -- Do you make your own decals? 

A -- Not yet. I'm in the process of getting the printer to make 
my own decals. For now I get them from Paul Robert from the 
Netherlands. He doesn't charge much, $20 to $30 or so, for a 
decal. The decals are absolute top-notch, just incredible. 

For those decals he might not have, I'll end up scanning what's 
left of the original on a machine, and actually using PhotoShop 
to rebuild the decal, and then send him that, have him print it 
for me. 

Q -- What other tricks do you have up your sleeve? 

A -- I use a sandblaster to remove the old paint. I have an 
agitation dip tank for some machines that I don't want to tear 
completely down. Say if somebody sends me a Royal 10 and 
says, ‘I want this machine back in working order,’ well, it's not 
necessary to tear that machine completely down and polish 
every part -- you can tear off the panels, and take all the 
rubber pieces off, and put that machine in a dip tank and clean 
it really good, and then adjust everything and put it back 
together, put new rubber in it. That's your basic refurbish. 

For pieces that are pitted, you have to put a layer of 
copperplate on the pieces, and then sand all that down until 
you actually fill in all those pits. It's almost just like Bondo, but 
the nickleplate will adhere to the copper. 

Q -- What is the rarest typewriter you've ever done? 

A -- A prototype of the Pittsburg Visible for Herman, that was 
in extremely poor condition and getting worse. So we did a 
conservation project on that, basically. There wasn't any new 
nickle or new paint put on it, but I cleaned everything what 
was there and conserved it as best we could. 

Q -- Why didn't you do any renickling, if it was in such bad 
shape? 

A -- That machine, being a prototype, we just wanted to 
conserve what was there and touched by the maker. To strip 
all that off and make the machine new and shiny again, would 
have kind of taken away some of that romanticism, I guess. 
There was just something nice when I was working on that 
Pittsburg, just to think that I was touching the exact same 
machine that the guys were working on that developed the 
machine that so many collectors know today. I just thought 
that was neat, to know those guys' hands more than likely 
went over that machine. 

Q -- Have you ever gotten nervous, that you'd ruin 
something on a machine? 

A -- No, not that one. One of the trickier projects you could 
work on is the Smith-Premier. I restored a No. 2; those 
machines, the torsional rods twist down in the keyboard; 
they're really hard to put back into place. 
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L. to R. Travis, Maddie, Carl, Fritz, and Jett check out 
Travis' workshop. 


The trickiest project I have coming up is a Smith-Premier 
No. 1 that I have, and the trick there with that is going to 
be redoing the nickle on the side of the frame, where the 
cattails and the daisies are. I'm going to renickle that. 

Basically, I'll have to dip the entire frame and use a 
rubberized masking material to cover all the parts of the 
frame that do not get nickled. So actually, it's a big 
masking job. 


Above: A sample of beautiful restoration work done by 
Travis, on his Caligraph typewriter, with apron decal. 


Then where the nickle's actually at, part of it should be 
shiny, and part of it should be dull. So when I'm actually 
prepping the place that will get nickled, I have to prep the 
different areas differently, so that the nickle shines in some 
spots and doesn't in others. 

This machine, it's in pretty poor shape. It's seen some 
weather or something. Might as well bring it back to life, 
rather than let it just die. 

Q -- How did you get into this work? 

A -- When I first found my great-grandfather's Underwood 


No.5, I was just taken by the machine. It was open, you could 


see all the mechanics, the inner workings of the machine. 
Anymore, all the mechanics are hidden and covered up on a 
machine; they kind of want to streamline stuff. 

And I was just really taken by all those levers and the 


gears and screws that you could just see. And of course, the 





quality of the construction, how it was just real heavy and built 
well; I just appreciated that. 

And after that I found an Underwood 3-bank (portable) 
which just seemed like a little squirt compared to that big 
Underwood No. 5, but they were still similar in so many 
different ways that I just thought that was just great. So it just 
kind of took me from there. 

I haven't lost patience and broken anything in anger, not 
yet. It just takes time; the more you do it, the better you get 
at it. 

Q -- Which machine presents the greatest challenge? 

A -- Olivers are time-consuming, simply because they have so 
much nickle area. They have a lot of key levers and stuff like 
that that are exposed and have to be replated. It just takes a 
super amount of time to clean an Oliver. 


Travis said he'd need two to three weeks to tear down and 
clean a machine -- 40-to-50 hours a week of steady work. A 
basic restoration of a Royal portable might cost $150; an Allen, 
$300. A Densmore No. 1 rust-bucket? Probably $600-to-$700. 
Yes, he's backed-up with orders. Figure to wait a year for a 
complete restoration. 





Q -- Suppose somebody came to you like they come to 
Herman Kerz in Germany, and has a nice old Sholes & Glidden 
-- what would you say? What would you do? 

A -- That would be fine by me; that would be great, actually. 
To take the time, do a machine like that -- if they wanted new 
nickle, new decals, new paint, everything like that, that's a 
very time-consuming machine because of so many decals: 
$800 to $1,000. 

Q -- That little? 

A -- That's just me being realistic. I refuse to charge $60 an 
hour to do this work -- $60 an hour is incredible money, and 
I'm not really doing anything that incredible. I try to figure 
making $45 to $50 an hour, and that will cover any kind of 
materials. 

Q -- How about your personal collection? 

A -- The rarest one is actually the Ellis Accounting Typewriter. 
That is a monster, isn't it? The Commercial Visible is pretty 
rare ... But the machine I'm happiest with is my great- 
grandfather's No. 5. That machine tickles me to death. 

Q -- Travis, what typewriter would you LIKE to have? What 
are you on the lookout for? 

A -- TheTravis! I don't have one. 





Above: Herman Prices' Travis typewriter 
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What happened at the 2009 West 


Virginia typewriter collectors meet? 
By Mike Brown with help from Jack Knarr 


As many of you already know, a group of the faithful converged 
at Travis Hamric’s house/shop in Frametown, and later at Herman 
Price’s home/museum in Fairmont. On a crisp fall weekend it was 
great to see some new faces, make new friends, and catch up 
with some old-timers as well. A group of us meet-up for dinner 
(good food and stunning scenery) and were staying at the Days 
Hotel in Sutton. Four of us had caravanned down from 


Philadelphia in what looked to be a military escort by a large 
Hummer vehicle, driven by 1° Sgt. Gabe Burbano. Gabe is not 
really a 1* Sgt. but does look the part. 





Above: Jackson Allen, Maddie Parra, John Armour, Kate 
Ogren, Tanya Hamrric, Richard Polt, and Rich Willinger. 


Due to some heavy rains most folks at the hotel just “camped- 
out” for the night, but no....1 had to venture out over to Travis’ 
place to drop off a few items and see if | could help with setting 
up for the next day’s activities. | also got to peek at his workshop 
and as a fellow mechanic; | must say | was impressed (and 
jealous). Anyway back to the hotel by 1am | got to listen to my 
pal Jack snore for 8 hrs, so | was well rested by morning. The 
night before, Tanya Hamric had invited everyone over for 
breakfast. Eggs, muffins, juice, the whole shebang! WOW! And 
thanks, breakfast was great, and lucky for me they even had decaf 
coffee. Very enjoyable, and did | say thanks? 


Next up was a silent auction that was held on the sidewalk. 
There were about a dozen machines; mostly portables that had 
been brought by Richard Polt, although | know that elsewhere 
there were other machines, for sale or trade. And | believe that 
many or all found new homes. Needless to say there were some 
happy “kids” loading iron into the back of their trunks. 


Inside, we all had nametags (great idea) and the introductions 
began. We found out that Fritz Niemann came all the way from 
Germany (bearing a gift of a wooden computing toy from 1927, 
for each attendee). John Armour and Kate Ogren (they're in love) 
are from nearby WV and John is an aspiring writer. A fan favorite 
is Jett Morton who is way ahead of his 14 years, and has over 100 
machines in his collection. Herman Price we all know has an 
INCREDIBLE collection, is a CPA, and is just a really likeable 
person, and his wife Connie is even more likeable (if that’s 





possible). Then there is the Prof. Weil and his wife Corney (which 
she is not) and two nicer more generous people you will not 
meet. (| mean that.) Not to be outdone, another Prof. was on 
duty this weekend and most of you have heard of Richard Polt. 
More than a Prof. he is really the Dean, and | once remarked that 
if you looked up “nice guy” in the dictionary, you would see 
Richard’s picture. As each person stood up to introduce himself 
Jack had to be prodded (again) to say he’s just a guy who likes old 
machines and that he is a newspaper reporter. (Secretly he told 
me that he just thinks the world of ALL the people that he has met 
in this hobby.) 


Another friendly fellow stood up and said, my name is Steve 
Lehman (“randomloony”) on the chat sites. Steve works for the 
government in Washington, DC. Then it was Maddie Parra’s turn. 
She told us that she has been collecting for a year now, and really 
likes index machines. Her boyfriend Jackson Allen, made the trip 
also and he collects Volkswagens. Very lovely people, both. 
Another fine young gentleman got up to tell us that he is a high 
school Latin (it’s all Greek to me) teacher and drove all the way 
from Connecticut. His name is Carl Strange (But there is nothing 
strange about him, | mean he does collect typewriters, doesn’t 
he?) Then there was Jett’s Dad Dennis, who is a retired 
photographer, and now he helps his son find and collect 
typewriters (GOOD MAN!) Another good man, Rich Willinger, 
rode down with the 1* Sgt. in the big Hummer, and Rich says he 
likes Remington blind writers and he works for the state of New 
Jersey. 


Then there are the hosts, Travis & Tanya Hamric, and their two 
beautiful boys. These folks are just salt-of-the-earth-people. if 
your car was stuck in a ditch, or you were in a pickle, you would 
hope to have their phone number handy. They would be there 
for you. And then there’s me...the guy that has trouble stringing 
two sentences together. I’m Mike Brown from Philly, editor (I use 
that term loosely) of Typex and a long-time typewriter mechanic 
and collector who loves the old machines, and ESPECIALLY the 
PEOPLE that collect them with me. (Whew!) 


What happened next, Mike? Well, after we had all got up and 
made asses out of ourselves (speak for yourself, Mike) it was time 
for a quick tour of Travis’s magic workshop. (To read more about 
this phase see Jack Knarr’s interview article.) 





model 58 portable. 
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Above: Richard Polts British Byron MK1, and a really neat Junior & 








By now, everyone was sick of Travis’ house, so we all hopped in 
our cars (and Gabe in his big Hummer) and headed north about an 
hour to the Price’s log cabin where all the Chestnut Ridge 
Museum booty is stored. WOW! It would take me the rest of my 
life to tell you about all the goodies that are stashed there. You 


have got to see this in person. There was a lot going on here 
simultaneously, both upstairs and down, inside and out. 





Above: "The Hummer" and just a small sample of the Chestnut 
Ridge/Price booty collection. 


Professor Weil gave a presentation about one of the rare 1911 
Petermann prototypes that he brought for show and tell. Peter 
also provided everyone with handouts that included articles and 
patent drawings to help us understand the development of this 
machine. For anyone who may not know, Petermann is generally 
credited with being the driving force behind the invention of the 
famous Standard Folding /Corona Typewriter. 


A few other items were brought for show & tell and Prof. Polt 
showed us his very interesting Byron Mark | typewriter from 
England (the last in the Bar-Lock line), and another small Spanish 
portable called the Junior. The Byron had some really unique 
features (like a built-in pencil holder) and is not a common 
machine here in the states. The Junior had some very cool 
features as well, and was unlike any machine | had ever seen (I 
just loved the orange color and color-coordinated ribbon spools). | 
brought a little portable made by Royal called the Fleetwood, and 
everyone seemed to be amused when | showed them the built-in 
AM radio it has. We also learned that a rare early Salter machine 
was headed to Germany to get a “make-over.” 


| forgot to mention that in between all of this talking, gawking, 
and frivolity, there was food and drinks. Lots of it----GOOD food! 
And good drinks! ThAnKs TO HERMAN AND CONNIE! 


One of the highlights of the collection is Herman’s “new” 
Hansen Writing Ball. We were all allowed to “feel it up” (sorry 
Jay) which is something you are not allowed to do at most other 
museums. What fun! 


Speaking of Jay Williams, Laura Brendon, Bruce Boyd, Marty 
Rice, Will Davis, John Zigenhagen, Ed Reis, and Bill Dougherty, and 
all you other guys.....Well, we missed you all and wished you could 
have been there. Hopefully next time! 


As if this wasn’t enough fun, our host Herman decided that we 
should all play a game called “What’s the lightest typewriter ever 
made.” Index machines and toys were not allowed for obvious 
reasons. So Herman broke out the digital scale and Jett became 


| 


the “scorekeeper” and then everyone started ‘hollaring’ out their 
best guesses for which typer was the lightest one ever made. Of 
course Herman has just about one of every machine ever made, 
so the games began. Someone said, Erica, so we weighed that 
one. Then someone yelled Juventa, and that one hit the scales. 
Next was a Junior (Bennett style), and then a Featherweight, and 
then a National. And so on and so on it went, until we had a half a 
page of entries. And the winner is: (Drum roll please---) THE BLICK 
No.5 Aluminum at 5lbs. 2 oz (that’s if you don’t count the Junior 
at 3lbs. 90z). In fact we were all surprised to find out that the 
Blick 5 Aluminum was just slightly lighter that the Featherweight. 





Above: The official weigh-in for the lightest keyboard typewriter. 
From the left are: Jack Knarr, Herman Price, Jett Morton, Gabe 
Burbano, Peter Weil, and Rich Willinger. 


By this time it was getting late and many of us had a long drive 
before reporting back to our mundane working lives, so one-by- 
one the faithful bid their goodbyes, thanked the hosts and headed 
off into the sunset. 


| don’t know about ya’ll, but | purpose that we meet up again 
next year. Same time same place. Mark your calendars---and be 
there or be square. 


| guess we better get and approval from Herman and Travis 
first though? 





Above: Steve Lehman in the shop. And Kate, Carl, Jack, 
Dennis, Gabe, and Peter listen to the introductions. 


880 

















Tossing out the typewriter §-/5-/9¢9 










Tossing out the 
Typewriter 






| hope you’re kidding 














melllll 





Where we come from, that would 
be a sacrilege! Even the key-cutters 
would be more tolerated than this 
babe! She even looks like she is 
enjoying this “game.” | just don’t 
get it? Why are we collectors so 
maligned? Why won’t “regular” 
people just leave us the hell alone? 













Why do they feel the need to 
torture and torment us with key- | 
cutting and typewriter tossing. 








Don’t they get it? 








What’s next? Bowling for (with) 
Olivers? Dropping machines from 
fast moving vehicles? Or swooping 
aircraft? Maybe they could shoot a 
few out of a cannon? Why not 
drop some in a swimming pool and 
then pull them out to see how fast 
they rust? That surely would be 
fun, no? 






















Staff photo by Doug Jones | 
: E ' Theresa Coulston, a secretary at the Richardson & Troubh law firm in Portland, flings a vintage Olivetta 
Anyway, all | can ask is that if you in the Typewriter Toss held in Monument Square Wednesday. The competition was part of the WMGX 


Office Olympics in recognition of National Secretaries Day. 
encounter any of these callous 


folks, just please ask them to STOP! 










To celebrate Professional Secretaries Week, radio station WMGX in Portland, Maine, 
sponsored a four-event competition called the Office Olympics. More than 100 local office 


In the name of COLLECTORS workers gathered downtown to compete in the typewriter heave (Richard Sobocinski of the 
WORLDWIDE, just ask them to Bath Iron Works won by shot-putting a 15-pound Smith-Corona portable an impressive 
stop! 36’6”) the floppy discus throw (Charlene Jordan, who works for a real estate appraiser, 
flung a computer disk 47 feet, Frisbee-style), speed filing (Gloria Barnes, who's employed at 

“And by the way, Olivetti is not a law firm, filed 24 folders alphabetically in 67 seconds) and telephone lying, in which each 


competitor was asked to concoct an excuse as to why the boss couldn’t come to the phone. 


spelled correctly in the photo The winning entry in that final event came from Sonya Roach, who works for a sheet-metal 


caption---they couldn’t even get manufacturer: “I’m sorry, the boss can’t take your call because we have only one line in 
that part right! operation and the boss’s wife is having a baby and we’re expecting a call from the hospital 
any minute.” 


OK----I’ll be quiet now, and have a 


i For that fine fabrication, Roach, like the other winners, received a paid day off from work. é 
nice day! 
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@ Free To a Good Home 


Long-time subscriber and collector Bill Rhoads, Sr. 
wrote and asked us to run the following: 


“| have an Address-O-Graph Graph-O-Type 
machine that is used for embossing the metal 
plates that are used in Address-O-Graph 
machines. | don’t have room for this machine. It 
is available FREE to anyone who might want it; 
however, it must be picked-up here in Saint Louis, 
Missouri. It weighs quite a lot and would be very 
difficult to ship. Enclosed is a picture of the 
machine. 


Contact: 
William T. Rhoads, Sr. 3939 Bowen, Saint Louis, 
Missouri 63116-3125 


Phone: (314) 481-0087 email: schnickel-fritz@att.net 


oat 
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CLEVELAND (AP) — Tom 
Hanks says he still has fond mem- 
ories of his first acting job, which 
kept him work- 
ing into the 
early morning 
changing sets 
on a high 
school stage. 

Hanks was 
in Cleveland 
on Monday to 
raise money 
for a new 
home for the 
Ohio theater 
troupe that 
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The following newspaper clipping was sent in by my 
pal, Dwayne Peacock of Kansas, and we thank him. 











Winfield (Kan.) Daily Courier, Tues., Oct. 13, 2009 


Tom Hanks has not 
forgotten Ohio theater roots 


gave him that 
early break. 

The Oscar winner’s first perfor- 
mances were with the Great Lakes 
Theater Festival in 1977 at 
Lakewood High School. 

He told WVIZ, a local PBS 
affiliate, that he remembers not 
having any money and going to th 
theater to help change sets for the 


next day’s show. 

Hanks says it was in Cleveland 
that he started his hobby of collec 
ing old manual typewriters after a 
repair shop owner refused to fix 
his plastic portable machine. 

That’s when he bought a Swiss 
made typewriter that now sells for 
$695. 














Calling All Newbies! 


By John Payton 


It’s the second week in October and I’m running just 
way late on Mike’s deadline for getting this issue's 
column done. Life is a complex thing. 


We are going to explore some new territory for at 
least a little while. In addition to the usual poking 
around into antique and vintage typewriters, and 
reviewing excellent books on the subject, about half 
of each column will be devoted to portables. 


There is a very good reason for this. A significant 
number of new typewriter enthusiasts are giddy 
because they have re-discovered the experience of 
typing. Rather than being focused on building a 
collection of two to hundreds of typewriters, these 
many folks are intent upon building a collection of 
their words, from poems and short stories to letters 
and novels, all created on their manual typewriters. 


We hope that exploring this new territory (new at 
least for me) will encourage the growing body of 
typists who want to be or already are part of the 
online portable and writing community more closely 
into relationship with typewriter collectors who are 
into typewriter collecting for its own sake. 


| hope you will check out “Portable Showcase”, and 
that you will find it interesting and useful. We hope 
you will give us feedback and suggestions for future 
installments. Please: Don’t be shy! 


So, more on this 
later. For now, 
let’s turn to one 
last book review, 
“Typewriters 
Unlimited: 
History of the 
Typewriter’, by 
C. Leroy 
(Rocky) Jones. 


ae er 





Published in 1956 by Rocky’s Technical Publications, 
this 76 page paperback may be hard to find. | was 
lucky to win mine on Ebay and haven't seen another 
since. Online searches have been futile. Thus, it’s a 
nice little challenge for those who also collect 
typewriter books to get hold of one. Meeting the 
challenge is worth the effort. 


The book is staple-bound and in a large format layout 
measuring 8 %” by 11”, which is big enough to permit 
Rocky to include lots of photographs and sufficient 
supporting text in nice, big 12-point type. The 
photographic history includes the usual recounting of 
the early days to the latest portable and standard 
machines being produced domestically and abroad in 





1956 — both manual and electric. 


The organization is awkward, frankly. Even so, to 
have photos of so many machines interesting to 
collectors of antique typewriters, vintage machines, 
and ’56-era desktops and portables makes it pretty 
unique. Also included is a nod to the early inventors 
from Pellegrino to House. Jones says, “It was due to 
the initial experiments and inventions of these men 
that the typewriter was successfully designed and 
produced by Christopher L. Sholes.” Nice. 


The history is by 
no means able 
to include all the 
standards and 
portables, but | 
had never seen 
a picture of the 
Godrej “All 
India” machine 
before so I’m 
fine with not 
having the oldies but goodies dominate the content. 
The inclusion of so many post-war typewriters and so 
many electrics, both early and late, more than makes 
up for the absence of many classics other than a 
photo or drawing. 





Several pages are devoted to keyboard layouts from 
the Sholes & Glidden to the standard keyboard of 
today. There is even a Fitch keyboard represented! 


Another item that will be of general interest both to 
collectors and writers is the detailed line drawings of 
margin setting of the Royal Magic Margins, the 
Underwood margin mechanisms, and the LC Smith 
Automatic Margin. Others, unfortunately without 
photos or drawings, are explained and will be quite 
useful to those among us who want to use a vintage 
machine for daily duty. 


Other bits included are a time line of post-war 
typewriters, a good index of American typewriters 
and another of foreign typewriters, and a history of 
the Vari-Typer/Coxhead machines. Very useful stuff: 
If you want to know where and when the standard 
Zeta was produced, it’s there! 


The last three pages are titled “Typewriter Scrap 
Book” and are left blank. My main regret about this 
book is that these pages are blank in mine. | do love 
photos and records of previous owners of my books 
and typewriters. 


Now, do take a look at the first installment of the 
Portable Showcase on the next page, won't you? 
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Portable 
Showcase 


The Olympia SM3 
at left was my first 
German typewriter 
other than a Bing, 
Whether or not the 
Bing is a toy or a true typewriter still is the subject of 
pleasant controversy, but there can be no doubt that 
the SM3 was the real thing and, at the time it was 
introduced, a very fine example of German typewriter 
design and engineering. | bought mine because there 
had been so much talk about the SM3 online and | 
wanted to see what all the fuss was about. 





Most of the posts to the Yahoo Portable Typewriter 
Forum at that time were from forum members looking 
for a machine they could use daily, use hard, and 
haul to the nearest coffee shop or park. Some said 
they were after a vintage machine, some a more 
modern typer. All were eager to find an affordable 
typewriter, and of these most wondered what one 
should expect to pay for a good, working machine. 


Among typewriters that span the years from the 30s 
to the early 50s were mentioned the Royal Quiet 
Deluxe and Touch Control series, and the Smith- 
Corona Sterlings 
and Silents. 
Some posters 
found the lines 
of the Noiseless 
typewriters 
manufactured by 
Remington and 
later licensed to 
Underwood to 
be attractive 
enough for inclusion even though the mechanicals 
are on the slow side when compared to the others. 





Other typewriters mentioned in this ongoing series of 
posts include the all of the Skyriters, Olympia’s SM9, 
and the Hermes portables. The Olivetti, Brother, and 
Silver Reed typewriters are clearly popular choices. 


There is one website potential portable typewriter 
buyers should visit first. Will Davis, with help from 
other experienced collectors around the world, has 
built an incomparable online resource. Find it at 
www.geocities.com/wbd641/Portablesindex.htm! until 
October 26th. After that, just Google “Will Davis 
portables” and you will find the new link. 


It's very difficult not to write more about the Davis 
family and their contribution to the collecting and 
writing community but you just must go see. No 
matter what | write, it will be inadequate. 


Affordability is important to writers both seasoned 
and beginner. Happily, most of the machines I’ve 
mentioned above and the others that I’ve left out are 
readily available and very affordable. 


Thrift shops and garage sales sometimes offer a 
typewriter at rock bottom prices. Craigslist is also a 
good place to search regularly. And of course the 
biggest garage sale of them all, Ebay, offers literally 
hundreds and hundreds of typewriters daily, from 
antique to electronic. The selection of portables is 
excellent and prices are low. Many fine machines go 
without bids. Many others go to keychoppers. You 
can often expect to pay less for a typewriter than a 
crafts person will pay for a set of key tops, but those 
folks don’t have to pay the shipping you will. 





If you will join 
the portables 
forum, you can 
find a list of first- 
rate sellers of 
refurbished and 
well-restored 
portables. There 
are sites that : 
sell portables for <i: 

prices that are 5 

just astonishing, but the ones | mean are collectors 
who have the skill, patience, and love of these 
machines and want to offer them to collectors and 
writers at reasonable prices. 





By the way, what do many of these folks want to do 
with their portables besides write letters and easily 
generate mailing labels? They want to write a novel! 
And for a substantial number of the posters to the 
portables forum that includes participating in the 
annual National Novel Writing Month (NaNoWriMo). 


You owe it to yourself to check out the contest site, 
www.nanowrimo.org, to get acquainted with this mad 
and wonderful event that kicks off November first. 
The goal is to write a 175-page (50,000-word) novel 
by midnight, November 30. Do the daily math for that, 
and then search the forum for NaNoWriMo. The 
Typewriter Brigade support group at the NaNoWriMo 
site will help you create a method to your madness 
and a strategy for coping with the daily weirdness 
that goes with hammering out a novel in just one 
month. 


| hope Portable Showcase will be interesting and 
useful to readers. It will be even better with feedback 
in the form of suggestions and corrections. Future 
pieces will be more focused so please come back! 
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TYPEWRITER MEETINGS UPDATE Carl Strange posted his sentiments on the 


Typewriters@ yahoogroups.com chat-site: : 


* 


s 


Amesbury, MA Sept. 19" at Chris Ryan’s House | have posted a few pictures taken at the Northeast Regional 
Collectors Meeting (under that filename), which was held at 
Chris Ryan's place in Amesbury, Massachusetts, on 19 
September. 

The fusion of experience, judgment, shared interest, and 
colorful personalities that marked that day was enormous fun. 
Our group included seasoned collectors of immense stature 
alongside relative newbie’s, and the motivational range ran from 
deepest history and highest technology to practical use and 
storage solutions. The amount one can learn in such a setting 
surpasses weeks of web browsing; in the excitement of others 
we are reminded of why we entered this hobby in the first place. 

We are indebted to Chris Ryan for his gracious hospitality. 
I've already offered to set up a meeting in my area next fall. If 
you have not been to such a meeting yet, | can't recommend it 
strongly enough. Ours is a frequently lonely pursuit, and fellow 
: : enthusiasts are worth their weight in Rooys. 

Above: Five boys and their toys. L. to R. Carl Strange, —_ Next time there's a meeting in your area, don't miss it. Travis 
Dennis Clark, Chris Ryan, Jason, and Mike Brown (taking Hamric has laid the groundwork for regional meetings like this, 
photo.)Below: Chris Ryan’s spin of the meeting, as posted so watch for announcements of upcoming meets. Fun was had 
on his blog site. (http://typograph.wordpress.com by all! 


Below clockwise: Dennis’ rare Dayton portable, Carl’s gorgeous 
. DM German portable, Chris’ stalwart Remington Quiet Writer 
t “aan 1K Mike Brown and hi and Mike's turn of the century U.S. Pencil Sharpener! 
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Above: Top left, Internet, center and top right photos by H. Price. Bottom left photo by G.Burbano, bottom right by M. Brown. 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 


Howdy Yall !! 








Yes! The picture on the right is actually me 


typing on my newly acquired Yost typewriter. 


| guess you know that I’m just “monkeying” 


around on it... 


.and not really typing. What fun! 
By the time you guys/gals are reading this 
we will have concluded a great meeting in 





Delaware hosted by Tom Russo at his museum 
and later at Peter & Corney Weil’s house. | trust you will read all about it in 
this issue, and that is why we are a couple of weeks late with the delivery of 


Typex. 


| hope you will all understand the delay, and enjoy (no... 


.be inspired) 


by learning just how much fun and rewarding these meetings can be. 
This is why | have tried to stress the importance of face-to-face group 


meetings. 


Not for my personal gain (there is none), no, it is for the 


strengthening of the hobby in the bigger picture, for all involved. PLEASE 
help me, help us, by attending, when possible, and encouraging all others 
that you are in contact with, to do the same. Thank You. See more about 


meetings on page 899 of this issue. 


So So So SSP OP OP OI OIOIEOEPEESDSS 


News from Overseas: by Nick Fisher, England 


So another year passes and a few machines are added to the collection 
including the bargain Remington J for £4.99 and a perfect Olivetti 32 for 50 
pence. The Oliver collection has expanded too, with a model 5 (340905, 17 
1/2” platen), model 9 (863153, 23 1/2” platen) and model 11 (B1018444, 13 
% platen. Certainly nothing exotic this year but it has been a case of happy 


hunting! 


| recently tracked down a Remington Monarch, which | have seen pictures 
of and assumed it was produced by Remington prior to their marketing of the 


machine as the Smith Premier 30 with segment type-basket. 


It soon became 


obvious that the machine was a re-cycled Monarch 3, with a bar type paper 


bail and Remington style circular feet. 


Close inspection showed that the 


replacement paintwork covered the Monarch decals and pin-striping. Another 
of these machines has recently come onto eBay and it possesses both the 
Monarch decals on the front of the machines, and those of the Remington 
Monarch on the paper table. Was the Remington Monarch actually produced 
as a new, rather than renovated machine? Incidentally the machine | have 
has had all the springs located under the type-bars removed, which 
presumably has reduced the famed ‘cushion touch’? 


The ignorance and sloppiness of certain sellers was recently evidenced by 
the listing of a Remington Rand standard machine, probably a model 17, as 
an “18"/19" century typewriter’. The estimated date was “between 1840 and 
1920”, so the writer had no idea of the relationship between centuries and 
dates. The machine was listed at £45, which he had been advised was what 
he should be asking, so no deals either! I’ve no doubt that it was “rare” too! 


UK eBay was busy in the last quarter of 2009 with ten plus pages of 
typewriters listed. There are an increasing number of modern portables 
coming up and an irritating number of repeat listings for ribbons, as if by 
listing them again and again they will sell more? It is good to see that modern 


portables are finding a market and healthy bids. 


There is some sort or 


resurgence of interest, which | am led to believe, is due to students of art and 
English, though | don’t know how true this is. 


| read the report about the Mid-Atlantic Typewriter Collectors Meeting in 
West Virginia with some jealousy! Most of the collectors (| know of) over here 
are in their late sixties to seventies, and I’m a mere ‘whipper-snapper’ of 49! 
It confounds me that we cannot get something together in the UK. Perhaps 
then we would unearth some younger collectors. After all what is going to 
happen to my collection when | ‘pop my clogs’? Not that | intend doing so 


soon, you understand, 


| must still have another twenty or so years of 


collecting, cleaning and rejuvenating in me! 


Here is to a good year for all you collectors out there. We always have 


something to look forward to! 


My contact email is nickuraina@aol.com Phone: 44 01793-8237731 
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Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet 


Room for One More..... 


Just a few short weeks ago, | told Mike 
Brown, “I’m getting bored with these 
indexers. | think I'll sell them off and stick 
to the big, black boxy machines.” 


HA! That was before the Boston Hall 
showed up on eBay. I’ve had the New 
York and Salem models for several years 
and had always assumed | would 
eventually get a Boston to complete the 
set. I’ve bid on a few in the past, but only 
half-heartedly because, you see, | really 
don’t care much for indexers. 


So why was this one any different? 


For one reason, unlike other index 
typewriters, the Hall holds some 
fascination for me. | suppose it has to do 
with the fact | can’t see what’s happening 
inside that little square type-box while |’m 
moving the pointer around. Of course, 
I've taken one apart and the rational side 
of my brain knows exactly how it works. 
But it’s not quite the same as watching it 
while it happens. 


For another thing, | know the seller, Travis 
Hamric. Travis tells the truth about the 
typewriters he offers for sale. | asked 
about the condition of the rubber type. He 
replied right away, “It’s toast.” Well, that’s 
to be expected with a thin sheet of one 
hundred-year-old-rubber. One of my 
Halls actually has a large chunk of its type 
intact but | know if | were to put the index 
pointer in the little hole and press down 
ever so gently, it would shatter into a 
million pieces. 





Lynda Beckler 


| seem to have been one of the faithful 
few buying typewriters in this last quarter. 
Take a look at the eBay sales. Pretty 
dismal, but it’s a buyer's market. Maybe 
this is not the best time to unload my 
indexers. Maybe I'll hang on a bit longer. 


Perhaps I'll learn to like the little devils 


moan baywatch... 


recent eBay auction highlights. 


From the last quarter of 2009. 


All prices have been converted to US dollars and, in the case 
of live auctions, do NOT include the auctioneer’s fees. 














Victor “A” Index 
Odell #1 2,403 
Keaton Music Typewriter 
White Mignon (27 bids!) 
Edelman 
Merritt 
Salter #10 898 
Adler #17 707 
Boston Hall 700 
Columbia BarLock 650 
Barbock#0 a | 08 
Bartholomew Stenograph____———=«|~—00 | 
Fox #24 
Blick 6 482 


Unsold: Swintec “artifact” with a $2,000,000 Buy- 
It-Now price tag. 
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In 1970, two prominent companies within their respective industries came 
together to produce the item on the right. Smith Corona had been producing 
typewriters and other office equipment since the 19th century. Ghia Design was 
changing the European automobile design world by creating speedy shapes for 
manufacturers, most notably the Karmann Ghia. The "Super-G" wasn't 
revolutionary in its interior; the mechanics were standard portable-typewriter 
parts seen in numerous other SCM models. The most notable design features are 
on the closed-case cover: striking, vibrant colors (turquoise or orange), a racing 
stripe, and the Ghia logo. I initially thought that Smith-Corona may have simply 
licensed the Ghia name, but the bold "DESIGN BY" in the logo seems to verify 
that some designer in need of a pet project was taken away from cars and handed 
a typewriter design handbook. There is a bit of a disconnect between the interior 
and the exterior of the typewriter. The cover has straight, speedy lines with softly 
rounded corners, much as you'd find on a car. The interior, however, exhibits the 
sharp modernism that was approaching through the 1970s and 80s. One might 
equate it with the Ghia concept cars that followed shortly thereafter. 

In the coming years, Ghia was bought by Ford, and Smith Corona found that 
mechanical office equipment was ending up in the landfills. Ghia still makes cars, 
but rebranded Ford models; Smith Corona still puts text to paper, but in a more 
computerized way. For a short time, however, the unlikely pair managed to make 
the nearing-obsolete typewriter technology look like it could hold it's own in the 
Grand Prix. 

From the Internet: Labels: 1970, 1970s, ghia design, smith corona, typewriter 


POSTED BY AZRAEL BROWN AT 11:06 AM 0 COMMENTS 
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ACROSS DOWN 
1 Inventor of Smith Premier (last name) 1 Offered DHIAT keyboard option (last name) 
5 “To Save Time is to Lengthen Life" 2 A type of cherry 
7 Manufactured a model called the M-1 3 First daisy-wheel typewriter was named 
9 First model IBM electric 4 Month of Sholes birthday 
10 “The Pen is mightier than the sword" 6 Sealed body to achieve quietness 
14 A typewriter that shares its name with an organ 8 A meeting of hippies in upstate N.Y. in the 60s 
17 Only typewriter name beginning with letter "Q" 11 What women were called who operated 
20 The driving force behind Sholes (last name) typewriters before 1915 
21 Least expensive fully keyed typewriter 12 A city in western Pennsylvania 
22 Machine with "grasshopper movement" 13 Shares its name with German luxury car maker 
24 Machine used on a tri-pod during WW1 15 German successor to Mignon 
27 One popular noted Swiss brand of typewriter 16 Lightweight machine in a carry ease 
28 Pastor's writing ball 18 Machine featuring mother-of-peartinlay 
) 19 George Washington Newton (last name) 
22 Invented Underwood typewriter (last name) 


23 A typewriter company whose last name was 
marchant 

25 Drab olive green 

26 This company dropped typewriters out of an 
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TYPEWRITER MEETING 
AT DELAWARE 2-13-2010 


By Jack Knarr 





And the only one who got out of touch was 
the guy in the 10-ton Hummer, which allegedly 
can go anywhere (if pointed right), Gabe 
Burbano of Little Falls, N.J. As Herman Price 
revealed to Gabe at supper before the ride 
home, "New Jersey is a little to the north of 





LAND OF OZ -- That wasn't a tornado, Delaware." (This was because Gabe got lost 

Dorothy! using GPS and could not find the restaurant that 
They were BLIZZARDS, two snowstorms was only a few blocks from Peter’s house.) 

ina WEEK! And around and around we spun But all day, there was no trouble on the big 
and slid, until we landed in mountains of snow: highways, and little trouble parking at the 
"Look, there's our friend Tom Russo, and his venues, and we really did have some time in Oz: 
typewriter museum! That's in Wilmington, Look, there were friends Steve Lehman and his 
Delaware. | wife "The Enabler," of Arlington, VA.; Carl 





Strange, Southbury, CT; Don Feldman, 
Bremerton, WA; Maddie Parra, College Park, 
MD; Rich Willinger, Robbinsville, NJ; Typex Ge 
Publisher Mike Brown of Philadelphia, and Jett 
Morgan and Herman Price, Morgantown, WV. 
And we really WERE in our Oz! There in the 
Weils' living room was legendary 
collector/restorer Bob Aubert of Riverside, NJ, 
talking detailed technique for long stretches with 
the young ace fixer, Travis Hamric of Frametown, 
WV. 


— se : — 9S 
Russo's office museum & parking lot with snow piled high. 


And there's our friends Peter and Corney Weil 
in their pretty house in Newark, Delaware. 

"You know, Toto, | don't think we're in Kansas 
anymore!" 

Indeed, 15 typewriter collectors and two long- 
suffering wives kept the Saturday, Feb. 13 
meeting date in Delaware on the tail-end of three 
blizzards that have topped off this miserable 
winter with more than 70 inches of snow and 
counting. 





Bob Aubert, Travis Hamric, & Tony Casillo trade notes. 
Bob and Peter had worked with each other for 
years on their two Sholes & Gliddens, learning 
how to bend the lid metal, making keytops, 
nickling parts, cleaning, piecing together parts, 
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painting. 


And Peter's finished machine was displayed 
® proudly there. This was like a coming-out party, a 
christening. (And we might very humbly and 
sincerely add, Very well done, Gentlemen.) 
Yes, along the way, we met the lion and the 
scarecrow, and went looking for the Wizard-- and 


there he was, too! 


Tony Casillo, the beating heart behind the 


Philadelphia international convention of 


collectors in 2000, came down from Garden City, 
NY, and for show-and-tell unveiled a Merritt- 
sized prototype in a little wooden box that he'd 
found. (Photo of machine below: Courtesy T. Casillo) 





He said this prototype had been done about 
1888 by typewriter inventor Franz X. Wagner, 
"the most fertile of them all, who worked for 
Remington, who was the man behind the 
typewriter from Day One. This was the last of the 
index typewriters before he went on to work on 





the Underwood." 






on. Photo courtesy T. Casillo 








could hear the bell." 


Casillo won't say where he got it, only that the 


Above: Tony demonstrates his prize, while Jett Morton looks 


Tony got his face down next to it, and 
advanced the works to the end of the platen, 
where a tiny bell went off-- TING! He grinned. 
"It's an incredibly sophisticated little machine," 
Tony said. "| swear he invented this just so he 


machine is still so fresh even now, that when he 
found it, "the letter 'n' was embossed in the 
platen. It had sat somewhere for years." 

See, THIS is why we meet: 


* To see the veteran Tom Russo proudly 
showing his just-finished model of "The Salter." 
"| just got it back," Tom said. "No repainting was 
done; it was left just the way it was." Then he 
tapped on some keys, showed how the machine 
now worked as good as new. "I just love the 
action on it now." Herman Price summed it up: 
"True conservation, rather than a restoration." 


*We meet to eavesdrop of Herman talking 
Sholes & Glidden with Maddie Parra: "Almost 
every machine is different, different flowers, 
some have mother of pearl," he said. "I've never 
seen two machines with the same decoration. 
And later they took the first models and 
‘perfected’ them; they were all painted black. But 
now, if you take off the black, you'll find the 
decals underneath.” 


* To see a devoted Remington 2s collector 
like Richard Willinger bring in “one item I've 
never seen before, a Remington 2 equipped with 
a Hudson Word Register." The thing actually 
counts the number of words typed, apparently by 
counting the number of hits on the space bar, 
which of course you hit after each word. 
Ingenious! 








Above: Remington No. 2 with rare, special Hudson’s 
word counting attachment patented 12-20-1892, 
brought for show & tell by Rich Willinger. 

Photo courtesy H. Price. 
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* To see Gabe Burbano's 1970s SCM display 
of three different-colored "Design by Ghia" 
models. To page through Jett Morgan's thick 
book of magazine ads printed starting in 1882. 


To actually see Herman PROUD of a lowly 
L.C. Smith: a beautiful totally nickle-plated Latin 
version made in Mexico. 


Above: Herman Price's Nickle-plated L.C. Smith 


* Yeah, we go for the chats about new girlfriends 
and failed marriages, about Weils' cat, about the 
wonderful machines we want to have-- and 
sometimes get! (Thanks, Carl, for the bright-red 
"high-heeled" Royal portable with the "Vogue" 
typeface!). 


We go for the handshakes hello and the hugs 
and well-wishes goodbye, the knowing that there 
are at least a few others like us out there. 


"The best part is being around old friends 
again," said Don Feldman, who lives in 
Washington State and scheduled a welding class 
in Maryland around Feb. 13 so he could be here. 


Above: Don Feldman shows off a rare model Shortwriter. 





"This (the storms) weeds out the wannabes," 


he said. "These are the true believers. Plus, you 
always learn something new." 





And you go for the unexpected. It was 
intriguing how Tony Casillo turned Peter Weil's 
proper dining room into an emergency workshop. 


| Jack Knarr had brought a huge Facit "Selectric"- 


type machine along for Tony to take back to New 
York and fix. But the beast had been silent for 
decades, and Tony wanted to determine if that 
would even be possible. 


So the Facit was hauled in off the front stoop 
and plopped atop the Beer box. The three-prong 
cord was plugged in the wall socket, and Tony 
went to work, taking the lid off the bottom, 
massaging various rollers and parts, flicking 
switches on and off. 


He banged on the keyboard. Slowly, the low 
groan of a motor could be heard gearing up, then 
more and more vigorously. He turned and 
cheered: 


"It's alive!" he said. "I can fix it! 
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From the Internet: 


Marilyn Monroe's typewriter 


POSTED BY JOHN BROWNLEE, SEPTEMBER 12, 2008 9:58 AM | PERMALINK 





Yesterday, a gadget to be held in the palm of the hand with mystical awe. Today, 
a gadget to be smelled and licked, to type necrophile love notes to its long-dead 
owner — letter by letter — with the tip of a taut, purpling appendage: 


Marilyn Monroe's typewriter. One can't help but wonder the profound thoughts 
she daintily typed upon it with her french manicured fingers, although perhaps 
significantly, the "d", "u" and "h" keys are particularly worn. 


Auction Marilyn Files [Vanity Fair via Geek Sugar] posted in: RETRO 


Ed. Note: I can’t verify if any of this is true, but I found this while web-surfing, and thought everyone might 
enjoy seeing it. Heck, I’m not even sure what make (Royal?) and model this is! Maybe I was distracted while 


daydreaming about Marilyn. But I’m sure someone will chime in to enlighten me! Or wake me out of my 
dream© 


894 

















Calling All Newbies! 


By John Payton 


| watched Elizabeth Gaskell’s “Wives and 
Daughters” recently. It put me to thinking about 
this month’s article, and reminded me how 
easily one can be distracted, even fooled, by 
what one sees. Consider these examples: 


Underwood 5 

It’s a classic bit of 
- typewriter trompe 
l'oeil: Suppose you 
are searching 
eBay, or Craigslist, 
or the local thrift 
shop for a new 
addition to your collection. There you see a 
dusty, grimy Underwood 5 and your eye barely 
pauses because, well, it’s just another 
Underwood 5. 





This is a machine very dear to my heart. | have 
some good hardware here, but after spending 
a couple years with my plain Jane Underwood 
standards | realize | have fallen for the No. 5. 
The realization came to me when | noticed | 
had begun accumulating them, stashing them 
away wherever | could fit them. | started with a 
well-worn example, bought a worse one, later 
received an even worse one as a present, and 
then bought two very nice ones. 


It probably was when | got my Underwood 1 
that | first began to realize just how lovely a 
machine the No. 5 is. It doesn’t put on airs. It 
isn't at all showy. It just does its work, and 
slowly wins one’s affection and admiration. 


Now | find myself bringing home aunts, sisters 
and nieces to the No. 5 that first won my 
affection. The latest is an SX-100, sitting here 
beside me as | peck out this column. 


Whether you’re new to typewriters, plan to 
collect them or just write on them, don’t over- 
look the Underwood 5. It may not be as 
valuable as a No. 1, or as lovely as one of its 
contemporaries, but there is much to admire 
from its dignified looks to the groundbreaking 





engineering that turned the Typewriter Trust 
on its ears! Take a closer look. She’s a beauty. 


Woodstock 
Another 
commoner is the 
Woodstock. It is, 
if anything, even 
less eye-catching 
than the 
Underwood. But 
what a touch they have! She’s demure in her 
appearance, but she’s fast, really fast. Will 
Davis says of the Woodstock, “The machine 
was sturdy, reliable, easy to use, and was also 
one of the fastest machines on the market”. 








The Woodstock was preceded by the Harris 
and the Emerson. The Harris was a good 
machine, but behind the times with its three 
row keyboard. The Woodstock kept the best of 
the Harris features, such as subassemblies to 
ease assembly and cut costs, and added the 
niceties of its contemporaries like the four row 
keyboard. 


The Emerson looked a bit elegant, like an 

English motorcar. But like the troubles those @ 
may have with electrics and carburetors, the 
Emerson had in daily use. Type slugs broke 

off, for example. The Emerson may have had 

the looks but the Woodstock had the real 

beauty. In fact, in the hands of a professional, 

it could keep up with the champ of the day, the 
Underwood. 


L.C. Smith & Bros. 
The Smith brothers, 
of Smith Premier 
fame, saw the 
handwriting on the 
wall when the new 
Underwood front 
strike visible came = 

to market. Trapped by the éonstraints of the 
Union Typewriter Company price fixing trust, 
they determined to build a new factory and 
start a new company as L.C. Smith & Brothers. 
Within a year, they were selling a typewriter 
that could go head to head with the upstart 
Underwood. 
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| am very fond of my Smith Premier 2. | like the 
touch, the unique cranking design, and the 
looks of it. However, if | had been working at a 
SP2 in 1904 when the segment shifted L.C. 
Smith hit the market offering visible typing, | 
would have been eager to give it a try. 


A few years later, when ball bearings improved 
its performance and reliability even more, the 
L.C. Smith really hit its stride. This durable and 
reliable performer held its own against its 
competition until the middle of the 1920s. 


The No. 8 shown in the photo is really a good- 
looking typewriter, right down to the logo 
(below) found on the paper table. 





The point of this is simple: If you are thinking 
of starting a collection or want to try your hand 
at using a really old typewriter (chronologically 
speaking), don’t automatically write these off. 
They all are very affordable, though shipping 
likely will be high if you can’t find one locally. 
In my still-newbie opinion, they all have earned 
a place in every collection, if only to show 
respect for their achievements. 


Another reason to consider the “commoners” 
in our hobby is that it is fairly easy to obtain 
post-cards, ribbon tins, and advertisements to 
go with your chosen beauty. The postcards of 
the factories are nice looking, the ads are 
usually informative, and ribbon tins really can 
dress up a typewriter display — even if you just 
have one. A vintage typing table is just the 
ticket for showing it off and doing double duty 
as a good workplace. 





Portable 


Showcase 


| fine fellow, Joe 
Ahearn, came 
for a visit last 
weekend, along 
with his lovely wife, Lisa. Joe teaches and is a 
writer, and he recently finished his graduate 
degree, using a manual typewriter to hammer 
it out. He likes portables as tools of his trade, 
but he has had mixed success with them. They 
haven't held up under extended hard use, but 
he isn’t giving up yet. He brought me a broken 
but very nice Smith-Corona Silent (thank you), 
and has an Olympia 9 at home. 





Maybe what he needs is a luggable, a cross 
between the full-size office typewriter and the 
average (or even above average) portable. 


Does anybody out there remember these? | 
do, and | drooled over them back in the day. | 
no longer have my little computer business, 
but | still like the idea of the luggable office 
machine. 





When you look at the number of typewriters 
that aren’t actually full-blown office machines 
like the Olympia SG1, and aren’t small enough 
to qualify as portables, it may be that you will 
find yourself considering a Remington. No, not 
one of the portables. Let’s consider the Junior. 
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Remington Junior 


The first time | saw a photo of the Remington 
Junior, | instantly was smitten with it. It’s not a 
lovely thing by any means. But it’s different. It 
took a while, but in time one came to me and | 
have enjoyed it thoroughly. From its touch, 
which | have to describe as no-nonsense, to its 
interesting ribbon spool placement (sort of a 
Continental kit), it’s just an odd bird. Not big, 
not small. Not heavy, not light. 


With a three-row keyboard and double shifts 
for caps and figs, it's a little under whelming. 
But, Junior has basket shift, and it shifts with 
little effort —- up for caps and down for figures. 








From the front, the Junior is just plain as can 
be. It does have a modest bit of metal to hide 
the movement of the machine’s works from the 
delicate sensibilities of the typist. 


If you happen to be a person who likes a lot of 
business going on when keys are struck, 








this is a real delight. 
Let’s start with the view 
from below, starting at 
the keys. 





The long key levers run 
the depth of the Junior, 
connecting to a fork on 
the adjustable link to 
the typebar. 


The fork at the top of 
this link connects to 
the, well, to the rocker 
arm link, which in turn 
connects to the first 
type bar link, then 
connects to the thigh 
bone, which connects 
to the knee bone, which 
connects ... well, in 
time a final link 
connects to the actual 
type bar. 


All in all, the works are 
a Jot of fun to observe 
in action. 


The real challenge for 
me has been to sort out 
how one changes the 
ribbon in the Junior. 
The spools are not 
swappable, but I’ve just 
sorted out how to 
remove them to wind a 
new ribbon on. 
Because the spools are 
in the rear, the ribbon 
has to pass under the 
carriage to reach the 
vibrator! 





Careful examination > ry | 
gives a general idea of q ‘ 
what must be done to replace the ribbon. But, 
it is hard to credit one’s eyes when considering 

the apparent challenge it offers. What to do? & 
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When | first received my Junior, | wanted to 
put on a new ribbon and go for a test drive. But 
| soon realized | had no idea how to do it. So, | 
looked up the machine in the USPO online and 
in time found the patent drawing shown above 
and below. Between the drawings and the 
description, | confirmed that the design makes 
changing the ribbon a challenge (at best). But, 
at least | knew what to do. 





Mind, the patent drawings and supporting 
description don’t always match exactly the 
typewriter you have in front of you. But, that’s 
the point: Be as broadly applicable as possible 





to reduce the chances of somebody taking the 
idea and running with it — to your financial woe 
— but as new and unique as possible so you 
actually can obtain a patent. 


When searching for a patent one is helped by 
having an affection for puzzles, books with 
information on inventors, and a willingness to 
spend hours trying to figure out just what part 
of the typewriter may be included in a patent 
that seems wholly irrelevant to your needs. 
Patience and curiosity are essential. If you’re 
the sort who loves rooting around the Internet 
with your search engine of choice, patent 
searches will be just your cup of tea. 


Patent dates are a huge help in narrowing 
down a search. An inventor's name is also an 
asset. Knowing (or guessing) to whom the 
patent might have been assigned is a further 
help. There is a huge number of typewriter- 
related patents so focus on a narrow date and 
key word range. Patent dates (months/years) 
will help, but may only refer to a part of the 
machine, such as the escapement. Cast a 
wide net, but not too wide! 


The first several paragraphs of the patent 
make up the Abstract, a general description of 
what the invention does. Use it to separate the 
patent wheat from the chaff, but take time to 
glance at the Drawings first. The abstract may 
tell you that the patent is for a tabulator (there 
are zillions of these, at least), but the pictures 
may show just what you are after. The detailed 
Description comes next and is going to be long 
and filled with references to the drawing(s). It 
takes a little while to get used to reading the 
description but it’s a necessary skill to develop. 
If you’re mechanically inclined, it may be 
easier for you. Last comes Claims, which 
states what makes your patent new and 
improved. 


Ready to start, then? The Google Patents 
search engine has the tools you need to get 
underway. Perhaps you can practice by 
looking for a patent that includes detailed 
pictures and a clear description of the various 
levers on the carriage of the folding Corona 3. 
If you find it, let me know, ok? I’m still looking. 
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From Around the Network 


Thanks for years of great reading. Cal Beckstrand, CA 
Mike, thanks for all of your good work, we appreciate it! 
Chet Robinson, TN 

Thanks for your reminder, Norbert Schwarz, Germany 
With best wishes and thanks for the great editions in 2009! 
Armin Heckler, Germany 

Keep ‘um comin! Bill Hawkins, PA 
| just got my first issue of The Typewriter Exchange. Great! 

Keep up the good work. Steve Lehman, VA 

Thanks, Mike, for all the work. Lee Pinckney, CA 

Keep up the good work, Mark Taff, CA 
! received a nice newspaper article about a typewriter repair shop 
that is STILL in business in the St. Louis, MO area. And, | also 
learned that the Graph-O-Type that was offered in the last issue, 
did not find a new home. Anyone? It's FREE? Bill Rhoads, MO 

| enjoyed reading about the Mid-Atlantic Typewriter Collectors 
meeting in West Virginia. And....1 am indeed sorry | did not 
attend! 

Perhaps you can use this....as | thought it was somewhat 
humorous and typewriter related. 

Out of the shadows of time: 
Some years ago a young woman's resume contained this line. 

“I can also type without lookingat thekeyboard.” 
Ed Reis, PA 

| always enjoy reading Typex, Larry Wilhelm, TX 
<>< So So SoCo SoCo Soo So co coco coco coco 


WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 


The Typewriter Parts Exchange 
A Resource for Collectors, Hobbyists, and Dreamers. 


Ein Hilfsmittel fiir Sammler, Liebhaber und Traumer. 
Www. typewriterpartsexchange.com 


TYPEWRITER MEETINGS... 





Meetings coordinator:. Travis: Hamric, WV _ contact: 


travis@tttypewriters.com phone 304-640-6792. 
Meeting assistants: Mike Brown, PA contact: typex1@aol.com 
Richard Polt, OH contact: Polt@xavier.edu 
If you are interested in hosting please contact Travis directly and 
supply him with your name, a contact phone number, the address where 
you propose to hold the meeting, and the proposed date and possible list 
of activities. (Note: it is probably better if you can host at your house or a 
no-fee location as most collectors are reluctant to spend large sums to 
attend. Also keep in mind that when suggesting dates, weekends are 
probably more acceptable to most of the attendees’ schedules). 
MEETINGS SCHEDULES: 
““Please contact us to add your name to the hosts & attendees 
database, and encourage your collector pals to do the same** 
2009 Review for Collector Meetings, by Travis Hamric 
On a wonderful fall day in November of 2008 | had the honor of 
meeting a terrific guy and editor of this publication, Mike Brown, at a 
meeting hosted by Herman Price at his home in West Virginia. | am 
convinced that if not for meeting Mike in person and becoming friends the 
events that followed would not have happened. Mike and | decided to try 
and help more collectors and enthusiast’s meet in person, like we just 
did, at gatherings across the country. First things first, we needed hosts 





Chris Ryan, MA 
Gary Roberts, SC 
Steve Lehman, VA 
John Armour & Kate Ogren, WV 
Chuck Watson, NC 
Maddie Para, MD 
<P> Co <> So Co So Co Coco So <> <> coco coco 


Below: Typewriter Crossword solution from page 890. 


and then attendees. 

Once we started working with the community through the Yahoo 
groups, TYPEWRITERS and The Portable Typewriter Forum, we 
compiled an impressive list of like minded people from all over. 

After we started hearing from more and more people interested in 
attending and even hosting a meeting we decided that it was time to get 
one organized. As with anything, we had a couple of meetings that didn’t 
materialize but we also had a few that came together and proved to be 
great times. Not only did the meetings provide an opportunity for all of us 
to get together and talk about typewriters, they also laid the groundwork 
for friendships that help make this hobby wonderful. As | have said 
before, it is great that we have online forums and chat groups that we can 
communicate through, but there is nothing like meeting people in person. 

Last year when Mike and | started our mission | offered to donate a 
year’s subscription to each of our wonderful publications, Typex and 
ETCetera to two people who attended a meeting. The names of every 
meeting attendee in 2009 was placed in a hat and my two year old son 
drew the winners. | am pleased to announce that the winner of this year’s 
subscription to Typex was Jett Morton (WV) and Corny Weil (DE) won the 
subscription for ETCetera. The same offer still stands for 2010 so get out 
there, and attend a meeting and maybe your name will be here next year. 

These publications are just wonderful and the hobby wouldn't be the 
same without them. A big thank you to Mike Brown and Richard Polt for 
their great work. 

This year should prove to be a good one for all of us typewriter 
collectors and enthusiast's that want to attend or even host a meeting. 

There are meetings in the early stages of planning as well.as some —___ 
that have become regular events. One of our goals is to get meetings 
happening on a regular basis in all of the many areas of the country so 
everyone can attend with relative ease. In order to do this we need to 
hear from everyone interested in attending or hosting. Remember, don’t 
remain anonymous just because you feel like you don’t know enough 
about typewriters, have a nice enough collection or are just too new to 
the hobby because just as | found out, a meeting is not complete without 
both newcomers and veterans. After my own and many others first 
meeting we couldn't wait until the next one. The same call goes out r@ 
veteran collectors too. Your knowledge of typewriters coupled with your 
mere presence is also an integral part of any meeting. We all have our 
part to do for our hobby and when all of these parts are combined the 
outcome is a fantastic time! 

PLEASE HELP US------HELP YOU------SIGN UP NOW II! 
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Join Us In Celebrating 
Ames Supply Company's 90th Anniversary 





ANCOMPANY PN 


1902 — 1992 





Your One-Source Supplier for 90 Years 








* Of the first California Rose Bowl game 
(Michigan defeated Stanford 49-0) 
Thomas A. Edison invented a new storage 
battery to keepthe electric automobile com- 
petitive with the gasoline models 

* West Point celebrated its 100th birthday 
¢ The United States agreed to pay $40 mil- 
lion for the Panama Canal 

¢ Arailroad train made it from New York to 
Chicago in a record 20 hours 

¢ Miners struck gold in Alaska 





The demand for platen replacement ser- 
vices grew drastically over the next few 
years, and Art Ames was growing with 
it. In 1904 he jointly established the firm 
of Ames & Filstead with D.W. Filstead. 
In 1907 the first Ames' employee, John 
Luetz, was hired as an errand boy and 
shop helper. He commanded a salary of 
$6.00 per week for a 45-hour week. A 
New York office was opened in 1908. In 
1909 Art Ames' brother, Charles, joined 





1902 Was the Year... 


* The first Cadillac, named after a French 
explorer, was completed, sold and sent to 
Buffalo, New York — cost was $750.00 

¢ Marconisent messages across the Atlantic 
by wireless 

¢ British composer, Sir Edward William 
Elgar, wrote the first Pomp and Circum- 
stance march 

¢ The United States estimated population 
was 79,160,000 

¢ Of the introduction of a new wobbly dessert 


And 


dealers. 


the company in the newly established 
Denver office. 


By 1910 Mr. Ames expanded Ames' 
services to include the distribution of 
parts which he purchased and invento- 
ried from virtually the only available 
source of parts, Thorp & Martin of Bos- 
ton, MA. The first 100-page Ames & 
Filstead catalog was printedin 1911 and 
featured over 6,000 items. The 1911 





which was originated by New York's Pearl 
B. Wait whose wife, May, coined the name 


Jell-O 


* Anew concept in self-service eating was 
introduced —- the "Automat" . 

* Gustavus Swift and J.O. Armour opened 
theirhuge National Packing Company plants 
in Chicago 

* J.C. Penney announced the formation of 
nationwide retail clothing outlets that he 
called “chain stores" 


Arthur R. Ames, Sr., whiie working for the Typewriter 
Emporium in Chicago, IL, envisioned a business which 
would fill an urgent need of contemporary typewriter 
dealers, so he began recovering platens for office machine 


full-line catalog listed and illustrated all 
popular makes of available typewriter 
repair parts, platens, supplies, tools and 
accessories. 


Ames became the first worldwide dis- 
tributor and one-source supplier to of- 
fice machine dealers. 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 





Well if you look to the right, you can see 
I’m still trying to get the hang of this damn 
Yost thingy. It had to have been a comedian 
that designed some of these full keyboards, 
with the “mixed-up” letter layout. The more | 
try to learn it---the more confused | get. If 
you've ever typed on one....ya'll know 
exactly what | mean! 

Anyway, | wanted to give a shout-out to all my “peeps.” This truly is a 
special time in the collecting hobby. Not long ago | was talking to a typewriter 
man who was nearing 100 year of age, and this last week | was writing to a 
nice young man of 14 years who is starting a typewriter repair business. 
These many years later....! can’t help wonder....What C.L. Sholes would think 
of all that! 

Listen, most times in this column | talk about me, and what | am thinking 
and doing. It occurs to me that | (we) don’t hear enough from the readership. 
That’s right! I’m talking about YOU! Yes, YOU! 

Can just a few of you write me something for publication, anything?? 

How ‘bout, some machine you found? About a repair that you just did, or have 
been meaning to do? | know! Maybe a little tale about how you became 
attracted to typers? Or maybe you would like to rant about an aspect of the 
hobby that’s all wrong, or all right, for that matter. You can even write and say 
you don’t like me, and that all my articles suck. And guess what? 1’ll print it. 
Ya know why? Just cause it’s my job. To encourage, enlighten, inform, rat out, 
take criticism, and just plain piss people off!!! 

SO COME ON--STUFF MY MAILBOX---| DARE YOU! Typex1@aol.com 
P< So SS SP So SS SS SS SSS SOS SSS <> 


News from Overseas: by Nick Fisher, England 


Spring is sprung, the grass is ris! | wonder where them typers is? 





| thought | would start off with something light-hearted. We have just had 
one of the harshest winters for a long time and it has been bitingly cold. It is 
now getting warmer, and though some 150,000 British people are stranded 
abroad thanks to the volcanic eruption in Iceland, things are improving. An 
Oliver of course would laugh in the face of volcanic dust, just like it did with 
Sahara dust in Africa in the First World War! 


In March an auction catalogue dropped through my front door. | looked 
through the lots and immediately recognized a Salter 10. The carriage was 
missing, and | knew this was one of the ‘bum steers’ that Les Owen had 
bought off eBay. 


With little warning | booked a couple of days off and drove to Congleton in 
Cheshire; a mere 130 miles from here. A lovely stay at a gorgeous hotel and 
good local beer preceded the events of the day. | met a friend of mine, David, 
from Bolton, Lancashire early on the Friday and we inspected the lots. | had 
my eyes on a Postal 5 (without spool mechanism), an Armstrong, a National B 
and Diamant. David had his eyes set on a good Yost 10, with celluloid cover 
over the type-basket, which | have never seen. 


It took two and a half hours to reach our lots. David let me know that Les 
would be attending and sure enough he turned up to see his lots sold. | came 
away with ten machines, including the Postal, Diamant, National B, a Royal 10 
which | could not resist and a Burroughs ‘Electric’. David got his Yost too. A 
telephone bidder won the Armstrong and a rather tatty Pittsburg 12. 


Les is scaling down his collection and has sold the Cottage Hospital where 
he held the Typewriter Convention back in 2003. After the auction he is as 
optimistic and welcoming as ever, despite the oxygen cylinder he has to carry 
on his back in a back-pack. He is obviously in a great deal of discomfort but 
he has such Great Spirit, with that sparkle in his eyes that those who have met 
him know. This is the bloke who introduced me to the wider collecting family, 
and | am so glad he did. | am sure those of you who attended the convention 
in 2003 will join me in wishing Les, Betty and family the very best. | both 
enjoyed the auction and was sobered by Les’s nonchalant stoicism and dignity 
during that couple of days | spent in Cheshire. 


My contact email is nickuraina@aol.com Phone: 44 01793-8237731 
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Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet 


Pssst... Wanna buy a Kosmopolit? 


Last fall, when Richard Polt listed a Kosmopolit on 
eBay, the scammers were watching closely. 

“What IS that thing? It looks like a cross between a 
sewing machine and an egg slicer.” “Yes, but look at 
the typewriter people. They’re going nuts over it. It 
must be worth some big bucks.” 


You all know the rest of the story. The photos were 
swiped from the authentic listing and a non-existent 
Kosmo was sold at least once more time to an 
unsuspecting buyer. And as old and crusty and jaded 
as | am, | nearly fell for the Dog-bone Sun a couple of 
months back (even though | don’t really like 
indexers!) 


So how do you avoid being stung? 


Know the seller. There are plenty of reputable 
people selling on eBay. People like Richard Polt and 
Tony Casillo and Uwe Breker and Travis Hamric. (And 
| apologize to anyone I’ve left out!) 


Investigate the seller’s feedback and find out where 
he is located. Talk with the seller by email. Ask for 
more photos — close-ups, or photos from a different 
angle. If he won’t answer, that’s definitely a red flag. 
Beware of anyone who won’t accept credit card or 
PayPal payments. And for heaven’s sake, don’t ever 
send payments via Western Union. 


Sometimes, you find you simply must part with your 
money. If | saw a zero-feedback seller in a third- 
world country listing a Turri machine, you’d better 
believe I’d bite! But only if the seller agreed to my 
using an escrow service; and eBay has one. I’ve used 
it before. It costs a few extra dollars, but it sure beats 
ending up empty-handed! 


by Lynda Beckler 


Good hunting!!! Things are looking much better than 
the end of 2009. Lots of nice machines and sale 
prices are WAY up! 


wer baywatch...recent eBay auction highlights. 


From the first quarter of 2010. 

All prices have been converted to US dollars and, 
in the case of live auctions, do NOT include the 
auctioneer’s fees. 


6,210 
3,400 
2,770 
2,550 
2,438 
2,025 
1,675 
1,560 
1,526 
1,500 
1,375 
1,325 
1,175 
1,091 
1,075 
1,026 
1,000 
818 
761 
716 
709 
708 
670 
650 
650 
611 
580 


The fake Kosmo, $6,422 
The fake Dog-bone Sun $2,615 
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Rare Blick nameplate from Sweden® 
pelieved to be....Gne of a kind!!11! 








The following discovery was found by, Thomas Fuertig, of Bamberg, Germany and he was kind 
enough to send it into Typex so everyone could see it. 



















Thomas originally sent the information to Rob Blickensderfer in Oregon, and Rob suggested he share it 
with Typex. We thank them both! 


Apparently this is a one-of-kind nameplate on a Blickensderfer No. 5 typewriter. Thomas wrote that it is 
“serial number 16305...and came from a private person of Germany, but it originally must have came from 
Sweden. It has a Swedish keyboard, and Norrkoping is a Swedish town [located] 160 kilometers southwest 
from Stockholm. The person who sold it to me [found it] during a basement cleaning, and could say nothing 
about it.” 


Rob Blickensderfer, our resident Blick “expert” commented that this is an “amazing Blickensderfer 
nameplate”. 

And | am wondering where you acquired that typewriter. | know of no others like that. | have been trying 
to collect all of the Blickensderfer Typewriters with different nameplates and have quite a few. If you have 
any other information on the typewriter, It would be good to hear from you. 


NEWSFLASH ! Ed. Note: As soon as I finished writing this piece, strangely another machine with this same 
style nameplate appeared on USA eBay with serial number #42455 and sold for $417. USD. So much for 
things being one-of-a-kind. Having said that, I believe that most likely these are quite scarce. Che 
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For 103 Years 


From Enx Magazine 


Ames Supply Company---Aims to Please 
By Jamie Hamilton 


Since 1902, Ames Supply Company has been serving the 
office machine industry by supplying dealers with the parts 
and supplies needed in their service departments. 


Ames Products 


Ames offers Customers: An extended selection of cleaners 
and supplies, hand tools (i.e., industry known Ames’ Green 
Handle and Cushion Grip screwdrivers and nutdrivers), toner 


103-Year History 


Originally selling Remington typewriters, Ames Supply 
Company was incorporated in August 1902. Soon after, 
Arthur R. Ames, Sr. discovered that throwing out a used core 
or platen was a waste. So, at night he would apply new 
rubber to them and recycle the part instead. 


From there, Ames developed the practice of recovering 
different types of rollers and also supplying tools and 
cleaning supplies to typewriter technicians. In fact, he may 
have been the first recycler in the business machine 
industry. 


Since its inception, the company has not only grown, it has 
become a family heirloom passed down through the 
generations. Currently, the company’s operating President 
is Ames’ Sr.’s grandaughter’s (Claudia Hildebrant) husband, 
Robert C. (“Bob”) Hildebrant. Their son, Rob Hildebrant 


vacuums and accessories (exclusive U.S. distribution of — (great-grandson of Arthur R. Ames, Sr.) started with the 


Convac toner vacuum and accessories), carts and other shop 
equipment, electronic test equipment, copier parts (OEM 
and aftermarket), laser remanufacturing parts and supplies 
(drums, blades, rollers, toner and developer), and typewriter 
parts. They also offer inkjet and laser cartridges, along with 
ribbons and printwheels. 


With over 6,000 service, copier, imaging, and roller products 
in stock, Ames customers have a variety of products from 
which to choose. And, as a charter member of the Business 
Technology Association (formerly NOMDA), Ames took 
leadership in providing both OEM and aftermarket product 
alternatives. 


There is no minimum order requirement at Ames and drop- 
ships are available, along with quantity price breaks. Orders 
placed before 3:30 CT are shipped same day. Next day and 
second day delivery options are available. 


While shopping online at www.amessupply.com is currently 
available, look forward to a new and improved Ames 
website in July [2007]. 


Customers Receive the Royal Treatment 


“Our customers are like royalty to us,” said Vice President of 
Ames, Robert A. (“Rob”) Hildebrant. “When they need 
something we jump.” Family owned and operated, Ames 
Supply Company aims to please. 


Customer service support is the number one priority at 
Ames. “Long before it was fashionable, Ames recognized the 
value in treating customers as business partners and helping 
them find solutions to their daily operating problems,” said 
Hildebrant. 


And with over 10,000 customers, Ames had perfected the 
art of making customers happy with over 103 years of 
service. Ames’ account representatives maintain a positive 
attitude philosophy. Their knowledgeable staff has long- 
term experience in the industry, with some members who 
have been with the company well over 30 years. 


company in 1988. He has since worked his way up through 
the company to become Vice President. 


Today, Ames Supply Company is located in a 22,000 sq. ft. 
facility in Lisle, Illinois. They also have a 67,000 sq. ft. 
distribution center in another suburb of Chicago. 


They supply many industry specific products for technicians 
spanning the following industries: Third Party Service 
Organizations; Bio-Medical Techonlogy; Banking Equipment 
Repair; Amusement, Coin-Op, and Gaming; Telecom & 
Datacom Installation and Repair; Reprographics; Electronics; 
and Printing Industries. 


Future 


Ames looks forward to the future of continuing to serve 
their current and prospective customers. Since more and 
more customers are coming from the web and enjoy the 
technological advances of online transactions, Ames’ first 
future goal is to re-vamp their website to do just that. “We 
want to make it easy for our customers to do business with 
us,” said Rob Hildebrant. 


While shopping online at www.amessupply.com is currently 
available, look forward to a new and improved Ames 
website in July [2007] where you will be able to access your 
account history, place re-orders, easily track orders and 
access personalized pricing through a login ID. Orders will 
also be processed more efficiently as they will be 
automatically be entered into the business sales and 
accounting systems with the click of a mouse. 


“We are currently making advancements in_ lasers,” 
Hildebrant continued. Numerous newly added items to 


their product offering include OEM and remanufactured 
laser printer toner cartridges and maintenance kits. 


Contact Ames at: www.amessupply.com 
Or Phone: (800) 848-3856 
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TYPEWRITER 
PLATEN SERVICE: 
PARTS—TOOLS 
SUPPLIES 
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Taylor’s Representing Us in London 


Hereafter, the Taylor’s Typewriter Co., Ltd., 5 Great 
New Street, London, E. C. 4, England, will look after the 
parts and platen business of the Ames Supply Co. in that 
territory. Platen grinding equipment, ample rubber £ 
stocks and necessary supplies have been installed, assur- The Wes i 
ing dealers of the highest possible service in parts, : ' 
platens, etc. ' 


The Only ,Real Platen Service 


Our eight service stations established in various parts of 
the world are thoroughly equipped to offer you a real 
typewriter platen service. By means of our special grind- 
ing machines, we actually grind a new platen on the core 
you send us. You get the same core you sent to us, hence 
all unnecessary time and money spent in adjustment of 
substitutes is eliminated. For quick service, ship to the 
nearest service station (listed below). Furthermore, each 
service station carries a complete line of typewriter parts, 
tools and supplies. Write today. 


SERVICE STATIONS: 
507 Mission Street, 1627 Champa Street, 
San Francisco, Cal. Denver, Colorado 


611 Fannin Street, 1A de Capuchinas 32 
Houston, Texas Mexico, D. F. Mexico 


50 Lispenard Street, 5 Great New Street 
New York, N.Y. London, E. C. 4. England 


50 O'Reilly Street, 305 George Street 
Havana, Cuba Sydney, Australia 


AMES SUPPLY COMPANY . 
Randolph St. Chicago, Ill., U.S.A. 
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OLLE TYPEWRITER 


Announcement to the foreign trade 


A remarkable new feature has been added 
to the “MOLLE”. 


Now equipped with from one to five dead 
keys especially adapted to all foreign languages. 


Foreign characters and dead keys do not interfere with standard keyboard. 


Molle Typewriter Company 
Oshkosh, Wis., U. S.A. 
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The New Amfil 
Non=Blooming Platen 


1 ed years ago we offered the dealers a 
platen material which we guaranteed not 
to harden. 


We are now ready to furnish not only a non-hardening 
platen,-but also the AMFIL Non-Blooming Platen, 

‘which will go a long ways toward eliminating paper 
feed difficulties. It grips the paper. 


While the AMFIL platen has 
given good service, there has 
been a glazing feature that 
we have wanted to eliminate. 
Sulphur is the ingredient in 
all rubber compourids that 
blooms and sparkles and will 


the sulphur has also heen the 
cause of glazing and con- 
sequent paper slipping on 
many makes of typewriters. 
The newest AMFIL platen 
ositively does not bloom. 
t has already been sold to 


Red ed RR 


turn the blackest and cheap- 


t dealers who have been quick 
est compound into a new 


to recognize the new feature 
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white rubber. This bloom of as a valuable improvement. eS 

3 ‘ ~ . Py 

es le Bit The house of AMES stands for quality, improvement s 

A ae and service. We are located in four large centets for =| 

Added to convenience and prompt service to the trade. Let us a 

Our Tale serve you. 5 
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: Ames Supply Company = 
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AMES PLATEN mes The Leading Platen on the Market 








For All Makes of Typewriters — 
Domestic and Imported 


THE FIRST CHOICE OF DEALERS SINCE 1902 


AMES Platens are a special combination of materials 
— equipment and craftsmanship to meet the demand 
for the highest standards of quality performance 
from typewriters and office’ machines. 


With Features Most Wanted 
by Dealers and Their Customers 


EASIER ALIGNMENT MINIMUM PAPER MARKING PERFECT IMPRESSIONS 


DESIRED MANIFOLDING BETTER APPEARANCE 






MINIMUM GLOSSING SUPERIOR WEAR 

_ IMPROVED TYPE ACTION 
MINIMUM NOISE : IMPROVED PAPER GRIP 
LONGER RIBBON WEAR 
RESISTANCE TO PITTING 


RESISTANCE TO TEMPERATURE 
CHANGE & HUMIDITY 


MINIMUM EMBOSSING 


All of the fine qualities observed in the installa- 
tion of a new GALAXIE PLATEN will remain 
for the life of the platen. Customers will re- 
ceive satisfaction longer from your overhaul 
or repair job, or periodic platen installation. 




















"UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
cuse, N. Y., a corporation of New York = 
Application January 31, 1988, ‘Serial No. 187,811 


Jan. 30, 1940. C. F. BROWN 2,188,385 
TYPEWRITING MACHINE KEY , ; 
Filed Jan: 31, 1938 





ATTORNEYS 


Above: This is a really neat patent for all of us to see. We are all familiar with those really great 


and cool key card letters and numbers that appear on all of those 1930s Smith-Corona portables. 


Well here you can see the origin of this great artwork, and its inventor, Carleton F. Brown. 
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Calling All Newbies! 


By John Payton 





Back in the ‘60s, | was all about drugs, sex, 
and rock n’ roll. Now, however, I’m in my 

60s and things are greatly changed. Now it’s 
mostly about learning and appreciating. 
























So, this issue I’m going to think about where 
a beautiful (or even a very simple) typewriter 
can take us. For me, I’m always surprised 
by the journeys they send me on. 


When | added this Emerson to my 
collection, | found myself thinking about 
churches and church organs, about how 
times can influence design and function. As 


| was looking at cathedrals and their organs, The elegant sweeping curves are supported 


by sturdy, gilt legs. To me, the similarities 
are remarkable. For further comparison, 
look online for the 1898 Lalique Dragon Fly 
pin, the beautiful 1900 Gaillard cabinet, and 
the Marjorelle butterfly desk. 





EMERSON 


It seems to me that Oe Del 
the Emerson might a, 
have been influenced 
by Art Nouveau. The aR pean 
possible influence of | jijuuum 
church architecture 
seems to play a role 
as well. 




















| found the Olivers nudging me to include 
them. I’m sure many more will come to me 
as | write this. Perhaps the New Crandall, 
the Rooy, and the Hermes Baby. Yes, | 
think these five will be good examples. Oh, 
and the Odell as well! Perhaps some of 
these will be in the next issue of TYPEX. 
First let's see where the Emerson has taken 
me. 


The Emerson was made in 1907, perhaps 
three quarters through the Art Nouveau 
period. As | was looking at it, | saw similarity 
to the Majorelle desk, shown at right above. 








To be continued in the next issue—stay @ 
tuned. 


Mii sr py 
eT hd > , 
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More typewriter blogs. 
This one can be found at: 
http://www.sustainlane.com/reviews/old-portable-typewriters/ZTYJVD71ZC4VYDOUF9R4P8NBDLRU 


Old Portable TypeWriters Posted on July 28, 2008 


i 
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by Cris Bisch The Gift of Type 


Tap, tap, plunk, plunk, tap...those of you that remember typing reports and letters on a manual type-writer, and using "white- 
out" to fix mistakes will remember the sounds, the smells and the tactile feelings of handling the inked ribbon, rolling the 
paper, throwing the carriage to begin the next line, and punching those often sticky keys with all the muscle your fingers can 
muster...and, of course, the need for patience. Just as many of us have lost the art of a handwritten letter, most of us have 
long abandoned the rudimentary skill of tapping out what we now consider to be a primitive word document, like driving a 
Model-A. Some of the keys leave a strong impression while others are irregular and faint...not so much a flaw as it is 
character, not so much imperfection as it is special. Each type-writer has its own signature, if you will. In the past, crimes 
were solved with the help of an identifying characteristic of a specific type-writer. 


I'd been looking for some time for a small, manual type-writer...1 finally came across one in an antique store, a Royal "Touch 
Control" neatly latched into its hard-shell travel case. I'm looking forward to giving the ‘gift of type’ once again.... There was a 
young girl in Bend, about four years ago, who took her portable typewriter to public places, like a plaza or park, and would 
type out messages or notes for people as they passed by, just because she could. | read about some college girls, 
daughters of secretaries, who started their own typing pool using manual type-writers like their mother's used in their earliest 
days of office employment. 


Perhaps this review will inspire you to rescue a languishing type-writer somewhere, so you can give the gift of type...I've 
found lots of internet sites to shop for retro-ribbons. 


Reviews 


5 Stars April 14, 2008 


enna. 
378 reviews 
Send Message | Add to Friends 


Give me that old fashioned cloth ribbon... 


| adore my old Smith Corona typewriter -- bequeathed to me by my stepdad. It's a real vintage early 60s model latched into a 
hard case. It has a distinct typewriter-ly smell -- | found one just like it at the Alameda Antique Market a few weeks ago and 
that one smelled the same way! 


Continued on next page. 910 











Continued from page 910: 


There's something very satisfying about using a totally manual typewriter -- it's going to work when the power is out and 
there is no back-up. If you want a copy, you need to use a carbon sheet (and you can re-use those several times, btw). 


| brought my typewriter home on an airplane, several years ago, and people kept asking me "What is that?" When | said "It's 
an old fashioned laptop" - several people just shrugged and took it for granted. One person looked at it in the opened case 
and said "But where is the monitor?" The security people actually asked if | could plug it in. Ha! 


Baffle,amuse and entertain -- find a gorgeous old manual typewriter and give it a new home and new life. 
Jenn's keywords: manual typewriter office equipment typing 


Comments 





3/20/2009 9:37 pm 
Susan S. says: 


| learned to type on an old manual typewriter (a long time ago!), and to this day | still tend to hit the keys of the keyboard 
hard, because you had to really press down on those old manual keys! | have an antique German typewriter that I'd love to 
find a ribbon for, and you've given me a great place to start looking - Thanks! 





3/20/2009 10:34 pm 
Ken O. says: 


| picked one up a couple months ago and have enjoyed using it, although I'm currently following other pursuits. There's a 
poem guy here in Oakland who shows up at mass events, like Mr. 12 Galaxies (i just spotted a 12g TSHIRT at ikea today-so 
hipster!) and he types poems for people for donations. | first met him at the temescal street fair in summer of 06 or 07, v 
cool. | keep seeing him around, and it inspired me to pick up mine. | haven't written poems for strangers yet though. 


It's very sustainable, relative to computers - no energy used other than a little paper and ribbon. | need a new ribbon, but 
otherwise i'm all set! It was $20-30 at a used stuff store in berkeley. | also have a boxed royal. 





Shelly B. says: 


| just got my 1957 Silent Super S-C and love it! | do use a computer, as you can see, but | like the way the manual slows me 
down, makes me think more economically about my words, and rewards me with a little bell at the end of each line (ding!). | 
plan to take "Sandy" (it is the color of sand) with me camping and to my developing world research where electricity is not 
always flowing. | did a lot of research on this one, but | knew | wanted a quality machine that was working and easy on the 
eyes. Here's his picture and the source, which proved very reliable: http://www.tias.com/13486/PictPage/3923590805. htm! 
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REPAIR TIP, from Deek, via: 


[TypeSwap] Re: [PROBLEM] Olympia SF ribbon 
cover grommet needed 


From: 
Daniel <dkoepke49@yahoo.com 
Add to: To Do, Calendar 
To: 
TypeSwap@yahoogroups.com 
Date: 
Wed, Mar 3, 2010 11:09 am 


[PROBLEM] 


--- In TypeSwap@yahoogroups.com, 
TypeSwap-owner@yahoogroups.com wrote: 


Daniel wrote:— 


Hi Deek, 


You'll probably have better luck finding a new 
grommet / washer at a large hardware store. 
The rubber originally used to hold down ribbon 
cover on the Olympia SF has probably 
hardened, which is likely the reason some of 
these machines are missing their ribbon covers. 
If you or anyone here can find a replacement, 
please post the details. 


Good luck! 
[SOLUTION] 


| did some measuring, and some searching, and 
have some information. 


Since | was only missing one of these, | really 
didn't have any problems with my cover falling 
off in the case, but | still wanted to see what | 
could find. 


| measured the existing grommet (it is white, 
hard rubber) and found that the OD (outside 
diameter) was 5/8" and the ID (inside diameter) 
was 1/4". | measured the hole the grommet 
would fit into and it measured 3/8" (which | later 
found to be called the "groove diameter’). 


| found a 5/8" OD 3/8" ID at Lowes. | took it 
home and it fit great, but | neglected to 
remember that the ID needed to be 1/4". When | 
put the cover on, | noticed the "peg" that goes 





into the grommet (which is just over a 1/4") didn't 
touch the grommet at all. Without that friction 
holding onto the peg, it didn't improve anything. 





Photo: from Machines of Loving Grace website. 


So, | called around and a local hardware store 
had a 9/16" OD 1/4" ID (31 cents apiece, so | 
got two). The OD doesn't really matter as much. 
It needs to be more than 3/8" so it doesn't fall 
through the hole, so 9/16" was fine. 


| popped that in there and the peg pushed 
through the grommet and held tightly. Now, it 
wasn't as tight as the original (| was considering 
replacing that one with a new grommet, but 
decided against it as it was in good shape and 
held the cover really tight), but it worked and I'd 
imagine that if two of those was all | had, they 
would be sufficient. 


Now, | did notice that my groove diameter was a 
little less than 3/8", probably 5/16", because the 
grommet does have a little bit of movement. 


So, if you are missing one of these, the best 
dimensions for a grommet are going to be 5/8" 
OD 1/4" ID with a 3/8" Groove Diameter. The 
grommets that | found were all a bit softer rubber 
than the original and with that being the case, if 
you could find a 3/16" ID, it would hold that 
cover a bit tighter. Also, the OD could be a little 
bigger or smaller than 5/8", as it really doesn't 
affect anything and the Groove Diameter would 
work if it was a little smaller, but it would be 
loose. 


| now know more than | ever did about 
grommets, so hopefully this is beneficial. If 
anyone finds better fitting grommet, let me know. 


Deek 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
Jett Morton, WV 
Robert Nelson, CA 
<><>< ><> <>< ><> co coco coco coco > 





It’s easy to do 
your Christmas Shopping 


Just drop in on your nearest Remington dealer 
for five pleasant demonstration minutes. Or sim- 
ply ’phone him and he comes to your home at 
your convenience. Or—clip the coupon and get the 
information by mail. You shop in your own home. 


AND WHAT A GIFT IT IS! Your whole family 
is bound closer together by something each can 
use, Even those in far away places will be nearer 
because you'll write more often. 


Remette 
$2975 atl 


INCLUDING 
CASE 

















FOR THE FIRST TIME AT 
SUCH A LOW PRICE... 


A real Remington— 
a gift you'll be proud 
to give your family. 
For so little money 
you now get a com- 
lete, 84 character, 
our-row standard 


Remington 
Deluxe 
Noiseless 
Portable 


Everyone is 
amazed at the 
silent speed of 
this marvelous Noise- 
less Portable. You can work 
while others sleep—or travel while 

you work, without the slightest disturbance to anyone. 
It’s easy to give a Remington this Xmas. (8 models 
to choose from.) You can pay as little as 10¢ a day. 


I Remington Rand Inc., Buffalo, N.Y. Dept. 285-12 I 


Tell me, without obligation, how to get a new Remington 
; Portable for as little as 10¢ a day. 0) Send catalog. — 


I Address 





keyboard machine. - 








MEETINGS UPDATE: 


Greetings everyone! The snow is gone and the spring flowers are 
blooming. It’s time for us to crawl out of our winter caves and get out 
to a typewriter meeting. Fortunately along with the spring flowers 
there are also possibilities of meetings blooming here and there. I say 
possibilities because without all of the collectors and enthusiasts 
attending a meeting can’t happen. So we implore you to read on and 
take part. 


Last year we had several memorable and productive meetings 
materialize. I would wager that you wouldn’t find one person who 
attended that would say that they didn’t have a great time. I would 
also bet that from all of the people who until then had never attended 
a meeting all are eagerly awaiting the next opportunity to attend 
another. 


Most of us do not need to think twice when we hear the names 
Richard Polt or Lin Lewis. Graciously, both Lin and Richard are 
thinking about hosting a meeting this year. Both are “pillars” of the 
typewriter community and the great opportunity to get to view their 
collections and to spend some time with them in person is just that, a 
great opportunity. 


Richard lives in Cincinnati Ohio and this should be a great location 
for many of us to make the drive very easily. The meeting is 
scheduled for June 19 and 20th -----------Tentative ideas include: 


Silent auction 

Show & tell about machines you've brought 

See my collection (at home and office) 

Free copies of ETCetera 

Dinner at local German restaurant 

Sunday morning trip to Burlington Antique Show: 
http://www.cincinnatiusa.com/Calendar/event.asp?ProdId-11794 





If you think you'll come, please send me an e-mail 
(Polt@xavier.edu) by the beginning > of June so I can make plans. Let 
me know whether you'd be available > Saturday, Sunday, or both 
days. 


Lin lives in South Carolina (near Charleston) and this should be a 
good meeting point for northern and southern collectors to meet. 


Lin is thinking of offering her collection up for sale in the late fall of 
this year. (If interested in attending the meeting you can contact her 
at: typewriterlin@yahoo.com 


Aside from thinking about hosting a meeting, Lin has offered a Moon 
Hopkins as a door prize! Everyone be sure to bring a vehicle large 
enough to haul this wonderful prize in case you win. 


There are also other meetings in the works for Texas (John Payton) 
and Connecticut (Carl Strange). 


More information on these and other meetings will be posted 
regularly on the TYPEWRITERS group and The Portable Typewriter 
Forum as well as the Typex and ETCetera newsletters. You can also 
contact either myself at travis@tttypewriters.com or Mike Brown at 


typex | (@aol.com . 





The MOST IMPORTANT information we can have for these 
meetings is yours. The more people we hear from the better these 
meetings will be. Please contact us, NOW! 


If you think you may be interested in hosting a meeting that would be 
great too. Again, please feel free to contact Mike or Myself with your 
contact info like phone number etc. and we will go from there. Hope 
to see you there! 
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Front row: Herman Price, Peter Weil, Amelia Polt, Maddie Parra, Jett Morton, Sue Morton, Felicia Alexander, and Mary Rice. 
Middle row: Travis Hamric, Gabe Burbano, William Lawson, Jerry Lee Atwood, and Jack Knarr. 


Back row: Richard Polt (host), Dennis Morton, Will Davis, Alan Seaver, and Mike Brown. (Photo credit to Herman Price.) 
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Happy hot dry summer to all! Hey! It’s all 
about the meetings... AGAIN! 

| can’t say much more about how fun 
these collector meetings are, so | have 
decided to let the pictures tell a thousand 
words, and have included the comments from 
the attendees so you can see and hear for 
yourself! 

The best advice | can offer is keep checking with the postings, and make the 
time and effort to get out to the next one. 

According to all the folks | have mingled with... YOU WON'T BE DISAPOINTED! 
Thanks again to all my Typex helpers for making this newsletter better & better! 


SPS PSPS SPS SoS SoC So SoS So SSO So SOS OOS 


News from Overseas: by Nick Fisher, England 


‘Objects that for reasons one could never know had outlived their former owners and 
survived the process of destruction, so that | could now see my own shadow image 
barely perceptible among them’. This is a line from ‘Austerlitz’ by W.G. Sebald, 
which resonated with my feeling about typewriters. 





| was recently given a toy typewriter, a ‘Petite’ of no great merit, but inside it was a 
letter. 


Joan Brinkley, 39 Abbot Road, Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk 


My typing has improved while | have been working in Hereford. This 
typewriter doesn’t work like a proper one. 


| must learn to type properly before | go to Colchester. | cannot type with 
two hands or without looking at the keys. 


| don’t make as many mistakes as | used to. 
The writer has also typed labels as if for a pharmacy prescription. & 


Tab. Penicillin V 250mg. 
One to be taken four times daily, half an hour before food 
Mrs. J. Smith 6-9-77. 


There are also copies for prescriptions of FRUSEMIDE 40mg. and SLOW.K 600mg. 


Will we ever know what became of our budding typist and what became of her once 
she got to Colchester? Probably not, but the presence of the letter gives us a 
glimpse of a moment of time, the repeated date is 6 September 1977, when | would 
have just started back at school for my last year, 33 years ago. It was Queen 
Elizabeth's Silver Jubilee and | was given a specially minted ‘crown’, (twenty five 
pence today), which | popped into my Swift Record, where it has remained ever 
since, to be found by someone in another 33 years perhaps? 


| also have a Wellington bought in Salisbury, ‘Given to Johnny Xmas 1940’ 
impressed in pencil under the base board. Was Johnny a hopeful young journalist 
perhaps? He would have had plenty to write about at the time, as Britain stood 
alone in Europe fighting against the seemingly overwhelming power of Nazi 
Germany. My father, then eight, watched dog fights over the fields of rural Essex at 
this time whilst my grandfather, a veteran of the Great War, donned the uniform of a 
Sergeant in the Home Guard. 
Finally | have a little typed note in my Continental standard: OCHER 
PRENTE 
ORDEN 
1980 


| found this, along with a 10 Pfennig coin, minted in 1977. Quite what the note 
means | do not know, but | guess it was written by someone who understood the 
durability of the typewriter and the likelihood that someone would find it, ‘a letter in a 


bottle’, years later. We collect not just typewriters but stories too. 


My contact email is nickuraina@aol.com Phone: 44 01793-8237731 
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Online 


Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet 


by Lynda Beckler 





A Special Corona Special on 
eBay..... 


Some months ago, I was contacted by a young 
man who was cataloging an odd collection of stuff 
for an exhibit at the Spertus Museum in Chicago. 
One of the items was a Hebrew-keyboard 
typewriter and he wanted some background 
information on it and an indication of its value. 
After a few back-and-forth emails he finally 
agreed to send me a photo. (This is better than 
spending days on end playing the serial number 
guessing game.) 


It turned out to be a Corona 3 Special, and the 
keyboard was Yiddish, not Hebrew. It had 
significant wear, paint loss on the frame, lots of 
schmutz on what should have been glossy 
surfaces, and several of the key top legends had 
rotated to one side or the other (how DOES that 
happen??) In short, the little machine had been 
beaten half to death. It also turned out the young 
man was seriously bonding with this typewriter. I 
would need to play-down its condition and the 
lack of provenance and find a gentler way to tell 
him it was worth next to nothing. 


I gave him the year of manufacture (1934), over 
half-way through Corona’s production run, 
explained the difference between the Corona 
Special and the older Corona 3, and showed him 
how to differentiate the much more common 
Yiddish from Hebrew. (For those who need to 
know, you cannot correctly spell “Oy, vey!” on a 
Hebrew typewriter. It requires the “double vav” 
character which exists only in Yiddish.) So, the 
poor boy-chick slunk away with plenty of 
information for his catalogue, but with shattered 
dreams of having stumbled upon a true rarity. 


So where am I going with all this? 


The real megillah appeared on eBay during the 
last week of June. A Corona 3 Special with a 
Hebrew keyboard. I emailed the seller, asked for 
the serial number and told him where he would be 
likely to find it. Sadly, there was a typewriter 
dealer’s decal stuck tight right on that spot © 


I also asked for better photos (the original listing 
had very grainy images) and he did add two 
slightly better pictures. 


So, did I get it? Nope. Not even June Cleaver 
would go above $750 for a Corona 3. At least it 
didn’t fall into the hands of a key chopper © 


reer baywatch...recent eBay auction 
highlights. 


From the second quarter of 2010. 

All prices have been converted to US 
dollars and, in the case of live auctions, do 
NOT include the auctioneer’s fees. 







Genia (Mignon name variant) 32 tae. 

bids! 

760 
750 
743 
723 
700 
618 
535 
476 


Diamant 308 
Sun Standard 25 bids! 308 
Lambert type ring 260 
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Midwest Type fest 2010 


Zinncinati in the Zummer 
Hosted by Richard Polt, ETC Editor 


June 18-20", 2010 


THE FOLLOWING ARE DESCRIPTIVE ACCOUNTS 
WRITTEN BY THE VARIOUS ATTENDEES. 
DATELINE: CINCINNATI, OHIO 






| WENT TO RICHARD POLT'S Mid-West Type fest 
2010 and here is what happened: 


I just wanted to say what a grand time I had 
with all of you this weekend; I not only 
reinforced old friendships but made some new 
ones and I really think that in addition to 
everything mechanical, historical and 
hysterical that went on, what happened for me 
was reinvigorating. 


Luckily, the planet didn't explode, as one 
person predicted, and my sauerkraut balls 
turned out just fine. 


I saw many great things (not just machines) 
and heard many great stories (not just about 
typewriters) and really got all of that often 
undescribed, unappreciated, human element 
that makes this hobby singularly spectacular. 


-Will Davis 
PS: Things we learned together this weekend. 


1. Marty doesn't like Mark Kronquist. 
You can approach ten-finger speed with 


3. GPS is not by any means infallible. 
4. Marty doesn't like Bill Gates. 

5. If we need to put Herman in time out, 
take the legos. 

6. Jett may end up employing, 
all of us. He's that smart. 
7. People really still don't believe there 
are... US. 

8. Marty doesn't like his office, 
Or copy room. 

9. Typewriters are more and more often NOT 
at antique shows. 

10. We won't top this one for a long time. 
FHFFAFETHFFFFFAL FFF +E +++ +++ ++tt+tttttttttttet 


or enslaving, 


or desk. 





Above: A table full of everything from a Chrome IBM to 
two Lego typewriters, to a rare Fitch, an orange “racing” 
Monarch portable and even a Vari-Typer. WOW! 








Amen! 


Thanks to all for coming, and I hope we can repeat this kind of thing 


soon, somewhere. 


There were a few things left behind -- speak up if they belong to 
is & 


-- A couple of ETCeteras, Jett's print (which is fantastic!), Royal 
brochures, and ETC postcard & magnet, left next to the couch in the 
living room 


-- Royal brochures & copy of typing text left on dining table 
-- Large tan plastic Rubbermaid tub 
-- Subzero bag (Jerry?) 

And now to work on creating a chrome-plated cursive Lego typewriter 
with USB port. 

Richard Polt 

PS: Robert Messenger, in Australia, sent us some wish-I-could-be- 


there greetings and the attached picture of a custom creation of his 
own, made for a friend who's a big Hello Kitty fan ... 





FHTFEFLTEPTFTFEFTFT FL ET EFT HEE ET HET ETH ttt tt ttt 


Additional things that (Alan Seaver) learned: 


- Although Cincinnati is close enough to the South to 
have Bob Evans restaurants and biscuits-n-gravy 
breakfast at the hotel, it is not far enough south to have 
sweet tea. 

- The Justice League is located in Cincinnati. (And the 
Byron Mark 1 typewriter bears a suspicious 
resemblance to the Legion of Doom.) 

- Richard's office is much, much larger than my own. 

- You can give Herman a random latitude/longitude 
coordinate, and he will describe the geography in 
perfect detail. 

- Three flights is a long way to carry a Monroe MA-6- 
173 adding machine. 

- Marty doesn't even like Life cereal. 

- You can load a Mustang with 1/6 of a ton of office 
machinery and drive it 640 miles at 80mph and still get 
over 25 mpg. (Note to Gabe: neener.) 

- If you think you've seen everything, you ain't 

- Typewriter folk are hands-down the nicest, most 
generous people anyone will ever meet. 


FEFEEEEEEEEEEEFEEEEEFEF EFF FEE ETE E EEE EEE EET 
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Guess I learned how much of an ... "A-hem" ... impression, I 
made on everyone (at least on Will and Alan)! But, Alan, 
where do you get the idea that I don't like life cereal?? I don't 
think I mentioned it once during the whole meeting, unlike 
other things that I'll let rest, now and forever. 


It was, needless to say, a blast to meet "y'uns" and your type 
writers! And I'm hoping we all made it safely home. To me, 
it's amazing that I had brunch in Kentucky and went to bed in 
Pennsylvania, four states later. 


Richard, many, many thanks! 


Yours, Marty Rice 


FEEEEEEEE FE EFF EFF EFEFEEF EEE EE FETE EEE E+ EF 





Above: A scarce ABC portable and on the left is a 


“Presentation” portable that I had never seen before. 


What a meeting! Thanks to Richard for his generous 
hospitality, planning, chef-ing (the pancakes were so light 
they lifted his three-story house off the ground with all of us in 
it!), and his wondrous collection to awe and educate each of 
us. | have been collecting about 15 years, and | discovered 
for the first time in Richard's collection and the show and tells 
far more than | ever thought | knew about both typewriters 
and the folks who collect them. Fun is defined many ways, but 
you have not really lived typewriters until you have seen a 
standing Jett Morton banging away in a typing contest that 
““requires*** capitals and small letters with no space bar 
cover--and doing so with more success than most of us can 
muster with a complete machine. Ok, you probably had to be 
there. Well, see you there next time! 


Peter Weil 


FHEFEEEEEEEFFEFE EE EEEFEEFEFEFEFEE EEE E+ EEF 





Above: Two more Richard Polt oddities: On left a Groma 
Gromina with red keyboard and on the left is a Hilton 
portable. 








I too had a wonderful time, despite only being able to attend 
Saturday's events. It was really great to meet everyone in 
person after so many years of discussing typewriters on the 
Yahoo Typewriter Group as well as following your blogs and 
websites. I especially enjoyed watching the typing 
competition and hearing the cacophony of typewriter clicks, 
clacks & dings. And I was so inspired by Richard's amazing 
custom painted Olympias that I have already taken off all of 
the covers from a 30's era Royal portable and have them 
primed and ready to paint! I will be sure to pass along photos 
of my custom paint job when it is finished! Can't wait to meet 
up again sometime in the future for another enjoyable day of 
discussing typewriters! 


-Jerry Lee Atwood 


fo peep pep peep ete tte tate 


Hi Everyone! I just wanted to say I had a great time. I 
learned what everybody else did. And I learned that coming 
home with four times as many typewriters than I came with 
means the typewriter meeting was what it was. I really am 
looking forward to the next one. Best Wishes, Jett Morton 
FEAFEEEEE EEE EE FEEFEEEEEEFEEEEFEFE EPP E ++ ++ E+ 
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Above: Richard Polt's candy apple" Twolympia” creation. It's 
an Sm9 in the body of an Sm3, then painted with 
automotive paint. This was a crowd favorite! 


On 21 June 2010 19:18, <typex1@aol.com> wrote: 
Hi all, 

Sorry for being slow with my contribution, but I'm 
just now recovering from ‘highway hypnosis." 
After all, | was in a car with Jack (Knarr) for a total of 
26hrs. Hope everyone made it home safe. 

Thanks to all for another really FUN TIME. 
Especially to Richard Polt for making it happen. 
What | learned this time was: 
Maddie likes to be "fashionably late" + has a lead foot. 
Marty is a fan favorite! 
Peter Weil always knows a LOT about EVERYTHING! 
Jett is way ahead of his years and is a really great 
addition to this group.He has a great Dad named 
Dennis (wish he was my Dad!) 
William Lawson has a lot of artistic talent. 
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Herman likes to kid around almost as much as | do? 
You can always count on Travis! 

Devin and his lovely wife, fit right in ---- 

Gabe, Mom and the little one, are as good as gold! 
And if anything goes wrong at the meeting we were 
going to Sue Jett's Mom! (an inside joke). 

In addition to rounding up rare typewriters, Richard is a 
mean bar-b-que chef! 

And his daughter Amelia is cute when she is"practicing" 
how to put on make-up, the way her Mom taught her! 
Jack walks very slowly and carries a big stick. 

Jerry Lee has a bigger collection than anyone knew. 
Will knows just as much in person as he does online! 
Alan is just as nice in person as he is online, and likes 
to walk barefoot in the park. 

The cat wasn't happy that we were invading his 
‘typewriter space? 

It gets hot in Cincinnati in the summer! 

Grown men and boys play with Lego’s.... 

Hope | did not forget anyone--- 

Best wishes, Mike Brown 
FEEELEEEEEEEE EEE EEE EEE TELE EEFEEE EE EEE EET 


Hi All, 

Well I finally am able to put my two cents in about my 
experiences at this weekend’s meeting. We arrived home this 
morning at about 1:30 AM. I picked up the Underwood 
Champion Army 26" Carriage machine and it’s really nice. Just 
needs to be cleaned up and I will be able to start a 
newspaper! We dillydallied most of the day Sunday that's why 
we were so late. Then I woke up at 5:00 AM for work. Luckily 
I was able to nap for an hour between jobs. 

So I was amazed at the lengths people travelled for this 
meeting besides me. It was great to see the commitment to 
the hobby. I myself loved the show and tell and the stories. I 
wish Ryan was better behaved so that Kristi and he could 
experience what I did. I am sure that they would have 
enjoyed it. I enjoyed talking to everyone but was 
disappointed I did not have more time. 


So going with the theme what I learned this weekend! 


- I have trouble making these events on time! 
- Herman has way to much extra time, but he should be 
commended on the incredibly detailed machines he has 
created! And I cannot wait to see the next ones. 
- Jett's parents need to market a child/parent training plan! 
- Lets see if Richard's new Pimped typewriters will start a 
trend in newly colored typewriters on EBay! 
- I need to learn how to operate my Braille typewriter. 
- I really liked typing on an SG-1. 
- The silent auction is really a great Sale. You need two 
bidders for an auction! But where else could you get a 
Hermes Rocket for 10 bucks! Thank You Travis. 
- I hope to recruit others from the forums to attend or host 
meetings 

That's it for now! I will now quietly fade into the 
background until the next meeting! Dinner was also really 
good! Gabe Burbano 
FEFALEFAEEEFE FEET EEEEPEPEFEF EEE PEEP EF E+ 





Hi Everyone, 


And of course | am late with this email! | really hada 
wonderful time (as expected) and it was such a great 
way to spend my 30th birthday. Thank you to Richard 
for hosting this and to everyone for making it out and 
contributing. Although the drive was exhausting (not to 
mention almost getting a speeding ticket) it was all 
worth it. | thoroughly enjoyed seeing all of the 
machines and hanging out with all of you. Plus | got to 
meet new folks and put faces to the names | so often 
see on the yahoo groups. As always, | can't wait until 
the next one! Maddie Para 


FEEEEALEFEE EEF EFEFEEEEEAFE TEEPE EEE ETE EEE ET 


Upon walking in to Richard's house my friend and 
fellow collector William Lawson discovered a custom 
painted Remington Office Riter with which to type our 
names on the provided labels. After typing my name and 
placing the label on my shirt I introduced myself to the other 
collectors in attendance. I was thrilled to finally be able to 
put a face to so many names that I have seen for years in 
various blogs, websites and online discussion groups. 


The show and tell portion of the afternoon was very 
informative and interesting. Richard's Fitch was a sight to 
behold and his Granville Automatic was equally fascinating. 
Jett and Herman's Lego typewriters were amazing. Even 
more amazing were the photos and Jett's description of his 
functional work in progress index Lego typewriter that is as 
long as a dinner table. I felt that I was in the presence of true 
genius! Gabriel's tale of the frustration of having his National 
repaired was very funny. Martin Rice's stories and 
enthusiasm were exactly what gets me excited about 
collecting typewriters. 


Next came the typing competition. Employing the hunt 
& peck method, I opted to not participate. About ten people 
competed and the sound of clacks & dings was music to my 
ears. Perhaps next time I will record the sound. Richard 
easily won, with Martin not too far behind. Everyone was 
impressed with Jett's determination, after losing his space 
bar. Also impressive was Jack's use of only one finger! 


Shortly after the typing contest, the silent auction 
wrapped up with collectors anxiously placing their final bids 
on the great assortment of machines that everyone had 
brought. I won a very ungainly Varityper that I had my eye 
on. Everyone seemed very pleased with their new machines. 


This was a very memorable day and I look forward to 
the next time I can meet up with my collecting friends! 


-Jerry Lee Atwood 


AGRIC IRE ST gUG TR SER Re oC cL Oe a 
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Oh, goodness, I didn’t realize there was a requirement to 
report the things we learned! 


4, ... Jett Mortons ingenious marketing plan for fully 
functional Lego typewriter kits. 





Well, in that case, I learned: 

1) Richard is a terrific host, even if when you first 
meet him you blurt out something about his height, 
or the fact that he sounds exactly like Jeff Bridges. 
He also cooks a mean chicken leg, and can 
absolutely fly on a typewriter. 

2) Typewriter collectors are very skilled and natural 
hecklers. 

3) Typewriter collectors are also generally very 
friendly and nice and generous, when they’re not 
heckling; but even their heckling is somehow polite. 

4) Ifyou happen to haul your shoddily-repainted 
Smith Corona Secretarial Eighty-Eight to one of 
these events, don’t bother carrying that hernia- 
inducing sucker out of the van, because you will not 
want to be seen with it after you take a look at 
Richard’s or Alan’s beautifully altered machines. 

5) I want to get my application in early to have my 
eight-year-old son be Jett’s apprentice. That kid is 
scary-smart, talented, and just generally awesome. 

6) Youreally have to be on your toes when you talk 
to certain typewriter folks 
(*cough* Will*Davis*cough*) because the speed of 
their train of thought is way different when you’re 
reading their forum posts than when you’re talking 
with them face-to-face. Better bring your mental A- 
game. 


My wife and I both had a great time, and it was nice to meet 
some of you whose names I’ve come across over the past 
several years. 


-Devin Thompson 


FEFAEEEEEFEEEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEEFE EEE EHH HEF 


Hi Everyone, 


I just wanted to thank Richard for being such a wonderful 
host and doing an incredible job of organizing and executing 
the meeting. Thank you to all of those who took planes, trains 
and automobiles all manner of distances to attend. It couldn’t 
have been the success it was without you. It was great to see 
the familiar faces that I now consider friends and also all of 
the new ones that I can already consider the same. 


Now any of you who know me understands me learning 
anything is a rare occasion but if I learned anything at the 
meeting this would be it: 


1. Gabe has a really cool Hummer that he is willing to drive 
over bushes, boulders, small buildings and most importantly 
long distances to get to a meeting. 

2. Maddie has a really cool Mini Cooper that she could 
literally drive under Gabes Hummer but she has a hard time 
driving it under the speed limit. 

3. Herman will undoubtedly be the founder of L.A. (Legos 
Anonymous) and will have a steady flow of members due 
to... 





5. Marty Rice has a vast array of knowledge but the one thing 
he doesn’t know is people heckle him because they like him. 
(It wouldn’t be the same without ya Marty!!!) 

6. If Peter Weil learns one more thing his head will explode. 
7. Alan Seaver was definitely the most stylish person there 
dawning the fedora while cruising his bright yellow Mustang. 
He just couldn’t find a pair of shoes he liked. ;) 

8. After a liter of Warsteiner Dunkel I will tell you anything 
you want to know. 

9. Devin Thompson and wife travel via worm holes. Did 
anyone see them arrive or leave? Stick around a little next 
time Devin! We would all love to get to know you better and 
Mike Brown is the only one who bites. 

10. When working out a deal to purchase a rare machine 
make sure it is decided who is taking it home so it doesn’t get 
left sitting in a corner somewhere. (Wink wink, inside joke) 
11. Jack Knarr likes it on the other side of the street and he’s 
not afraid to say it. 

12. I had a great time and I am looking forward to the next 
meeting. 


Until next time, Travis Hamric 


RE TEESE ttt ttt ttt ttt ttt tt tt 
Well, I guess I should chime in! I learned ... 


1. The day of index typewriter inventing isn't over yet (thanks 
to Lego and Jett). 

2. Minnesota wild rice makes bratwurst even tastier. 

3. If you dipped a dead cat in chrome, I'd probably want it. 
4. Typewriter collectors are like Hell's Angels: they both like 
personalized jackets. 

5. The current value of an Olivetti Linea 98 is about 12¢ / Ib. 
6. I don't care for sauerbraten, but do care for Schwarz bier. 
7. If you want to baffle Herman, just mention predicate 
calculus. 

8. If you want to baffle me, just mention taxation. 

9. Brunch is boetta with goetta. 

10. Time flies when you're talking typewriters. 


Thanks to you all for coming!! Richard Polt 
FEEEEEEEEP EFF EEEEEEE EEE FEE EEE PEPE EEE ETE EET 


Below: Herman Price’s two Lego typewriters. A Remington 
blindwriter and a Travis. Inspired by Jett Morton. 





MIDWEST TYPEFEST PHOTO GALLERY 


2 5 
, T his column from the top: Richard Polt holds “class” on Sunday at his 
This column from top: Alan Seaver, showing his Parnelli Jones K 
; 3 : i college office. Scene from the Mecklenburg Gardens German restaurant. 
custom painted Monarch typewriter. Richard Polt’s two custom h e h in 6 i 
painted Olympia portables. Scene from the Burlington Antique Jack Knarr at the typing contest. (Photos by Peter Weil.) 


Show at Burlington, KY. Outside the Bellevue Bistro where we ; : é 
assembled for brunch, in Bellevue, KY. (Say that three times fast!)BBottom three photos by Marty Rice: Travis holds show & tell while the 


ffaithful looks on. Pancake breakfast with a few new friends. An outside 
921 _ iview of Polt’s stunning Xaiver University office building. 








A LETTER FROM BLICKENSDERFER: 


Above: We are lucky enough to get a glimpse into the past (1897), and into the thoughts and mindset of the Blickensderfer 
Mfg. Co. It is interesting to note that Blick has to explain that their keyboard is “a little different.” This refers no doubt to 
the Scientific keyboard layout which Blick pioneered, and was so proud of. Not so easy a task trying to teach and old dog, 


new tricks. 








Calling All Newbies 


By John Payton 


| haven't been at this long — maybe three years, 
maybe more — but it has been long enough to make 
plenty of mistakes. Perhaps taking a few paragraphs 
to share what I’ve learned from them will prove 
helpful to some readers. 


| think my first mistake was failing to learn from 
history, my history. Since the war, | have been 
obsessive about almost everything from clothes to 
meals to my homes, yards, Model A’s, ballet, 
bicycling — everything had to be 
micro-managed. Some people can 
handle this sort of thing. Take the 
Davis family. Look at the home page 
of Will Davis’ website. This is an 
amazing person. How does he do it? 
Had | thought about this when | fell for 
my Blick 7, | might have made very 
different choices in subsequent decisions. Instead, as 
in the past, | let my enthusiasm run away with me. It’s 
very important to know this sort of thing about your- 
self if you plan to become a collector at all. 





An early and frequent mistake was being in too much 
of a hurry to consider homework about collecting 
typewriters. This was unfortunate because had | done 
so | wouldn't have felt that | had to buy the rare 
Underwood 5 | found on eBay, or that incomplete 
Remington Std. 2. With a bit of patience, | would 

have come to know that even today there will still be 
another later, perhaps better machine, or one at a 
better price, or possibly (and very likely) both. 


Another mistake was not defining any goals at all. 
Sometime in the first year, | came to the half-baked 
conclusion that half a dozen typewriters would make 
up a representative typewriter collection. | didn’t 
really know what my definition of “representative” 
might be. | suggest reading everything you can get 
your hands on about typewriters, if possible before 
you purchase your first one. Study auctions on eBay. 
Subscribe to typewriter publications; join the various 
typewriter forums and groups. Ignorance isn’t a good 
basis for setting goals and objectives. Though at first 
you may feel alone you're not. Ask lots of questions! 


A caveat: Reading one book does not an expert 
make! | vaguely felt that typewriters somehow related 
to the First Family of American typewriters — Sholes, 
Densmore, Yost, Remington — would be satisfactory. 
Before the end of the first year, the list had grown to 


ten or twelve, still standards. Then it expanded to 
include the extended family, the Smiths and the 
Hammonds and the Royals and Coronas. It was “on 
the fly” training, which is fine in times of some 
urgency. At least at the beginning there is little 
urgency beyond, “Wow, | want that!” You may get 
lucky flying by the seat of your pants, but don’t count 
on it. 


| think when the list began to get 
spooky was when my wife began 
to feel certain | was oblivious as 
" to where this was going to take 
me, that a new obsession was in 
the making. And | was. It was. 
After purchasing and wearing out 
i Darryl Rehr’s fine book, | formed 
the idea that if it was in there and the price could be 
managed, it was practically my duty to have it. Of 
course | recognized there had to be limits, but barely. 
The siren song of eBay, long successful in wooing 
me to the world of toy typewriters, now drew me to 
looking online for all those machines in the Rehr 
book. When | found one, and it didn’t take any time at 
all, | was certain it represented my only chance ever 
to have a <insert typewriter name here>, and | took 
the hook time after time. 


If | had taken the time to audit auctions | could have 
saved a bundle. | paid at least four times the ° 
generally accepted worth for my beloved Blick 7. | still 
am happy | bought it, pricey or 
not, but now I know that there 
are lots of them out there and a 
fine example can be had at a 
price that leaves more to use 
toward other machines. | didn’t 
pay too much, | just didn’t know 
any better. 





So, to review thus far: 


* Look within, Grasshopper. Ask, “Why am | doing 
this?” Ask often. 

* Do your homework: Read and research as much as 
you can. It pays. 

* Ignorance is not bliss for long. 


If you already have purchased your second type- 
writer, it’s not too late to pull off the Typewriter 
Autobahn and pause for a while in some cheerful 
café in a nice little country town, so to speak. | expect 
that you already have thought about at least some of 
the points |’m trying to make (after all, you’re reading 
Typex — an excellent decision). Even so, it surely will 
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@.- to look at your map before you resume your 
collecting journey. And, you do have a map, right? 


Having a map and compass is 
essential. How else can you get 
your personal metaphysical, 
financial, marital, and spatial 
bearings? 





—— 
een? 


I’m just saying. Don’t set off without one. 


A good map is one created over time by those who 
have gone before and recorded their journeys. 
However, plotting your proposed voyage cannot be 
the work of others. Collecting requires commitment. 
Before you get back on the road or pull out of the 
slips of the Newbie Yacht Club, at least think about 
where you want to end up and how you intend to get 
there, not just about pointing your speedboat toward 
the sea and slamming the throttle forward. “Onward 
through the fog!” works for Hippies collecting bongs, 
but for typewriter collectors, not so much. 


In my case, | not only didn’t know where | was going, 
but | had no idea at all how | was going to get there. | 
just knew | wanted to get there fast! One wouldn't 
eu reckless haste would be a 
character trait of an old guy with zs 
OCD (or something very much like ey 
it). But, there you go: “More! Fast! y= | fi 
Better!”, as Chairman Mao urged Ais pac 
back in the day. Had | read the ; 
entire slogan, | would have 
registered that it ended with “Cheaper!”, but | had hit 
the typer Interstate by then. It’s fine to take off for 
Shanghai from Austin, Texas, this way, but if you 
don't plan, be prepared for an extended stay in a 
weary, pink motel. Van Horn is nice but, well... . 





sors 


Money. Collecting typewriters doesn’t have to be 
expensive, depending on how you define expensive. 
Have you heard about the IRS Short Form that asks 
you to fill in how much you made and then tells you 
“Send it in.”? The call of the typewriter can be like 
that, but it doesn’t have to be. If you’ve defined your 
objective, set your goals, and budgeted appropriately 
for your means, collecting typewriters can be 
satisfyingly inexpensive, depending on how you 
define inexpensive. If you are married, however, it will 
be wise to involve your spouse early in your new 
hobby. Even though it may be easier to buy first and 





apologize later, sooner or later money will poke a 
hole in your tires if you don’t. Your family loves you; 
why not keep it that way? 


In my experience, one should not assume a spouse 
will be supportive, much less excited. Don’t think that 
saying “This is our collection, 
Honey!” will make it so. And 
unless you're very young or very 
wealthy don’t expect to get by with 
lavish promises that it will be a 
good investment for the future. It 
may be for your grandchildren but 
that isn't likely to be persuasive when you take 
delivery of your latest Hammond: “Look at that curved 
keyboard; isn’t it cool? Sweetie? What an investme 
... Ouch! Ow! Hey, | got it for us! For our future!” 





Finally, plan for what you will do with your typewriter 
after it arrives and you've finished petting and cooing 
to it. A single-machine collection probably won't be 
banished from public display except perhaps from the 
living room. But being allowed to store car parts or 
HotWheels under the bed and in plastic cases on 
shelves in a closet or two doesn’t mean typewriters 
will receive the same welcome. Beauty is in the eye 
of the beholder, remember. And one can never have 
too much storage, so don’t assume what you want to 
stash or put on display will have a higher priority on 
space than, say, a family heirloom, pictures of the 
kids or dog or cat, clothes, or even DVDs that you 
naively assume can be stored on the floor of a closet 
or in the pantry, thus freeing space for your beautiful 
just-like-lan-Fleming’s gold Royal portable. In the 
home, space is territory. Don’t expect an open-arms 
welcome. Think Middle East and an entirely different 
sort of arms. 





Summing up, here is my list of suggestions to 
improve your collecting journey: 


* Know thyself. ‘Know’ may not translate as ‘trust’, so 
keep checking back. 

* Gather and read all you can. Ignorance isn’t bliss, 
it's a mistake. Probably a very costly mistake. 

* Have a map and an itinerary. It’s often true you 
can’t get there from here. 

* Money doesn’t grow on trees in the back yard. Don’t 
assume anything. 

* “Space! The final frontier!” Remember that life could 
be painful on the frontier. 
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Portables Showcase Though not everybody uses a typewriter to bang out 





By John Payton the words, lots of people do. From the conversations 
online, many of them do it in coffee shops, parks, and 
It's only August, but | think it whatever other place suits their muse. If the plan is to 
is a good time to take a look write in public, portability becomes important. A 
at portables one might use small, lightweight, comfortable machine is essential. | 
for the great NANNOWRIMO am going to present ten portables | hope will help 
event that rolls around every new novelists narrow their search for their peripatetic 
November. The National writing hardware. The machines shown are my own. 
Novel Writing Month: | heard about it on the Portable 
Typewriter Forum, and | think | may be ready to take Next issue, we'll check out some older portables. 
the plunge. I’m thinking. Feel the burn! Also, space permitting, we'll look at some of the less- 
portable portables one might find more satisfactory 
Ok, from posts I’ve read online, it seems this is a for writing at home. 
marathon writing challenge. No winners, no losers: 
just a lot of hard work getting out the pages, either First out, the smallest portables. They bring a light 
alone, with friends, or as part of a team. Writing a weight, low profile, and small footprint design but may 
novel between November first and thirtieth is the trade off some typing comfort for extreme portability. 
goal. What you make of it beyond that is up to you. We're just going to take a subjective look at ten of the 
If you are interested in learning more, get ye to main contenders. Estimates from eBay (no shipping). 


their website, www.nanowrimo.org. 




































Hermes baby The 1935 Swiss Hermes baby pretty much got the ball 


rolling on small, flat portables. The touch is light. There is 








Weight: 7 Ibs a small, folding carriage lever. The baby has a sealed 
Length: 11” metal body with metal cover. Sturdy. Common in the 
Width: 11.25” U.S. under $75. For more, Alan Seaver’s great site is 
Height: 2.75” mirroring Will Davis’ portables pages at: 





Carriage Shift 





www.machinesoflovinggrace.com/ptf/PortablesIndex.html 





Corona Zephyr | The 1938 U.S. Corona Zephyr was an early competitor in 


small, flat portables. It has a curving action (as opposed 


Weight: 7 Ibs to vertical, piano key action). Light, fast, quiet touch. 
Length: 12” Small carriage lever. Sturdy. Metal body; metal cover lid 
Width: 11” fits over the typewriter, which is sealed on the underside. 
Height: 2.75” Under $75 easily. Common. As with the Hermes baby 


Carriage Shift and all that follow below, visiting the Davis site is a must. 


Groma Kolibri Almost as flat as the Rooy (below), this 1950s East 


German portable is quite a beauty. Rivaling the Rooy for 











Weight: 8 Ibs size, it has piano-key action, and an all-metal body 

Length: 11” closed beneath the linkage and carriage. The carriage 
Width: 12” return lever is nearly full length; touch is light but noisy; 
Height: 2.25” large feet and a leatherette case. A desirable machine 
Carriage Shift for many collectors and is not so common. Up to $225. 


Antares Parva This 1960 Italian company made unassuming but very 


good typewriters. It pioneered a new, simplified key 


























Weight: 8 Ibs mechanism but is a bit noisy. Like most of the flat 
Length: 12” portables, itis simple and utilitarian in appearance. Its all 
Width: 12” metal construction is sturdy. The keys are unusually 
Height: 2.75” small compared to other flat portables, but the feel is 








very nice. It’s sturdy and attractive, and has a snap-on 


Carriage Shift 
fiberglass lid. Fairly common. Well under $75. 
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mj Rooy Shown pictured atop its integrated cover, this is a very 


desirable and attractive super-compact typewriter. With 














Weight: 8 Ibs the cover off, the 1950s French Rooy is super small 
Length: 12” but, alas, it will not type! So I’ve listed it with the top on. 
Width: 12.25” Typing with it is great fun, and not having to worry 
Height: 3.25” about what to do with the top or case is a real plus. Not 
Carriage Shift common. With English keyboard can be pricey to $200. 





Cole Steel The Cole Steel is uncommonly lovely. An all metal 


machine with a sturdy plastic lid, it has comfortable 


Weight: 8.5 Ibs keys and a light, arching touch. Like all the other 

Length: 11.5” typewriters here, the carriage shift requires low effort, 
Width: 12.25” especially the tilting carriage sort. Looks alone justify 
Height: 2.25” purchase, but it works, too. Uncommon but definitely 


Carriage Shift not rare, it can be found easily well under $100. 


Brother Charger 11 | Brother has been hugely successful in selling well- 
made portables in the U.S. market. The Charger 11 is 
an early, all metal body machine that is quick and not 
too noisy. It is a bit heavy, but can easily be managed 
out and about as well as on the desk top. A very good 
Brother is readily found under $50. Common. Shop 


around Craigslist and thrift shops especially. 


Weight: 9 Ibs 
Length: 11.25” 
Width: 11.50” 
Height: 3” 
Carriage Shift 


Olivetti Lettera 22 The Italian Lettera 22 has a kind of writers’ aura about 
it. Right now (07/2010), they are a little pricey. All 


Weight: 9 Ibs metal, this is a tough typer. Has old-school suspended 


Length: 12.5” key bars but the look and feel is very popular with 
Width: 12” those who like to take their typer for walks. The 
Height: 3.25” segment shift is swell, the feel is snappy, the look 
Segment Shift grows on you. Soft, zipper case. Common under $100. 


Consul This is a late-60s (?) Czech 235, all metal typewriter 


that is lower than 3” everywhere but at the peak. The 


Weight: 9 Ibs keys are broad and comfortable, the touch is easy and 
Length: 12.5” the action fast. The carriage shift, however, is heavy. 
Width: 12.5” Consuls are good machines that don’t get much press. 
Height: 3” The earlier 232 is very rounded and quite a looker. 


This typewriter isn’t pretty, but it does the job well. 


Carriage Shift : j : 
Uncommon in the U.S. but very inexpensive. 

















Olivetti Lettera 32 The 1960s Italian Olivetti-Underwood Lettera 32 is a 


next generation typewriter following the 22. It is heavier 








Weight: 10 Ibs and a bit larger but better for sitting down to crank out 
Length: 12.75” that novel lurking within. For dual purpose use outside, 
Width: 12.25” in a shop, or at home this one gets great reviews. It’s 
Height: 3.5” sturdy and durable, all metal and deceptively simple in 





Segment Shift appearance. Common under $75. 





OFFICE APPLIANCES, APRIL 1908 
The Plaint of the Typewriter Man: 


THE PLAINT OF THE TYPEWRITEE MAN. 
(By Regnats A. Yelsew.) 
He bought a brand new typewriter, 
The latest one in town, 
And once when he was using it 
The 
thing 


He called in a repairing man, 
And joyful was this owner, 
Until it got a good hard slam, 

sa 


1 
And wrote 
PRPAPIFIVFTIAAITITTTITIVIGTT IIT IIE 


The thing was fixed so it would write, 
Wher, in a fit of anger, 
He slammed the cover on so tight, 
It— 
pats 
resem bled------ ------Strap hanger, 
$SESSSSFESSSSSESESSSSSESSSSSS$$H$S 


He got the letters back in line, 
And loudly did he ecuss,—then 
He felt quite sure it would work fine, 
ed t 
| iti se a 
1 u 
P s 
But the letters ! 
S%$''E! (ESIGN IBLE 
‘l envoi 
No longer seen is this machine 
Because of his bad blunder, 
He cleaned it once with gasoline 


And 
now : ee ee ee | > : 
SACRED t 
has : TO s 
gone : THE MEMORY : 
under 5 OF THE $ 
itt : PATIENT 3 
a : TYPEWRITER : 
coewcocvese accensewoosesd 


FEE EEE EEE EE EEE EE ttt ttt ttt tte tttettetet 
Quoteable Quotes: 


“You can't help getting older, but you don’t have to get old.” — 
George Burns 


“To keep the heart unwrinkled, to be hopeful, kindly, cheerful, 
reverent that is to triumph over old age.” -Amos Bronson Alcott 
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TYPEWRITER MEETINGS UPDATE: 


By Travis Hamric 


As anyone in attendance would attest, the recent 
meeting held by host Richard Polt, in Cincinnati was over- 
the-top FUN! Many of the “faithful” drove long distances to 
enjoy the two-day affair. | trust you have already read about 
the goings on in the front part of this issue. Thanks to 
Richard for hosting, and all who took the time and made the 
effort to attend. 


“On deck” for this year is a meeting in Connecticut 
hosted by Cari Strange. Tenative dates: October 9- 
10, 2010 


This part of the country is especially beautiful with the fall 
foliage at that time of year, so driving to this venue would be 
especially beautiful. We need to start hearing from folks 
who think they may be interested in attending so we can get 
an idea of what size venue will be needed. Please contact 
us now, SO we Can plan accordingly. 


Date: Saturday, January 22, 2011 


Well known collector Lin Lewis lives in South Carolina 
(near Charleston) and this should be a good meeting point 
for northern and southern collectors to meet. Lin is also 
hoping to attract some of the Europeans for this as well. 


In conjunction with the meeting, Lin is offering a Moon 
Hopkins as a door prize! Everyone be sure to bring a vehicle 
large enough to haul this wonderful prize home, in case you 
win. 


For sale will be a perfectly restored Smith-Premier 
branded oak roll-top desk, typewriters, ephemera, ribbon 
tins, and a large picture of Chris Sholes with the ladies 
ascending to heaven which is framed. There will be other 
items as well, and all will be collector-priced—in other 
words, a fair price. We hope to publish a list in the next 
issue, So stay tuned and mark this date on your calendar. 


The Texas area meeting proposed by John Payton is 


temporarily on hold. We will keep you updated when more 
information becomes available. 


We are working on organizing meetings in the Southwest 
and Northwest as well as all over the US. We really need to 
hear from anyone interested in hosting or attending so 
please contact us. We would need an email address, 
physical address, and contact phone number to get started. 
More information on these and other meetings will be 
posted regularly on the TYPEWRITERS group and The 
Portable Typewriter Forum as well as the Typex and 
ETCetera newsletters. You can also contact either myself at 
travis@tttypewriters.com (304) 364-5685/ (304) 640-6792 
or Mike Brown at typex1@aol.com (267) 237-7407. 


The MOST IMPORTANT information we can have for 
these meetings is yours. The more people we hear from the 
better these meetings will be. Please contact us, NOW! 

\f you think you may be interested in hosting a meeting that 
would be great too. Again, please feel free to contact Mike 

or myseif with your contact info like phone number etc. and 
we will go from there. Hope to see you at the next meeting! 
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| VOTE FOR FOUR MORE MEETINGS 


Well, three meetings and one Typewriter Collector SALE Event! 


New England Collectors Meeting 
Oct. 9° &10" -2010 

At Southbury,CT (on Saturday) 
Hosted: by Carl Strange 

And Uncasville, CT (on Sunday) 
Hosted : by Dennis Clark 


See page 931 


NORTHWEST COLLECTORS MEETING 
November 6" & 7” 2010 

At Bremerton, WA (near Seattle) 
Hosted by: Don Feldman 

This meeting will be SKYPED 


With the one in Fairmont, West 
Virginia See page 933 





MID-ATLANTIC COLLECTORS MEETING 


November 6" & 7"" , 2010 


At Fairmont, West Virginia 
Hosted by: Herman Price 
This meeting will be SKYPED 
With the one in Seattle, WA 


See page 932 


ONE DAY EVENT: Mark this one down! 
TYPEWRITER COLLECTION FOR SALE 
Sat. January 22, 2011 (10am to 3pm) 
At 222 West Coleman Bivd, 

Mount Pleasant, SC 29464 

For sale by collector Lin Lewis 

About 50 machines and related items 


See page 934 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 


Right off the bat, | want to thank Nick 
Fisher for not only being part of the Typex 
team, but for submitting a really GREAT five- 
page article about Military Typewriters. As a 
fellow whose linage is long with military 
Veterans | can really empathize with your 
loss. While we are at it, can we just extend 
our gratitude to all of the Veterans who have 
sacrificed, in order to allow us the freedoms we enjoy today? 

Let’s all welcome new subscriber Dan Hurley, of New Jersey! Visit his website 
at: http://hstrial-dhurley.homestead.com/novelist.htm 
And find out why he is perhaps the only person in the U.S. who earns a living 
“performing” with typewriters! 

Our pal, John Payton (of Newbies & Portables Showcase fame) is sitting out this 
issue, but hopes to return soon! 

Special THANKS to everyone that has participated in the regional typewriter 
meetings that have taken place. They seem to be really catching on now, and this is 
especially rewarding, not just for me and the attendees, but for the hobby as a 
whole! 

Please keep attending, and tell your friends and associates to do the same. All 
the folks | have met at these meetings keep telling me just how much of a fun and 
enlightening experience they have been. Hey, you can host or attend a meeting in 
YOUR area. Just email me at: Typexi@aol.com OR Travis Hamric at: 
tttypewriters.com 

| am still asking anyone who reads this to consider sending us any research 
articles, or short stories, repair tips, “new find” tales or the one that got away. Would 
you like to be interviewed for an article in Typex? Just let us know! THANKS! 


Tell your pals about Typex 





------PLEASE FIND YOUR TYPEX RENEWAL NOTICE INSIDE THIS ISSUE------ 
And Thanks for staying with The Typewriter Exchange! 
SPSS SS SS So SS SS SSO SO SSO SOS 


News from Overseas: by Nick Fisher, England 


| always think of autumn as being the close of season as far as collecting goes. 
There will undoubtedly be machines out there, but my best hunting seems to be 
during the summer. 


The number of machines on eBay has expanded vastly this year, with numerous 
Corona 3s and Remington compact portables, not forgetting a myriad of Imperial 
No.50s! Some of my more recent purchases have been ‘buyer collects’ and these 
have proved rewarding, including an immaculate Smith Premier Noiseless portable 
for 99 pence (1938) which | collected with a Society (Olympia) portable from 
Bracknell, just an hour up the road. The Society was under £5.00 and was produced 
for the Army and Navy Stores in London, sometime in the 1930s. 





A couple of additional acquisitions were an Oliver Four-Bank (Fortuna assembled 
under license in Croydon, London) and a splendid Underwood Standard Four Bank 
portable in what can only be described as a light oak woody finish! This machine 
was originally retailed by La Mare & Co, Lima, General Representatives for Northern 
Peru, so the machine has done some traveling in its lifetime! 


When pondering on ‘custom’ finishes | see a parallel with motorcycles, especially 
with some of the startling finishes that are applied to machines by our fellow 
collectors. It also has crossed my mind this year that many of us may be owners of 
“rat” typewriters, you know, the ones which look like they should no longer work, but 
miraculously do, despite deposits of rust, dead insects and a filling of dust and ash. 
| have a long carriage Smith Premier No. 4 in the boot (trunk) of my car which fits 
well into this category, which | will keep in “as found” condition, worn out key tops, 
rust and oxidized oil. | have always pondered about cleaning/restoring half a 
typewriter, but never have disciplined myself to achieve this. 


| will be opening an exhibition at the Museum of Computing (www.museumof 
computing.org.uk) on 9 October through 20 December 2010 called Before the ee 
Computer, which is a brief summary of the development of the typewriter and 
comptometer and will feature the role of women in the workplace, and the obstacles 

they faced. There will also be typewriting competition for visitors, using the text from 

the 1925 World Championships, called The Flapper, very appropriate for the era! 


My contact email is nickurania@aol.com Phone: 44 01793-823731 
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Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet 


Special Characters..... 


(No, I’m not referring to typewriter collectors, 
although we certainly are “characters” and most of 
us think we’re “special.”) I’m referring to the non- 
alpha, non-numeric, not punctuation or currency or 
diacritical symbols. The key-top you need maybe 
once in a lifetime, and when you do need it, you 
have to break speed and stare at the keyboard for a 
minute because its location is simply not in your 
memory banks. 


One in particular caught my eye while trolling eBay 
during the past couple of months. It was the double 
lightening bolt, symbol of the German 
Schutzstaffel. It’s not terribly rare; I see them quite 
frequently, just not in such quantity. It was ona 
Groma Model N ($1,045, not sold), a Triumph 
($900, not sold), an Olympia Robust ($575, not 
sold), an Olympia standard ($300, listed twice and 
not sold), and another Groma N which actually did 
sell for $715.00. 


There was another on Craig’s List, an Olympia 
reported by Peter from Washington state on the 
Yahoo Typewriters list. Peter did not get to view 
that machine as it had already been sold, but the 
seller provided him with a fantastic story of how he 
had acquired it. (Go to the Yahoo Typewriters list 
and read message #46705.) The buyer of that 
machine, Michael, also from Washington state and 
also on the Typewriters list, reported the character 
in question was not the SS symbol, but the 
perfectly innocent “librum” the currency sign of the 
British Pound Sterling. 


Oh, yessssss....to the untrained eye, the 45 looks 
just like a £. I can see how it could be easily 
confused! 


Now, I have to confess, I’m just a tiny bit 
superstitious. ...I have always believed if I ever put 
that symbol on paper, something wearing heavy 
steel-toed boots would kick down my door in the 
wee hours of the night. I think I'll go hide in my 


by Lynda Beckler 


attic for a few weeks. While I’m there, I’m going 
to work on an after-market modification for one of 
the type slugs on my 6pt Remington 5 portable. 


As an oO Hippie, I’ve always wanted to sign off 


with a 
@ebaywatch...recent eBay auction highlights. 


From the third quarter of 2010. 

All prices have been converted to US dollars 
and, in the case of live auctions, do 

NOT include the auctioneer’s fees. 











Crandall New Model 
Pearl Index 

Sholes Visible 
Chicago 

Yetman 

Bar-Lock #7 
Daugherty (46 bids!!) 
American Visible 

Saxonia 

Williams #4 

Groma (SS model) 

Baby Fox #2 

Japanese Index 

World Index 

Baby Fox #1 

Edelman 

Rofa 

Teletype in Wooden Cabinet 
Hammond Multi-plex 
Remington #6 
Fox 


Caligraph #2 208 
Yost 202 


Harris #4 
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NEW ENGLAND TYPEWRITER COLLECTORS MEETING 


On October 9% a group of dedicated collectors converged on Connecticut and enjoyed each other’s company on absolutely splendid 
crisp fall weekend. The first stop was Southbury, where we meet at the public library, which was arranged by our capable host, Carl 
Strange (Thanks Carl!). The library turned out to be a perfect place for our get- together as it had plenty of space and tables for us to 
display our beloved machines. 











Some of the highlights were an absolute RARE and gorgeous antique Waverly, early and odd Bing/Student typewriters, a colored 
Olivetti Diaspron, a one-of-a-kind Smith Premier with decimal tabs and Linotype keyboard layout, and oddball Smith Corona electronic 
Graphtext 90 that types using small ball point pens, a really cool Royal portable with sexy “Rogue” type typestyle, and another Royal 
portable made with see-through plastic covers. OH! Did I forget to mention the cast iron “Ribbon-Tester” machine that looks like it 
weighs a ton(with a free demonstration by Gabe Burbano), or how about some of the rarest, nicest ribbon tins you will ever see? 
(Thanks to Hoby VanDeusen and his wife Nancy. eo Photos by C. Strange) 

=" ; oe — = = ; t 


ha 





On Sunday, Oct. 10‘ we moved the meeting from Southbury to Uncasville (about an hour and a half away), to the home of veteran 
collector Dennis Clark. Dennis has a knack for finding the impossible, and has been doing so for probably more years than wants to 
admit to. (Photos below by H. Price) 


8 boy 









931 




















Mid-Atlantic Typewriter Collectors Meeting (WV)— 
Nov. 6-7, 2010... Aosted by Herman & Connie Price... with plenty of great food & drink 


Story by Jack Knarr, see photos by Mike on the neat page. 


The date: Nov. 6-7, 2010. Hunkered down in the log-cabin basement of Herman Price’s home in Morgantown, WV are over a dozen 
collectors of ancient near-extinct machine known as the Type Writer. They are about to participate in probably the world’s first 
typewriter—an international meet of sorts over the next few hours.. ..with video SKYPE connections linked to Paul Robert in the 
Netherlands, and John Payton in Taylor, Texas, and Don Feldman in Bremerton, Washington State, and Alan Seaver in Rochester, 
Minnesota. And last but not least, Ed Neuert in Richmond, VT. 


Five gatherings or appearances around the world—six if you count us, and we've traveled from Indianapolis, IN, and Cincinnati, OH, 
Maryland, Virginia, Delaware, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, etc. WHAT A TIME!!! 


First, a shocker, Paul Robert reveals he “sold all my typewriters last year because we're planning to move.” But he has plenty to Show & 
Tell. A 1996 Apple 20* anniversary Macintosh, the first flat-screen computer TV with FM radio, computer & A Bose sound system. He 
says it sold for $8,000. New and when few were sold, the price was dropped to $2,000. And only about [1,000 were ever made. “Now it is 
the top collectible among Apple computers.” Paul says.” “Commercial failures are always the best thing to collect.” 


Via SKYPE, John Payton shows us all around his wonderful “cave” in Taylor, TX, giving us a glimpse of his portables and toy cars, and 
a lovely full-sized Ford Model A that you wished you could have climbed through the video camera and jumped in and taken a ride in! 
(Ahhh, maybe sometime in 50 more years, a group of our grandchildren will be doing exactly that such thing!) 


Our young wizard collector, Jett Morton, shows John his sweet little Adler-made portable named TESSY—made in Japan, with a Greek 
keyboard. “Peter (Weil) gave it to me.” said the 14-year-old. Then Dr. Marty Rice showed us the early Halda portable that Ernest 
Hemingway used to write “The Dangerous Summer,” and told of the other machines The Old Man used—the Royal Quiet Deluxe in Key 
West, and the Underwood Noiseless in Idaho—before he went nuts and put a shotgun to his head. 


On each visit Herman pointed his little camera at Jett Morton operating his huge “Oliver prototype” machine that is being made of 
LEGOs! Peter Weil shows off the four-row Allen he found at a sale in upstate New York, and told how he didn’t realize when he first 
bought it what it was, only the second one known of what is the third and last model of the machine made by R. Uhlig in Allentown, Pa. 


Again via SKYPE, Don Feldman’s Bremerton boys showed us an Odell #4 that was only half there. “Anybody want it?” There was no 
show of hands. Don showed off a McCool No. 2. “It’s missing the back plate,” he says. When a wag in our meeting asks why there are so 
many missing parts out there, and Don says “the other part of the typewriter is part of a “still” in West Virginny.” 


(You get the idea.) This was a smorgasbord of fun. As Jett was showing his fine video documentary (soon to appear on You Tube.com) 
of the Oliver Typewriter Company, Alan Seaver called in from Minnesota via SKYPE. Maddie Parra of College Park, MD showed off her 
Hammond No. I. Then Travis Hamric, genius restorer, put out three typewriters on the pool table that featured easily-interchangeable type 
elements, and explained the varying amounts of effort needed to type with the spring-actuated hammers. At our meeting, Mark Frankena of 
the Web's “Early Office Museum” said hello to Ed Neuert on the screen in Vermont, and Ed said, “We know who you are now.” He'd 
never before seen the mystery man on his web site. 


Finally, following all the “worldwide travel” via video camera on Saturday, we settled down on Sunday for some good old-fashioned 
Show & Tell that Herman Price and Peter Weil are so famous for, on Herman’s pool table there in the big basement museum/collection in 


West Virginia. 


There isn’t space enough here to go into much detail---you MUST begin attending these incredible typewriter lovefests to really 
understand how much satisfaction a collector can have among good friends and fine machines. But here is one example: 


Artist/typewriter collector William Lawson brought a Molle in its case, including papers, manuals and all, in from Indianapolis. And he 
told the tale of purchasing it, of looking up the address of the seller, and venturing into “the hood” that day, to find it. And when the seller 
brought it out and opened it up, William made the buyer’s biggest mistake. His face lit up like a Christmas Tree, and he exclaimed, “A 
WHITE MOLLE!!!” Right away, the seller knew that this old machine was really something special. Lawson didn’t have the $600, needed 
that day, but came back the next and made off with his treasure, and this weekend, the Molle went to Herman, who said, “This is the second 
white one known to exist.” 


Then in a row, he brought in other Molles--—-one of the first 200 nickle-plated Molles made, and this “Moby Molle,” and another 
labeled LIBERTY from the Onondaga collection that Herman went to Breker’s, in Germany to get. And collector Maddie Parra had 
brought out her Molle that was serial number 1815. We saw four of them in a row, including first and last examples, “The most complete 
set of Molles ever seen!” Herman said. Note: On behalf of all who were in attendance, we would like to THANK OUR WONDERFUL 
HOSTS! 
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PHOTOS FROM THE MEETING IN WEST VIRGINIA...by Mike Brown 
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Above: top to bottom, left to right. The snow was falling when we arrived at Herman’s log home on Saturday. Herman’s 
version of “My Three Sun’s.” Jett Morton proudly shows off his “working model” of a lego typewriter. Gabe Burbano proudly 
displayed his Olivetti Valentine portable. Crowd “favorite” Marty Rice serves up a “story” using his “Hemingway” Halda 
portable typewriter. (left to right) Marty Rice, Mark Frankena, Jackson Allen, Jett Morton, Herman Price, Mattie Para (with Ed 
Neuert looking on via SKYPE on the TV). L. to R. William Lawson, Maddie Parra, ETCectera Editor Richard Polt, Travis 
Hamric, Dennis Morton, and Jett Morton aiming the SKYPE camera. Jack Knarr and host Herman Price examine four Molle’s 
side-by-side. I ask you, when was the lase time you saw four Molle’s next to each other? You really gotta get out (to these 
meetings) more often! 933 











NOR TYPEWRITER MEETING—Nov. 6, 2010.....by Don Feldman 
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Above: Rob Blickensderfer displaying his family of Blick typewriters. 
|.to r. Jim Cagle, Norm Smith, Rob Blickensderfer, and Robert 
Montgomery. Below: Norm Smith (back to camera), Robert 

Montgomery, Dan Norton Middaugh, Rob Blickensderfer looking over 
Dan's Yost 1 typewriter. 








Above: Norm Smith reading for show and tell. Below: Norm Smith 
brought this photo of his Olympia electro-mechanical sign. The typist's 
arms move up and down simulating typing. It's an incredible piece of 
typewriter advertising, and | promptly purchased it when he said it was 
for sale. Don Feldman 





The Northwest Typewriter meeting went off without a hitch. 
The first guests started arriving, with their spouses around 
9:30 A.M., and the event ended at 5:30 P.M. 


My wife Britt woke up at 1:30 A.M. and started preparing the 
food for the day. Not me, I rolled out at 0500. The food was 
incredible and Britt deserves much kudos. 


Long-time collector Rob Blickensderfer showed off a 
wonderful collection of typewriters bearing his name. He had 
a special treat for us, as he showed how he makes custom 
made ribbon spool covers. He has tooled his own dies for 
Hammonds and Blick machines. After seeing the finished 
product, none of us could tell the difference between his, and a 
factory made cover. 


Rob also brought a few “Show and Tell” machines on behalf 
of Ray Thomas. Of these he sold a “Red Corona Special” to 
Norm Smith of SeaTac city, which is due south of Seattle. 


Norm Smith brought a great selection of tools, an Odell 4 
machine, beautiful ribbon tins and some photos of an 
incredible Olympia typewriter advertising sign. This sign 
stands about three feet tall and has a woman sitting in a 
shadow box. Plug her in and turn it on, and her arms lower and 
raise, simulating typing. I bought this one. See a photo on this 
page. 


Jim Cagle, from Junction City, Oregon arrived with his wife 
and brought a perfect Elliot Fisher book typewriter for show 
and tell. Being a retired repairman, he was a wealth of 
information when questions were asked. 


Robert Montgomery wowed everyone with his facts and 
figures regarding all machines. He’s been repairing 
typewriters since 1935 and still in business. He brought in a 
suitcase of paperwork and old repair manuals and generously 
offered to make copies for anyone who asked. 


Dan Norton Middaugh came in with a Yost 1 and some 
European portables, which none of us had ever seen. Quite a 
bit of time was consumed studying the portables. 


Of course we had the Skype session with the West Virginia 
meeting. The connection, while not perfect, achieved the 
desired goal of linking the two meetings, from West to East. I 
heard they will soon be replacing the fiber optic kite string in 
that neck of the woods! (Just kidding!) 


As with the meetings I’ve attended back east, it was a great 
day! Meeting all these people for the first time made for a 
memorable day. 
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FOR SALE: Lin Lewis’ collection on Sat., Jan. 22, 2011 starting at 10a.m. & ending at 3 p.m. 
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Other Sale Items: Rolltop Smith-Premier oak desk, has been restored with new canvas under roll-top. A lovely piece of furniture 
sold with a catalog showing this desk. A large, never-before seen framed picture (litho) of C.L. Sholes with his quote of “doing 
something for the women of the world” as they ascend to heaven. 24 by 30 inches. Many ribbon tins, oil bottles and brushes, and 
paper. Some original decals. Typing books. A Case (Knife) countertop glass display case modified to hold ribbon tins. Miscellaneous 
office items such as a Remington-branded copy holder, old dial-less telephone, notary seals, etc. Each machine/item will be priced 
with a tag. 

Lin has asked me to emphasize that there will be no “pre-sales” and that first comers get the picks and she marks the machine 
“sold.”For those who need help with shipping Lin says there is a Pak-Mail shipping store right down the street from the sale location. 

Lin is requesting that folks who drive or attend the sale do NOT bring things to sell or trade, or anything for show & tell. This is 
a sale, NOT a collectors’ meeting per se. Lin will be able to accept credit cards payments and will take personal checks from folks she 
knows, and cash from the others. She plans to offer a Burroughs Moon Hopkins typewriter as a door prize! 

Location: 22 West Coleman Blvd., Mount Pleasant, SC 29464 Contact Lin at: (843) 209-8606 or email typewriterlin@yahoo.com 
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Two European Deaths: 


Tilman Elster, of Germany 


Paul Robert, Thomas Fuertig, Angie Jimenez, and Bert Kerschbaumer, 
assisted with details and photos for this report, and we thank them. 


Sadly, the typewriter collector has lost two more of its “foot” 
soldiers. 


West Virginia collector, Herman Price broke the news with 
the following post. “I just heard today that Tilman Elster died a 
couple of weeks ago. He was quite a nice man and | had the 
pleasure to visit his home a few years ago. | always looked 
forward to seeing him again in Koeln, Germany. We had some 
wonderful conversations. He was a mentor to many typewriter 
collectors. 

While his collection did not include Sholes and Gliddens, it is 
over 1,000 machines and amazing in its scope. It is displayed in 
his farmhouse which was hundreds of years old and had been 
remodeled in a barn of some kind. Itis an incredible old 
structure in the countryside.” 

Fellow countryman and renown collector, Thomas Fuertig 
added the following: 

“| didn't know the date of his death, as his wife didn't want 
to make this sad thing public. | only learned about it several 
weeks later, but | found out he died on August 18'", 2010. As far 
as | heard from another friend, Tilman had suffered a stroke of 
apoplexy half a year ago, and finally died while cutting the grass 
around his house. Sorry that | don't know more details, but | did 
not want to talk to his wife about these things. Tilman was one 
of my best friends, but unfortunately over all the years | only 
took one picture of him (I think this was 2 years ago). The 
picture shows Tilman with one of the most curious typewriters in 
his collection, a bookwriting machine from Adler. (Below left) 

Below right is a picture supplied by Angie Jimenez (I.) and 
Tilman Elster (r) surrounded by part of Tilman’s large collection. 

Angie was one of the lucky few (Americans) who visited 
with Tilman in August of 2003 and added the following: 

“| was lucky to be invited by Tilman Elster to visit. 
The Elsters were gracious hosts, and we mixed 
Spanish and German to communicate with each other. 
His collection (many large rooms) is incredible and is 
organized in such a _ wonderful and neat. order 


that is difficult not to dream about it.” 

Noted collector Will Davis had also been working with 
Tilman on what they called the European Typewriter Project. 
Our sincere condolences to family and friends on behalf of 
typewriter collectors everywhere. 











And Wilhelm Suess, of Austria 


Dear Mike, 


Paul (Robert) asked me to write a few lines about my 
collector friend Wilhelm (a.k.a Willi Suess) who passed 
away on April 26” “°° aged 69. He has lost his fight 
against cancer. He was a resident of Steyr, Austria. Willi 
was a typewriter repairman for more than 50 years. He 
always worked for the same company, an Olivetti 
subsidiary in Steyr. He retired in 2001, but still had gone 
to work every day — typewriters were his life! 


He had one of the finest Olivetti collections in the 
world — both typewriters and calculators and a lot of 
Olivetti ephemera. Also his “non-Olivetti” typewriter 
collection was impressive — about 300 typewriters of all 
makes; from a Sholes & Glidden to IBM’s. In the 
collectors community Willi was known as a calm, and 
always helpful friend. We have lost a great person & 
friend. 


Bert Kerschbaumer 


Hi Mike, in the attachment you will find a picture of 
Willi and one of his favorite machines, the Olivetti M1 
with tabulator (it was a real adventure to get this M1; we 
both traveled through half of Italy. 





| have no pictures of his collection, only pictures of single 
machines, but | should have pictures of Willi’s house 
during the floods in 2002. (I have these pictures at home, 
so it could be some time till | can retrive them). 


All the Best, Bert 


Our sincere condolences to family and friends on behalf of 
typewriter collectors everywhere. 
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Military Typewriter photographs 


By Nick Fisher 





| think many of us will be aware that within our collections we end up getting little sub-collections 
which relate to our interest, probably not for reasons of any particular intent? As a result | now have 
a good collection of advertisements and magazines, ribbon tins, accessories and instruction 
manuals. 


| also have a growing collection of photographs, mostly unrelated to typewriters, which | have 
rescued from junk shops. | find the photograph a poignant and somewhat intimate reminder of a 
brief moment in life; the tiniest cut of history. Like many men | have an interest in military history 
too; my uncle was killed at second battle of El Alamein in 1942 and my grandfather fought at Ypres 
(‘Wipers’) in the First World War. 


| found my first photograph with a military connection a few years ago at a local dealer. 





It is March 1919 (the three calendars on the wall confirm this), just three months after the end of 
World War One, and it is apparently the small staff of a Royal Air Force office; the RAF was formed 
in 1918, from the Royal Flying Corps (RFC). The officer to the left, a Flight Lieutenant, has a file 
next to him labelled ‘Book 394 R.A.F. Secret and Confidential Publications’. In the background two 
female members of staff are seated at their Royal 5s. The lady on the left, with corporal’s stripes 
has a safety pin holding her collar together, incidentally. 

Such a gathering of male and female military personnel would have been unheard of just four 
years before, but the severe loss of men during the conflict created a demand for women to fill what 
had traditionally men’s roles and men to share their offices with women. 

By the end of the war it was evident that many women would not go back to their roles as poorly 
paid domestic workers and housewives. These are two women who would probably get the vote, 
though the appalling flu epidemic at the end of 1918 would mean some never had that opportunity. 
Please see the close-ups of the lady operators below. 
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Stepping back to sometime in the First World War the next picture shows what looks like the 
inside of a farmhouse or similar building. Judging by the whitened boots of the German soldiers, 
indicating a chalky soil, they are probably somewhere on the Western Front, in Northern France or 
Belgium and all look remarkably cheerful; it is Sunday12 March, the year unknown. 

Perhaps they are having a well earned break? Our cheery soldiers sit with an Ideal A between 
them. The soldier on the right has a beer glass in his hand and all of them are having a smoke. A 
mug with a portrait in it is filled with flowers, possibly daffodils. 

The floor and furniture are splattered with mud, but the Ideal is sat on a rough table with a 
fringed cover. It is the later Model A with the simpler decorative casting on either side and is on its 
baseboard which has a bit of dust. | wonder if this machine survived the war and is still out there 
somewhere. 








The second German photo (signed and dated by ‘Erich’), it is 14 July 1916 and appears to be a 
dispensary or a hospital office. The typist, using ten fingers, is sitting at his Ideal A, and possibly 
taking dictation from the officer directly in front of him, who is smoking and looking directly into the 
camera. 

The typist has a crew cut and a pencil behind his right ear; like a grocer! The high windows 
indicate a position well behind the lines. This does not look like an uncomfortable location and 
there is no sign of mud, though this could just indicate it is summer! There is a full message on the 
rear of the photograph and | have shown it to a couple of German nationals who unfortunately, 
cannot decipher the handwriting! 
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Moving on a few years again we have what looks like a much posed photograph, which is dated 
1924 and features a Continental. Judging by the post scale this may well be the inside of a military 
post room. They are quite a serious pair! 





The next sepia image is of what appears to be a photograph taken on exercise, which is dated 7 
January 1937 and labelled, Hanover, 1936. It shows the operator of an Adler 7, a certain 
Leiutenant von (Oerfzeu?) typing in the open air. 
By now the with the Spanish Civil war on the go and the Second World War fast approaching we 
see the Nazi insignia over the Leutnant’s right hand breast pocket. His comrade to his right has 
gloves on, indicating that it is cold and that the Leutnant has had to remove his gloves in order to 
type! 
We cannot experience that cold through this image’s thin veneer, but we can imagine through & 
the suggestive greyness of the photo. 
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We return now to the air force, but not this time the Royal Air Force, but the Luftwaffe. | have 
been unable to identify the three machines in the picture (though they may be Olympia), which 
dates from February 1940, but this is apparently a busy office complete with Rolo rotary copier, 
though a copy of a magazine sits in front of the central machine indicating a bit of time for 
relaxation. 

The photo is annotated on the rear and includes ‘Ufflig's’ Weissenbacher, Jarkol and Durn. The 
men seem pretty happy, at this stage of the war anyway! 








faker? 


Probably not much later than this photo we see one from Africa. Our operator here is pretty 
much undressed, reflecting the heat of North Africa and is hunched over his copy. The machine 
looks like a Torpedo or Groma. He is in a tent and glancing at his notes. 

Who took the photograph | wonder? Did they survive the war? 
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There is no clue to where the next photograph was taken or where, but we find here a group of 
comrades and the one who is typing is a classic two fingered typist by the looks of things! | think 
this is a Continental portable. 

These men have settled down in the countryside, their equipment hanging from trees; they are 
either in a state of advance or retreat. The smiles may indicate the former! 

There is no date, though the picture could have been taken early in the war, as the Blitzkrieg 
enveloped Europe, or it could be in the latter days of the war as the Germans fought the Allies in 
Normandy. 








| hope this article awakens an interest in the detail that is to be found in photographs and that 
slightly more intimate relationship that they give to our machines; of the many varied stories that 
they often hide, albeit mute witnesses to history. 

| have been able to discover a deal of the detail from these pictures using one of those 
magnifiers you use to look at stamps. 

| finish with a more personal image, which does not include a typewriter. It is of my uncle (to 
whom this little piece is dedicated), on exercise with his radio equipment (on the left). He, probably 
like some of those people in the photographs, did not return. 
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Ray Fisher, died El Alamein, 
1 July 1942, aged 20 


